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MPs demand giving priority to
children of Kuwaiti women in hiring

News in brief

Coronavirus hikes masks’ prices

KUWAIT: The coronavirus that emerged in China
and spread to other countries has created a black
market for masks in Kuwait, and some took the
opportunity of the increased demand and hiked
prices by almost double in some cases, while others
have exported their stock to China. The manager of
a local company said China asked Kuwait companies
and not the government to send around eight million
masks. She told Qabas that 80,000 masks were col-
lected by the company that imports them from out-
side the country, because Kuwait does not manufac-
ture them. Al-Qabas local daily said that there are
low quantities of masks in pharmacies, and it was
noticed that many citizens and expats are asking for
them. Prices varied between pharmacies and med-
ical supply stores as it is not considered a medicine,
between 100 fils for ordinary ones to KD 1.5 for one
with a filter, which blocks around 95 percent of air-
borne viruses. — Al-Qabas

Under the influence

KUWAIT: Legal medical tests on the son of a mem-
ber of parliament proved he was under the influence
of liquor. The son, a cadet at Saad Al-Abdullah
Security Sciences Academy, deliberately collided with
the car of a Kuwaiti woman who ignored him as he
attempted to speak to her in Abu Al-Hasaniya four
days ago. A police source said the MP’s son, who was
detained at Abu Fitira police station along with two of
his friends, was in his father’s National Assembly car,
and attempted to attack policemen in protest of legal
procedures taken against him. — Al-Qabas

Illegal allowances

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower
detected 916 citizens registered with it who received
labor support allowance for periods between four to
eight years, a total of KD 23 million, had resigned
and joined the education ministry. PAM said they are
accused of illegally receiving the allowance as they
moved from the private to the public sector and reg-
istered their names with university qualifications,
contrary to what they worked as in the private sector
- as undergraduates. — Al-Qabas

Kuwaiti discharged from Algeria hospital after being cleared of coronavirus suspicion

By B Izzak and A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Several MPs called yesterday for
holding special sessions to discuss a large
number of draft laws on the agenda of the
National Assembly for a very long time.
Many MPs criticized the slow pace of
approving necessary laws. Also, several
MPs threatened to grill Minister of Finance
Mariam Al-Aqeel over a draft law govern-
ing retired people and also over appoint-
ment of Kuwaitis. MPs called on the gov-
ernment to give priority to the appointment

of children of Kuwaiti women married to
foreigners in government jobs, after citi-
zens. MP Safa Al-Hashem said that appoint-
ing this category is far better than appoint-
ing “stranger” expatriates.

Coronavirus
A Kuwaiti man who had been quaran-

tined at the University Hospital of Oran in
Algeria over suspicions of being infected
with the novel coronavirus was yesterday
discharged after doctors found he only had
flu, said medical sources in Oran. The

sources added that the citizen is a busi-
nessman who returned to his hotel room
after being subjected to medical tests. “The
Kuwaiti citizen was escorted to hospital by
police after the hotel reported that he suf-
fered from fever and that he had arrived
from China via Istanbul,” the sources
explained. 

Filipinas back home
Mani l labul l i t in .com websi te

announced that 71 Fil ipinas who had
been facing problems in Kuwait arrived

at Aquino International Airport in Manila
yesterday morning after efforts exerted
by the Phi l ippine fore ign min is try.
According to the website , 32 of  the
workers  arr ived onboard a  Qatar
Airways flight, while 39 others arrived
onboard a Gulf Air flight. The website
quoted a returnee named Alice, who
said: “I am excited to return to my home
country and get reunited with my family.
I was a victim of abuse by my sponsor in
Kuwait , but  managed to  f lee  to  the
embassy’s labor office for help”. 

Requests approved
Kuwait Municipality Director Ahmed Al-

Manfouhi approved a request by the Public
Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish
Resources (PAAAFR) to allocate a fruit and
vegetable outlet in Riqqa over a total area
of 10,000 sq m. The municipality also
approved another request made by the
Ministry of Social Affairs to allocate 10,000
square meters to build another branch of
Jleeb co-op, and a third by the Ministry of
Public Works to expand the crossroads
near Entertainment City. 

