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Mahomes sparks Chiefs to Super Bowl win

MIAMI:  Patrick Mahomes #15 of the Kansas City Chiefs raises the Vince Lombardi Trophy after defeating the San Francisco 49ers 31-20 in Super Bowl LIV at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami, Florida. — AFP

MIAMI: Patrick Mahomes led a thrilling late comeback
as the Kansas City Chiefs ended their 50-year wait for
a Super Bowl crown with a 31-20 victory over the San
Francisco 49ers on Sunday. Chiefs quarterback
Mahomes shrugged off an error-strewn start to over-
turn a 20-10 49ers fourth quarter lead in a gripping
battle for the Vince Lombardi Trophy at the Hard Rock
Stadium.

The Super Bowl win was Kansas City’s first NFL
Championship since their triumph over the Minnesota
Vikings in 1970, and only their second ever. And it
owed everything to the nerve of Mahomes, who for the
third straight postseason game led the Chiefs back from
a double-digit deficit to seal a dramatic win.

“We kept believing,” said Mahomes, who was later
named Super Bowl MVP. “That’s what we’ve done all
postseason. They guys really stepped up. They believed
in me...We found a way to win it in the end.”

The Chiefs quarterback had looked out of sorts until
early in the fourth quarter, throwing two interceptions
in the face of fierce pressure from the magnificent San
Francisco defense led by the marauding Nick Bosa.

But with the game on the line in the fourth quarter,
Mahomes led his team on two long drives to set up

touchdowns for tight end Travis Kelce and running
back Damien Williams. Those scores put the Chiefs into
a 24-20 lead and Kansas City made the game safe
when Williams danced up the sideline for a 38-yard
rushing score with 1min 12sec remaining.

Mahomes finished with 286 passing yards and 26
completions from 42 attempts with two touchdowns.
The Chiefs quarterback also rushed for a touchdown
early in the first quarter. But the defeat was desperately
hard on the 49ers, who were chasing a record-
equalling sixth Vince Lombardi Trophy.

The 49ers had barely put a foot wrong through
three quarters, with their defense shackling Mahomes
superbly and their offense moving the ball confidently
to put them in the driving seat late in the game.

GAROPPOLO CRACKS 
But as the pressure in the fourth quarter mounted,

49ers quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo’s sure touch
deserted him and the Niners offense dried up. With
Mahomes leading the Chiefs on two long drives to
engineer a 24-20 lead, Garoppolo had one last chance
to lead the 49ers on a game-winning drive with 2min
44sec remaining.

But the Chiefs defense suddenly began to find gaps
to pressure Garoppolo, and when he was sacked on
4th&10 to hand possession back to Kansas City, the
writing was on the wall. Two plays later Williams then
drove the final nail into the 49ers coffin, finding space
down the left hand touchline and galloping into the
endzone for a score to make it 31-20.

Garoppolo was then intercepted on the next 49ers
possession and it was left to Kansas City to run down
the clock for victory. The win was a long-awaited first
Super Bowl triumph for Chiefs head coach Andy Reid,
the 61-year-old veteran long regarded as the best NFL
coach not to win a championship.

Reid later praised his team’s composure under pres-
sure. “We knew it’d be a close game, and we knew there
would be some challenges that we’d have to battle
through — nobody lost their poise,” Reid said.

But the fourth quarter collapse was cruel on 49ers
coach Kyle Shanahan. Shanahan had been the offensive
co-ordinator for the Atlanta Falcons at the 2017 Super
Bowl when they let a 28-3 lead slip in a stunning loss to
the New England Patriots.

“It’s tough,” 49ers quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo
said. “I mean, I’ve never had this feeling before. Kind of

an unreal feeling.” The fourth quarter drama came after
a nip-and-tuck opening three quarters with little to
choose between the two sides.

Mahomes’ rushing touchdown in the first quarter
and a Harrison Butker field goal had helped Kansas
City into an early 10-3 lead. But Garoppolo found Kyle
Juszczyk for a 15-yard touchdown in the second quar-
ter to make it 10-10 at halftime.

