
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service
provider in Kuwait, announced its main
sponsorship of the 2020 Kuwait Open
Championship for Professional Arab Ice
Hockey Clubs. The competition is held at the
Kuwait Winter Games Club’s ice rink, con-
sidered the first of its kind in the region,
from February 2-8 under the patronage of
the Minister of Information and Minister of
State for Youth Affairs Mohammed Al Jabri. 

Zain took part in the championship’s
opening ceremony, which witnessed the
official inauguration of the Kuwait Winter
Games Club’s ice rink.

The event featured the presence of the
Minister of Information and Minister of State

for Youth Affairs Mohammed Al Jabri,
Director General of the Public Authority for
Sports Dr Humoud Fulateh, Deputy Director
General of the Public Authority for Sports Dr
Saqer Al Mulla, Kuwait Winter Games Club
Chairman and Head of the Championship’s
Organizing Committee Fuhaid Al Ajmi, Zain
Kuwait’s Chief Corporate Communications
and Relations Officer Waleed Al Khashti, as
well as representatives from the
International Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF)
and delegations from the participating clubs.

Zain strongly believes in the important
role played by the private sector in develop-
ing the youth and sports sectors in Kuwait.
The company makes this concept a reality

by sponsoring and supporting various major
sporting events in Kuwait, including this
regional championship, as well as sponsor-
ing and encouraging many Kuwaiti athletes
who represent Kuwait in local, regional, and
international arenas.

Zain’s support to the championship comes
in line with its keenness on encouraging the
various efforts that contribute to developing
the Kuwaiti youth and sports sectors. The
company puts the support of Kuwaiti sports
at the forefront of its priorities under the
umbrella of its Corporate Sustainability and
Social Responsibility strategy. Zain’s support
of Kuwaiti champions results in many
achievements that the company is proud of

one year after another. 
The 2020 Kuwait Open Championship

for Professional Arab Ice Hockey Clubs is
held in the newly inaugurated Kuwait
Winter Games Club’s ice rink with the pres-
ence of representatives from the
International Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF).
The championship features the participation
of Stars Club from the State of Kuwait,
Jeddah Club from the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, Theebs Club from the United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain Club form the Kingdom of
Bahrain, Pharos Club from Egypt, and Sedar
Club from Lebanon. The championship will
also witness two Women ice hockey test
matches between Kuwait and Lebanon. 
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Kuwait ‘Stars’ 
Ice Hockey 
Club win its 
first match
KUWAIT: Kuwait “Stars” Ice Hockey Club had its
first win on Sunday evening, in Kuwait Open Arab
Clubs championship against the Saudi Jeddah Club.

Kuwait players were able to get past their first
stop of the championship being held at the new hall
of the club, located at Bayan Sports Yard. The stars
won by the score of 5-0, as they were in control of
the match with outstanding performance by local
and professional players.

UAE’s Al-Theebs club defeated Egypt’s the
“Pharoahs” Club also (5-0), while Lebanon’s Cedars
defeated Bahrain (5-1).

Championship patron, Information Minister, State
Minister for Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri said
this event is considered a distinguished launch to
polish the skills of Arab players and develop them
through these brotherly competitions, that con-
tribute to elevating the level of players and the game
at all levels.

Al-Jabri, in a press statement, following the open-
ing of the championship, said “this Arab sport event,
in such a facility that belongs to the Public Authority
for Sport (PAS), which a unique facility in the region,
for being the first that belongs to a government
department, is yet another addition for Kuwait sport,
and reminded that the hall named after the late Ajeel
Al-Ajran, as he is one of the dedicated men in the
history of Kuwait.

He said Kuwait’s hosting of the championship
reflects its care and interest to develop this game
in the region, and wished the participating teams
success.

Meanwhile Foreign Minister Assistant for
Protocol Affairs Ambassador Dhari Al-Ajran thanked
the Kuwait Winter Games Club Board of Directorate
for naming the hall after the late Ajeel Al-Ajran, and
considered that a major appreciation of him, as he
was a big supporter of them when they started.

Chairman of the Higher Organizing committee
head of Kuwait Winter Sports Club Fuhaid Al-Ajmi
said the participation of Arab clubs in this champi-
onship that is under the supervision of the
International Federation, reflects the confidence in
the club’s ability to organize and host the most
important regional and continental championships.

Al-Ajmi said the championship includes an elite
group of Arab clubs who has professional and local
players, and hoped the championship comes out in a
high technical level.