KUWAIT: Ministers and MPs eat seeds during a parliament session at the National Assembly yesterday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Farwaniya municipality
cleaning manager Saad Al-Khrainej
said that all inspectors have been
notified to immediately deal with any
complaints, resolve them and report
back. Khrainej added that inspection
teams recently removed 16 aban-
doned vehicles, including 11 that had
been left outside Farwaniya police
station after all legal procedures had
been done, and removed seven others
that had been notified by warning
stickers, and impounded them all.
Khrainej also said inspectors
removed 70 barriers built on public
property to reserve parking spots in
Farwaniya and removed a truckload
of used tires. 

Anti-Corruption 
The Public Anti-Corruption

Authority’s (Nazaha) committee to
follow up Kuwait’s ranking on the
Corruption Perceptions Index held a
meeting with representatives from
Kuwait Transparency Society (KTS)
to discuss Transparency
International’s 2019 report with the
aim of uniting all national efforts to
improve Kuwait’s ranking on the
index in the future. The meeting was
headed by Nazaha President Riyadh
Al-Hajeri and attended by the com-
mittee’s chairman and Nazaha acting
assistant secretary general for pre-
vention Abrar Al-Hammad, Nazaha’s
technical advisor Tareq Al-Duwaisan
and KTS Chairman Majed Al-Mutairi. 

Concrete jungles
Municipal Councilmember Oqlah

Al-Enezi urged lawmakers, decision
makers at the Supreme Council for
Planning and Development and the
state’s advisory councils to put an
end to what he described as residen-

tial construction ‘jungles’ in both pri-
vate residence and investment areas.
Enezi added that house prices have
skyrocketed at the expense of citi-
zens, who can no longer afford to
purchase houses or apartments for up
to 25 times their annual income, and
are overburdened with the rents they
pay. “The problem is snowballing,” he
underlined, warning that housing
prices had inflated to unbearable lev-
els in view of the long periods of
waiting for government-provided
housing units. “There are at least
170,000 Kuwaiti families in need of
proper housing,” he concluded.  

Gynecology Conference
Head of Adan Hospital obstetrics

and gynecology department Dr Abeer
Al-Thayedi announced launching the
24th annual Obstetrics and
Gynecology Conference to be held
under the auspices of Health Minister
Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah in the peri-
od of February 10 to 12 at Arraya
conference hall. Thayedi added that
the conference will discuss the latest
developments in infertility treatment
and IVF, the latest in pre- and post-
delivery high-risk pregnancy, ovarian
and uterine cancer early detection,
the latest in diagnosing fetus congen-
ital malformations via ultrasound and
embryology, the latest technologies in
micro-gynecological procedures,
such as uterine and abdominal specu-
lum, robotic uses in gynecological
surgeries and reducing births by
cesarean sections using the latest
technologies to measure the fetus’
pulse during childbirth. Thayedi noted
that the conference will host nine vis-
iting specialized obstetricians and
gynecologists from the UK, US, Italy,
Denmark and India, in addition to
1,000 others from Kuwait, GCC
states and other Arab countries. 

Vehicles impounded in
Farwaniya campaign

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait  Fire Service
Directorate (KFSD) announced that
two trainers were suspended and
referred to the proper authorities for
questioning at the instructions of
KFSD Director General Lt General
Khaled Al-Mekrad, on charges of
verbally insulting several students at
firemen preparation centers.

Woman raped
Three persons abducted a Kuwaiti

woman from in front of a hotel and
took her to a house belonging to one
of them, where one of them raped her.
They then returned her to the place
she was kidnapped from, according
to her statements to police. The 18-
year-old gir l  disappeared on
Thursday while she was with her
family. The victim told police about
what happened, and found that her
family had already reported her miss-
ing, thinking she had escaped from
them. Detectives were able to identify
and arrest the three.

Smuggling foiled
An Ethiopian passenger was

arrested upon arr ival  at  Kuwait
International Airport yesterday for

attempting to smuggle 879 pouches
containing liquor. The suspect was
taken to the proper authorities for
further action.

Trainers questioned for
insulting student firemen

KUWAIT: Pouches containing l iquor
found  wi th  a  passenger  who  was
ar res ted  upon  a r r i va l  a t  Kuwai t
International Airport yesterday.

MP Ali Al-Deqbasi speaks during the session.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah (front right), Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh (front left)
MP Saleh Ashour (back left) and MP Safa Al-Hashem are seen
during the session.


