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Ronaldo penalty double sends 
Juventus six points clear

MILAN: Cristiano Ronaldo stretched his scoring streak
to nine consecutive league games with a penalty dou-
ble yesterday as Juventus bounced back from last
weekend’s defeat to Napoli with a 3-0 win over
Fiorentina.

The Portuguese striker slotted in both his goals from
the spot in either half in Turin with Dutch defender
Matthijs de Ligt heading in a third in injury time.
Maurizio Sarri’s side opened up a six-point lead at the
top of the Serie A table on second-placed Inter Milan,
who travel to lowly Udinese later yesterday.

Juventus had fallen to just their second defeat of the
season last weekend at Sarri’s former club Napoli,
despite Ronaldo scoring. “Cristiano Ronaldo continues
to score repeatedly and for him it’s important psycho-
logically,” said Sarri of the player who turns 35 years
old next Wednesday.

“Physically he’s good and making a difference. The
other forwards are doing well too.” Fiorentina, in 14th
position, have had a resurgence since Giuseppe Iachini
took over on December 24, but suffered their first
league defeat this year.

Club president Rocco Commisso was furious at the
penalty decisions. “I am disgusted with what I saw
today,” blasted the Italian-born US businessman who
bought the Tuscany club last year. “Juve are very
strong, a team with a wage bill of 350 million doesn’t
need help. Referees cannot decide matches.

“Today they gave two penalties against us, maybe

the first was there but the second certainly wasn’t.” His
side tested Juventus goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny
early with the Pole getting his hand to Federico Chiesa’s
back-heel kick and a Pol Lirola effort.

Fellow Pole Bartlomiej Dragowski denied Rodrigo
Bentancur at the other end before a VAR review con-
firmed Fiorentina’s German Pezzella had handled the
ball in the area. Five-time Ballon d’Or winner Ronaldo
made no mistake, slotting in five minutes before the
break.

His second came 10 minutes from time for a disputed
Federico Ceccherini foul on Bentancur. Ronaldo made it
14 goals in nine games to bring his tally to 19 this sea-
son, including seven penalties. The former Real Madrid
player has now scored 50 goals in 70 games since
moving to Juventus in 2018.

He also becomes the first Juventus player to achieve
a run of goals in nine consecutive league games since
David Trezeguet in December 2005. De Ligt nodded in
a Paulo Dybala cross in stoppage time for his first goal
at the Allianz Stadium, as Iachini fell to his first league
defeat with the Tuscany side.

Third-placed Lazio will try to close the gap on
Juventus against struggling SPAL later. Roma’s hold
on fourth however is now at risk after losing 4-2 to
Sassuolo on Saturday. Atalanta are just a point
behind in fifth before they play relegation candidates
Genoa looking to move into the final Champions
League berth. —AFP

TURIN: Juventus’ Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo (R) works around Fiorentina’s Spanish defender Pol
Lirola (L) during the Italian Serie A football match Juventus vs Fiorentina yesterday at the Juventus Allianz
stadium in Turin. — AFP

BURNLEY: Arsenal lost more ground in the race
to finish in the Premier League’s top four after
being held to a 0-0 draw at Burnley yesterday.
Mikel Arteta’s side are trailing 10 points behind
fourth placed Chelsea and look certain to fall well
short of the Champions League places. It was
another frustrating afternoon for Arteta, who saw
his team squander several chances to take the lead
in a match they could easily have lost with better
finishing from Burnley.

Arsenal are without a win in their last four
league games, having drawn all four of them, and
Arteta has won just once in seven league matches
since replacing the sacked Unai Emery. Arteta can
point to only one defeat in that period and there is
no doubt Arsenal are more competitive than they
were under Emery.

Even so, they still look creaky at the back and
lack a cutting edge up front, a concerning issue
given the supposed wealth of attacking options in
Arteta’s squad. Arsenal have now drawn five con-
secutive away league matches for the first time
since August 1948 and actually sit closer to the
relegation zone — seven points away — than the
top four.  New signings Cedric Soares and Pablo
Mari were missing from the Arsenal squad due to
fitness concerns. But Pierre Emerick-Aubameyang
returned after serving a suspension for his red
card at Crystal Palace.