He appreciated the support of Minister Al-Jabri
for the club and his care for the championship. He
also thanked the Public Authority for Sport for allo-
cating the land to build the hall that was opened
today.

The opening ceremony was attended by PAS
Director General Humoud Fulaiteh, his deputies
Sheikh Humoud Mubarak Al-Sabah and Dr Saqer
Al-Mulla beside other dignitaries.

MELBOURNE: Novak Djokovic put Roger Federer on
notice as he won his 17th Grand Slam title at the
Australian Open and warned he was going all-out for
the Swiss’s record of 20 — and his mark for weeks as
world number one.

Djokovic, who came through a mid-match slump to
win his eighth title in Melbourne, is relentlessly totting
up the victories that could soon end the debate over
who’s the greatest in history. The five-set victory over
Dominic Thiem was his eighth in eight finals in
Melbourne, putting him alongside Federer and Nadal as
the only men to win the same Slam eight times.

It makes Djokovic, 32, the first man in the Open era,
and only the second in history, to win Grand Slam titles
in three different decades — and as a not-insignificant
bonus, returns him to world number one.

In an ominous sign for his rivals, the Serb has started
the year unbeaten with Wimbledon, the French Open,
the Tokyo Olympics and the US Open all lying in front
of him as tantalising opportunities. He is clear-sighted
about his goals: overtaking Nadal’s 19 Major titles and
Federer’s 20 to become the all-time Grand Slam king,
and outdoing the Swiss master’s record 310 weeks in
the top ranking.

Djokovic has so far clocked up 276 weeks as number
one and could pass second-placed Pete Sampras’s 286
in April, and Federer’s 310 on October 5. “Obviously at
this stage of my career, Grand Slams are the ones I val-
ue the most. They are the ones I prioritise,” said
Djokovic, adding “there’s a lot of history on the line”.

“Grand Slams are one of the main reasons why I am

still competing and still playing full season, trying to
obviously get the historic number one (record). That’s
the other big goal,” he said.

‘HUGE WIN’ 
With five Major titles in just over two years, and

unbeaten by Nadal and Federer at the Grand Slams
since 2014, there’s no question who’s now the leading
member of the Big Three. The latest rankings tell the
story at the top of men’s tennis: Djokovic is number
one, Nadal, one year older at 33, is second and 38-
year-old Federer is a relatively distant third.

Seven-time Major winner Mats Wilander said
Djokovic’s win in Melbourne sets a marker for a year in
which he could sweep all before him. “At the end of the
year, we could have two players on 20 or two on 19 or
even more because Novak can win all four,” he said.

“This is a huge win for him going forwards. A loss here
would have been very difficult to get confidence and
come back. “But the door is open for him to start climbing
through it and talk about being the greatest ever.”

As he jets out of Melbourne, his name etched yet
again on the Norman Brookes Challenge Cup, Djokovic
warned that his confidence and expectations were
soaring. “I’m super-happy with the way I started the
season. It kind of sets the tone for the rest of the year,”
he said.

“To start off the season with a Grand Slam win signifi-
cantly boosts your confidence and your expectations are
quite high for the rest of the season.  “But whatever hap-
pens, this season is already successful.” —AFP

Djokovic has so far clocked up 276 weeks as number one

‘The greatest’: Djokovic takes aim 
at Federer’s Slams, ranking record

MELBOURNE: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic poses for photographs with the Norman Brookes Challenge Cup trophy at the Royal
Botanical Gardens in Melbourne yesterday, a day after his victory against Austria’s Dominic Thiem in the men’s singles final
of the Australian Open tennis tournament. —AFP

Rafa Nadal Academy 
‘vital’ for advancing 
Kuwait’s tennis: 
KTF president
KUWAIT: Rafa Nadal Tennis Academy Kuwait, which
will open tomorrow, is vital to the advancement of the
game in the country, Kuwait Tennis Federation (KTF)
President Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah said yester-
day. In an interview with KUNA, Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber
said that this organization will enable local talent emerg-
ing in tennis, as well as upcoming generations of champi-
ons in Kuwait. The opening of the Academy in the Sheikh
Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah International Tennis
Complex will take place with the presence of Rafael
Nadal himself; Spain’s number one tennis player, who will
play an exhibition match, he pointed out. The Academy is
concerned with training participants and players for both
genders, in addition to training national teams in collabo-
ration with KTF, and under the supervision of highly
experienced coaches in the game, he noted.

