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News in brief

Kuwait, Russia FMs
discuss developments

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Foreign
Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah yesterday received a
phone call from his Russian
counterpart Sergey Lavrov,
discussing distinguished ties
between their own coun-
tries. During the conversa-
tion, both ministers under-
lined mutual willingness to
develop and cement rela-
tions to serve the common
interests of both sides and
their own people. They also mulled over the latest
regional and international developments, stressing
that it is essential to de-escalate tensions, stave off
looming hazards in the region and exercise wisdom
and self-restraint so that regional security and sta-
bility prevail. — KUNA

Mortgage market hits KD 22.8 million

KUWAIT: Mortgage loans at Kuwait Credit Bank
(KCB) were worth KD 22.8 million ($74.9 million) in
January, according to official statistics released by
the bank yesterday. KCB’s real estate portfolio was
valued KD 128,300 ($422,000), while loans allocat-
ed for the construction of private residential units
stood at KD 2.1 million ($6.9 million), the statistics
showed. Loans for government-owned properties hit
KD 12.7 million ($41.7 million) it added. — KUNA

Schools working with health ministry

KUWAIT: The ministries of education and health
are working in coordination on the detection and
prevention of the new coronavirus at schools across
the country, a health ministry official said. Health
ministry spokesperson Abdallah Al-Sanad highlight-
ed the importance of increasing the role of school
clinics nationwide and training medical staff on how
to deal with the epidemic. He also underlined the
need to create awareness campaigns for students
and parents alike, illustrating the ministry’s commit-
ment to the public’s health and to take the necessary
precautions against the disease. Warning against
non-essential travel to countries that have registered
confirmed cases of the disease, he reiterated that
Kuwait up until now has not yet identified any
infected individuals. Nationals and residents were
urged to communicate with the ministry, through its
official channels, in regards to announcements made
about the disease and to disregard rumors that may
jeopardize health security and cause fear amongst
the public. — KUNA

Crown Prince receives Saudi
STC chief at Bayan Palace 

Amir offers condolences over Tanzania stampede victims

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday at Bayan
Palace the visiting Chairman of Saudi Telecom Company
(STC) Prince Mohammad bin Khalid Abdullah Al Faisal
and board chairmen of Saudi and Kuwaiti telecom compa-
nies. His Highness the Crown Prince’s Diwan Protocol Head
Sheikh Mubarak Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah
attended the meeting. His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah also received
Prince Mohammad and his accompanying delegation yes-
terday at Seif Palace.

In other news, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent yesterday a cable of condo-
lences to President of Tanzania John Joseph Pombe Magufuli
over victims of a church stampede in Moshi, northern
Tanzanian, which resulted in 20 deaths and many casualties.
In the cable, His Highness wished mercy for the deceased
and a swift recovery for the injured. His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables, while National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem sent a condolence
cable to his Tanzanian counterpart Job Ndugai. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with the visiting Chairman
of Saudi Telecom Company (STC) Prince Mohammad bin Khalid Abdullah Al Faisal. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with the visiting Chairman of Saudi
Telecom Company (STC) Prince Mohammad bin Khalid Abdullah Al Faisal and members of his delegation.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with
the visiting Chairman of Saudi Telecom Company (STC) Prince Mohammad bin Khalid
Abdullah Al Faisal.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with
the visiting Chairman of Saudi Telecom Company (STC) Prince Mohammad bin Khalid
Abdullah Al Faisal and members of his delegation.

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Kuwait Media Association
and Communication (KMAC) held a
Kuwait Media Day event on Sunday.
During the event, a discussion panel was
held, where journalists spoke about the
present situation of Kuwait’s media and
their aspirations for the future.
Journalists also spoke about the most
important issues and the obstacles they
are facing in their profession. KMAC
also presented its proposal for a future
vision of Kuwaiti media. 

This was followed by an award cere-
mony honoring more than 50 of Kuwait’s
most popular actors, TV and radio
anchors, TV producers, authors, journal-

ists, Kuwait University professors, poets,
musicians, composers, photographers
and others. 

Madhi Al-Khamees, President of
KMAC, said the awards are for person-
alities who have made great achieve-
ments in the media, arts and cultural
fields. “I fell in love with journalism after
seeing an interview with a famous
reporter. So I decided the next day to
visit him at the newspaper, where I went
on a tour. They gave me an office there
and I started working in this field. I
learnt a lot from them, and today I’m
awarding some of these great people,”
he noted.

To commemorate popular Kuwaiti
personalities who have passed away,

Khamees handed a few awards in their
names in various categories. “The family
members of these famous personalities
will present the trophies to the
awardees. In this way, each of these
prizes will commemorate this person as
it was named after them. I want to apol-
ogize to those who deserve an award but
I was not able to award them this year,”
Khamees added.       

Dr Qais Al-Azawi, Assistant
Undersecretary for the Media and
Communication Sector at the Arab League,
expressed his happiness for attending the
award ceremony. He spoke about the history
of journalism in the Arab world, mentioning
some stories of popular personalities from
Arab and Islamic history.    

KMAC honors pioneers of Kuwaiti media

KMAC honors the family of late Kuwaiti actor Abdulhussein Abdulredha. KMAC honors the family of late minister and columnist Ahmad Al-Rabie.

Veteran actor Ibrahim Al-Sallal waves to the crowd after being honored. Veteran actress Muna Shaddad is honored.

KUWAIT: President of KMAC Madhi Al-
Khamees speaks during the event. 
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