Mesut Ozil made his 250th Arsenal appearance
after reports Arteta has blocked the German from
joining a Qatari club. Ozil and Aubameyang com-
bined to carve open the Burnley defence in the
opening moments, but Alexandre Lacazette head-
ed wide from the Gabon striker’s cross.

Arteta had his players run into boxing bags at
the club’s training ground this week in an unusual
attempt to prepare for the physical test posed by
Burnley.

Arsenal were up for the challenge, moving the
ball quickly and with purpose at times. But
Aubameyang should have done better than shoot
harmlessly wide after getting behind Matt Lowton
to reach David Luiz’s long pass.

After a slow start, Burnley threatened when Jay
Rodriguez tested Bernd Leno with a stinging drive
before Dwight McNeil blasted just over. Arsenal
remained dangerous on the counter and Burnley
keeper Nick Pope did well to block Aubameyang’s
chip. Kept in the contest by their relentless work
ethic, Burnley could have snatched the lead when
Jeff Hendrick scooped wastefully over from
McNeil’s cross. Arsenal suffered a blow when
young left-back Bukayo Saka was forced off at the
interval after initially playing through his first-half
injury. Arteta’s defence were exposed in the air time
and again as Burnley dominated after half-time.
They stood rooted to the spot when James
Tarkowski headed a free-kick wide before Hendrick
nodded past the post from McNeil’s cross.

Aubameyang has seven goals in four games
against Burnley, but he couldn’t break the dead-
lock this time, diving to head wide from
Lacazette’s cross. Rodriguez should have won it
for Burnley when he met McNeil’s cross with a
close-range volley that hit the bar and bounced
down on the line, with goalline technology con-
firming the whole ball did not go over. — AFP

Arsenal held in 
Burnley stalemate

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE

UC Sampdoria v SSC Napoli 22:45
beIN SPORTS

‘Referees cannot decide matches’

SACRAMENTO: Anthony Davis had a team-high 21
points, LeBron James ran up a triple-double and the Los
Angeles Lakers used a 44-point first quarter Saturday
night to power a front-running 129-113 victory over the
host Sacramento Kings. Avery Bradley poured 16 of his 19
points into the first 12 minutes for the Lakers, who were
coming off a 127-119 home loss that followed a tribute to
the late Kobe Bryant on Friday night. The Lakers improved
to 7-0 on the second night of back-to-backs, riding
Bradley’s four early 3-pointers to lead by as many as 24 in
the first 12 minutes. James’ finished with 15 points, 10
rebounds and 11 assists for his 11th triple-double of the
season, one off Luka Doncic’s league lead, and the 92nd of
his career. Only Oscar Robertson (181), Russell Westbrook
(146), Magic Johnson (138) and Jason Kidd (107) have
more career triple-doubles. De’Aaron Fox scored a game-
high 24 points, and Buddy Hield had 22 for the Kings, who
had won three of their last four.

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS 124 - UTAH JAZZ 107
Damian Lillard continued his torrid roll with 51 points

on 17-of-29 shooting from the field, and he added 12
assists to lead host Portland past Utah. Lillard also made
all eight of his free throws en route to his third 50-point
effort over the past six games and fourth of the season. He
is averaging 48.8 points during the six-game stretch.
Hassan Whiteside added 17 points, 21 rebounds and three
blocked shots as the Trail Blazers won their fourth straight
game and fifth in their last six. Donovan Mitchell scored 25
points, and Bojan Bogdanovic and Mike Conley added 22
apiece but couldn’t prevent the Jazz from losing their sea-
son-worst fourth straight game.

BOSTON CELTICS 116 - PHILADELPHIA 76ERS 95
Jaylen Brown scored 32 points, Jayson Tatum added 25

and Boston avoided a season sweep at the hands of visit-
ing Philadelphia. Marcus Smart had 16 points, Brad
Wanamaker chipped in 15 and the Celtics won for the sixth
time in their last seven games. Boston played without lead-
ing scorer Kemba Walker, sidelined by a sore left knee.
Ben Simmons led the 76ers with 23 points, and Joel Embiid
was held to 11 on 1-of-11 shooting. Philadelphia shot 36.9
percent (31 of 84) for the contest and 21.2 percent (7 of 33)
from 3-point range in losing its second straight. The 76ers
had beaten the Celtics in their first three meetings this sea-

son, including Dec. 12 at TD Garden.