A Robbie Gould field goal and a touchdown from
running back Raheem Mostert helped put the 49ers
20-10 ahead and momentum seemed to have decisively
in San Francisco’s favour. At that point Mahomes had
looked off-colour for much of the game, throwing two
uncharacteristically sloppy interceptions as the Chiefs
struggled to build momentum.

But once again the Chiefs ability to score quickly
came to their rescue. Mahomes hit receiver Tyreek Hill
for 44 yards on the drive that led to Kelce’s touchdown
to make it 20-17.

Another 38-yard completion to Sammy Watkins on
the next Chiefs drive led to the go-ahead touchdown
for Williams and a crucial 24-20 lead. “Doesn’t matter
what the score is, we’ve got Pat Mahomes,” Kelce said
afterwards. “And you know what? I love him.”— AFP

WASHINGTON: NBA scoring leaders James Harden
and Giannis Antetokounmpo powered their teams to
decisive NBA triumphs Sunday while Detroit snapped
a five-game losing streak by rallying past Denver.

Houston star Harden scored 40 points, grabbed 10
rebounds and handed out nine assists as the Rockets
defeated visiting New Orleans and rookie star Zion
Williamson 117-109. Harden, on pace for his third NBA
scoring title in a row with 35.6 points a game, hit 12-

of-24 shots from the floor, 7-of-15 from 3-point range,
and all nine of his free throws.

“We want to finish these games up before the break
and come back with some momentum,” Harden said.
“When we hit our stride it’s going to be pretty scary.
We’re still trying to find it and we will.”

Greek big man Antetokounmpo scored 30 points,
exactly his season scoring average, while pulling down
19 rebounds and passing off nine assists to spark the
league-leading Milwaukee Bucks over the visiting
Phoenix Suns 129-108.

Khris Middleton added 25 points for the Bucks, who
improved the NBA’s best record to 42-7, while Devin
Booker led the Suns with 32 points. “We all depend on
each other and we just want to continue to get better
each night,” said Milwaukee’s Brook Lopez, who had
17 points and nine blocked shots.

The Rockets, outrebounded 63-43, used a smaller
lineup with Swiss center Clint Capela injured, taking
full advantage of the speed, passing and playmaking
skills of Harden and Russell Westbrook, who con-

tributed 22 points, seven assists and six rebounds. “Be
healthy and continue to keep our good spirit up, we’ll
be all right,” Harden said.

The Rockets, fifth in the Western Conference at 31-
18, committed only seven turnovers compared to 21 by
the Pelicans, who had 21 points and 10 rebounds from
Williamson. The highly touted NBA newcomer played
a season-high 32 minutes after making his debut only
two weeks ago due to a knee injury that sidelined him
for three months.

“Beast,” Harden said of Williamson. “He has a feel
for the game. He’s strong. He’s going to be really
great.” The Pelicans, led by 28 points and 12 rebounds
from Brandon Ingram, went 10-of-33 from 3-point
range, missing their last 33-point shots after the middle
of the third quarter.

“They play at a very high pace, very fast and they
put up a lot of 3s,” Harden said. “We just had to keep
up with them, make sure we contain their dribble pen-
etration and offensively just do what we do.”

Andre Drummond scored 21 points and grabbed

17 rebounds as the Detroit Pistons rallied from 21
points down early to defeat visiting Denver 128-123
in over-time. Reggie Jackson came off the bench to
score 20 points while Detroit reserve Bruce Brown
added 19 as seven Pistons scored in double figures.
Nuggets center Nikola Jokic of Serbia had a triple
double with a game-high 39 points plus 10 rebounds
and 11 assists in a losing cause as Denver fell to 34-16,
third in the West.

At 18-33, Detroit stands 11th in the Eastern
Conference, four games behind Orlando for the final
playoff spot.

The defending champion Toronto Raptors, led by 31
points from reserve Terence Davis, stretched their win
streak to 11 games by defeating visiting Chicago 129-
102. At 36-14, the Raptors have the third-best record
in the NBA, trailing only the Bucks and the West-lead-
ing Los Angeles Lakers.

Cameroon star Pascal Siakam scored 17 points and
grabbed nine rebounds for the Raptors. Thaddeus
Young led Chicago with 21 points. — AFP
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