KTF will organize local championships throughout
the year in cooperation with the Academy to provide
experiences that benefit the national teams, he said.
Regarding the Complex, he specified that it includes 18
tennis courts, nine of which are indoor, as the indoor
main stadium accommodates 5,000 spectators, while
the main outdoor stadium accommodates 1,500. The
complex also includes a hotel consisting of 300 rooms

and special facilities for tennis, indicating that the offi-
cial opening of the facility as a whole will take place
next September. Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber said that the
Complex will host the first tournament, the 3rd Gulf
Sports Games next April.

The press conference with them addressed the
details of this prominent project that will contribute to
enhancing awareness levels about tennis and a healthy
lifestyle among the youth, as well as enticing a new
generation of sports enthusiasts. During the conference
in a video message, ‘Rafa’ expressed his pleasure at the
new venture saying, “I’m personally very happy to open
the Academy in Kuwait. We’re working hard to create
the right programs for the kids and our members, mak-
ing for strong development of tennis all over the region.
See you very soon. “Meanwhile Toni Nadal said that
they have worked since the Academy’s opening in
Spain to train tennis enthusiasts worldwide in the finest
technical and ethical skills. He added that in Kuwait,
they will provide high-level training for children and
adults enrolled in the Academy. The Sheikh Jaber Al-
Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah International Tennis
Complex project, which has a building area of 70,000
square meters, is the first multi-facility and service
complex for tennis in the Middle East. The Complex
includes KTF headquarters, in addition to the Rana
Nadal Academy, the largest international tennis acade-
my in the Middle East, in which unlike the Academy in
Mallorca, is not intended for student accommodation.
Each of these stadiums is equipped with a package of
the latest international technology, advanced sound
insulation and a variety of fixed and foldable seats
designed by the architect and designer Norman Foster,
manufactured by Figueras International Seating. On his
part, Nuno Marques, the vastly experienced coach at

the Academy who will
assume the role of head of
tennis at the planned acad-
emy, stressed his ultimate
aim of producing future
Kuwaiti tennis champions.
He revealed his collabora-
tion with KTF to grow the
sport domestically and
provide a platform for peo-
ple to pursue healthy
lifestyles begins immedi-
ately. “The Rafa Nadal
methodology includes five
main sections: tennis train-
ing, physical training, men-
tal training, nutrition and
competition. We are bringing that method to Kuwait,”
Marques pointed out. —KUNA

Top aerial view of the tennis complex.

Sheikh Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

Zain main sponsor of Kuwait Open 
Championship for Ice Hockey Clubs

Mohammed Al Jabri (center) and Fulateh during the opening of the first club of its kind
in the region. Al Khashti with Al Mulla and Al Ajmi during the championship launch.

Kuwait and Saudi match in progress.

Kenin breaks 
into top 10
PARIS: Sofia Kenin’s rise to a career-high seventh in the
world after her surprise Australian Open triumph was
confirmed yesterday with the publication of the latest
WTA rankings. The unheralded American jumped eight
places into a top 10 headed by Ashleigh Barty following
Saturday’s stunning 4-6, 6-2, 6-2 win over Garbine

Muguruza in Melbourne. Australian Barty, who fell to
21-year-old Kenin in the semi-finals, retained her posi-
tion as world number one ahead of Simona Halep, who
replaced Karolina Pliskova, ousted in the third round.

Latest WTA rankings published yesterday:
1. Ashleigh Barty (AUS) 8367 pts
2. Simona Halep (ROU) 6101 (+1)
3. Karolina Pliskova (CZE) 5290 (-1)
4. Elina Svitolina (UKR) 4775 (+1)
5. Belinda Bencic (SUI) 4675 (+2)
6. Bianca Andreescu (CAN) 4665
7. Sofia Kenin (USA) 4495 (+8)

8. Kiki Bertens (NED) 3965 (+2)
9. Serena Williams (USA) 3915
10. Naomi Osaka (JPN) 3626 (-6)
11. Petra Kvitova (CZE) 3466 (-3)
12. Madison Keys (USA) 2962 (-1)
13. Aryna Sabalenka (BLR) 2820 (-1)
14. Johanna Konta (GBR) 2753 (-1)
15. Petra Martic (CRO) 2586 (-1)
16. Garbine Muguruza (ESP) 2527 (+16)
17. Marketa Vondrousova (CZE) 2430 (-1)
18. Alison Riske (USA) 2360 (+1)
19. Elise Mertens (BEL) 2360 (-2)
20. Angelique Kerber (GER) 2175 (-2). —AFP