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS 118 -
MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES 106

Kawhi Leonard scored 31 points in 24 minutes, his ninth
straight game of scoring at least 30 points, as host Los
Angeles defeated Minnesota. Paul George, playing in his
second contest after missing nine due to a left hamstring
strain, had 21 points and seven rebounds in 25 minutes.
Lou Williams added 17 points, and Montrezl Harrell con-
tributed 16 points and six rebounds. Karl-Anthony Towns
had 32 points and 12 rebounds for the Timberwolves, who
lost their 11th straight game. Andrew Wiggins, limited with
foul trouble in the first half, had only 13 points on 4-of-11
shooting. Josh Okogie had 13 points, while Robert
Covington chipped in 12 points.

MIAMI HEAT 102 - ORLANDO MAGIC 89
Jimmy Butler scored 24 points, and Tyler Herro added

23 as Miami handed host Orlando its season-worst fifth
straight defeat. Aaron Gordon led the Magic with 24
points, and Nikola Vucevic added 21. Evan Fournier, who
entered the game as Orlando’s leading scorer at 18.8
points, was held to 12 points, including five in the first
three quarters. Playing with a sore back, he shot just 3-for-
13 from the floor. Butler and teammate Bam Adebayo
played their first game since being named All-Stars on
Thursday. Adebayo had a poor shooting night, going 1-for-
8 with four points, but he grabbed 14 rebounds, had five
assists and blocked a season-high four shots.

DALLAS MAVERICKS 123 - ATLANTA HAWKS 100
Jalen Brunson scored a season-high 27 points to help

host Dallas defeat Atlanta and secure coach Rick Carlisle’s
500th win with the team. In 12 seasons leading the
Mavericks, Carlisle is 500-435, a winning percentage of
53.5. Brunson, starting for injured NBA All-Star Luka
Doncic, was 12-for-22 from the floor, two of them 3-point-
ers, with eight assists in his ninth start of the season. The
Mavericks were also without Kristaps Porzingis for the
second half in the back-to-back game. Atlanta was led by
John Collins with 26 points and 11 rebounds — his 12th
double-double in 24 games — and 20 points from Kevin
Huerter, who made six 3-pointers. Trae Young was limited
to 12 points and left early with a sprained ankle.

WASHINGTON WIZARDS 113 - BROOKLYN NETS 107
Bradley Beal scored 15 of his game-high 34 points in

the fourth quarter as host Washington rallied late and
defeated Brooklyn, which lost Kyrie Irving to a knee sprain
in the fourth quarter. All of Beal’s fourth-quarter points
came in the final 7:02, as he scored 15 of the team’s last 21
during the comeback after the Nets had led most of the
game. Thomas Bryant pitched in for the Wizards with 17

points and 10 rebounds. Irving finished with 11 points.
ESPN reported he will undergo an MRI Sunday. Spencer
Dinwiddie led Brooklyn with 26 points, and Garrett Temple
added 17, all in the first half.

SAN ANTONIO SPURS 114 - CHARLOTTE HORNETS 90
DeMar DeRozan scored 24 points, and Jakob Poeltl

added a season-best 17 on 7-for-8 shooting as San
Antonio dominated the second half on the way to an easy
home win against Charlotte. The Spurs trailed by 13 points
at the half but stormed back in the third quarter. After
trailing 70-51 at the 9:22 mark, San Antonio ripped off
runs of 13-2 and 15-2 to jump back in front at 79-74. Poeltl
and DeRozan each had eight points in the pivotal stretch,
which set the table for a 35-point fourth quarter. Miles
Bridges led all scorers with 25 points for Charlotte, with
Cody Zeller adding 14 points and 12 rebounds. Malik Monk
totaled 11 points, and Willy Hernangomez and Terry Rozier
scored 10 each for the Hornets, who have lost two straight
games and 16 of their past 19.

NEW YORK KNICKS 92 - INDIANA PACERS 85
Marcus Morris Sr. scored 12 of his game-high 28 points

in the fourth quarter, and his jumper with 5:50 left gave
New York Knicks a lead it would not relinquish in an upset
of host Indiana. Julius Randle had 16 points and a season-
high 18 rebounds for the Knicks, who entered Saturday
tied for the worst record in the Eastern Conference but
rode dominant defensive efforts in the first and fourth
quarters to win for just the fourth time in the last 16 games.
Taj Gibson added 10 points. Domantas Sabonis had 25
points and eight rebounds for the Pacers, who lost for only
the third time in 11 games. Indiana scored only 11 points in
the first quarter — its lowest output in a quarter all season
— before being outscored 20-14 in the fourth. Myles
Turner had 12 points, while Malcolm Brogdon finished with
eight points and 12 assists.

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS 131 - 
CLEVELAND CAVALIERS 112

Draymond Green matched his career high with 16
assists, including eight during a 44-point third-quarter
explosion that propelled Golden State to a romp at
Cleveland. The Warriors shot 10-for-14 on 3-pointers in
their third-quarter blitz, which began with a two-point
halftime lead and ended with a commanding 105-78
advantage. Glenn Robinson III added 22 points for the
Warriors, while D’Angelo Russell contributed 19 points,
seven rebounds and eight assists. Collin Sexton had a
game-high 23 points to pace the Cavaliers, who dropped
their 10th in a row at home and 10th in 11 games overall.
Kevin Love recorded a 14-point, 11-rebound double-dou-
ble for the Cleveland, which fell to 0-3 on a four-game
homestand. — Reuters

Lakers blitz host 
Kings early, cruise 
to 129-113 victory

SYDNEY: Fiji claimed their first World Sevens Series
title in Sydney after an enthralling 12-10 win over South
Africa yesterday. The Pacific Islanders had won five
times on Australian soil — in Adelaide, Brisbane and on
the Gold Coast — but never in Sydney.

But two first half tries from the dynamic Napolioni
Bolaca was enough to see them home against the South
Africans. Fiji had signalled their intent this weekend
when they comfortably accounted for New Zealand in
the pool stages on Saturday. They then held off England
17-14 in the semi-finals to set up the decider against
South Africa, who saw off the USA 19-12 in their semi.
In a final played in pouring rain, the Fijians opened the
scoring in the second minute when Bolaca took advan-
tage of an overlap to score his 11th try of the tourna-
ment. The Blitz Boks struck back two minutes later with
an unconverted try out wide to JC Pretorius. But right
on halftime Bolaca glided through the South African
defence to give his side a crucial seven point lead at the
break. The weather conditions made a free flowing
game difficult but the South Africans got back in the
game with a try in the corner to Zain Davids with three
minutes remaining. However, the conversion attempt
missed to the left and Fiji held on to win in front of
thousands of local Fijian fans.

“Before we went on the field the message I told my
team was just to come out here and enjoy it and just do
the job,” Fiji captain Meri Derenalagi said. “We deliv-
ered on that so I just want to thank the soldiers behind

me for the great effort they showed today.”
Earlier, New Zealand’s women made it four tourna-

ment wins this season when they downed Canada 33-7.
Player of the match Tyla Nathan-Wong put the Kiwis
ahead in the fifth minute, but two minutes later
Canadian speedster Charity Williams scored under the
posts to level the match.

However, New Zealand’s Gayle Broughton scored
right on half-time and the series leaders asserted their
dominance with second-half tries to Niall Williams,
Therena Fitzpatrick and Alena Saili. “They’re a quality
team, New Zealand captain Sarah Hirini said of her
Canadian opponents. “It’s pretty tough to tackle those
girls so I’m just so proud of our efforts.”  — AFP

Bolaca guides Fiji to 
Sydney Sevens win

SYDNEY: Angelo Davids of South Africa is tackled in the men’s rugby sevens final match against Fiji during
the Sydney Sevens rugby tournament at Bankwest Stadium yesterday. — AFP


