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MOUNT MAUNGANUI: India hailed their
“winning habit” as they rallied to pull off a
dramatic seven-run win over New Zealand
in the fifth and final Twenty20 at Mount
Maunganui yesterday to sweep the series.

New Zealand looked on course for a
consolation win until India engineered a
collapse that saw six wickets fall for 25
runs with Jasprit Bumrah finishing with an
impressive three for 12 off his four overs.

It was the third consecutive game the
tourists had successfully fought back when
New Zealand were in a position of
strength.

“It’s a winning habit that we’ve culti-
vated over the years and all of us, when
we step on the park, we want to win,” said
KL Rahul who ended up captaining India
in the final game after Virat Kohli was
rested and the original stand-in skipper
Rohit Sharma limped from the field with a
calf injury.

“It’s good to be standing here 5-0.
Every time we were put under pressure
and every time we felt there were no
answers we came up with the answers and
somehow squeezed the win.”

With teams building towards the World
Cup later in the year, Kohli said India’s phi-
losophy was to never give up.

“The conversation we had in the
changing room was always look at finding
a way to win and that’s something we have
been working on as a team and when it
comes together nicely it feels really good,”
he said.

After India made 163 for three batting
first, New Zealand appeared to be cruising
towards victory with senior batsman Ross
Taylor, celebrating his 100th Twenty20
international, leading the chase after a dis-
astrous start.

TAILSPIN 
New Zealand were three for 17 after 20

deliveries before Taylor (53) and Tim
Seifert (50) put on 99 for the fourth wicket.

When they smacked 34 off Shivam
Dube in the 10th over — with two sixes
and a four each, plus a single for Seifert
and an extra run from a no ball — the
momentum was firmly in New Zealand’s
favour.

With 45 balls remaining, New Zealand
were three for 116, but when Seifert was
dismissed the innings went into a tailspin.

By the start of the last over New
Zealand had been reduced to nine for 143

and although Ish Sodhi belted two sixes
India retained control.

After winning the toss and electing to
bat, India lost Sanju Samson for two in the
second over.

Sharma put on 88 with Rahul (45) for
the second wicket and had added 42 with
Shreyas Iyer before he was injured.

Iyer was unbeaten on 33 at the close
with Manish Pandey on 11.

Tim Southee, who led New Zealand

with Kane Williamson injured, maintained
that the margin between the two sides was
not great despite the series outcome.

“I don’t think it’s a massive gap. I know
the series scoreline suggests that but the
with the games being reasonably close it’s
just doing those small things a little bit bet-
ter,” he said.

The teams start the first of a three-
match one-day international series in
Hamilton on Wednesday. — AFP

India hail ‘winning habit’ in T20 
series sweep against N Zealand

Ross Taylor celebrates his 100th Twenty20 international

WCup champions 
England, South 
Africa square up
CAPE TOWN: World Cup champions England return to
one-day international action when they start a three-match
series against South Africa at Newlands tomorrow.

Both countries have made numerous changes from the
squads that played in the global event between May and
July last year. Only eight of England’s winning squad will be
in action, while South Africa, the first team to be eliminated
from contention for the World Cup semi-finals, have
retained only five players.

Eoin Morgan has been widely praised for his leadership
of the England team, while Quinton de Kock is something of
an unknown quantity in charge of South Africa after the
selectors decided to ‘rest’ Faf du Plessis from this series.
Interim director of cricket Graeme Smith said recently that
De Kock would have an extended run as captain of the one-
day side with Du Plessis expected to quit international crick-
et later this year - long before the next World Cup in 2023.

Apart from being captain, De Kock is by far the most
experienced batsman in what seems a largely experimental
squad. To reduce his responsibilities, a second wicketkeep-
er in Kyle Verreynne has been chosen and will probably
make his international debut at some stage in the series.

Star all-rounder Ben Stokes, the hard-hitting Jos Buttler
and fast bowlers Jofra Archer and Mark Wood were all giv-
en this series off after being part of the World Cup-winning
team and playing in the recently-finished Test series, with
Archer subsequently ruled out because of injury. Among
those with a chance to win longer-term one-day exposure
are seam bowler Saqib Mahmood, leg-spinner Matt
Parkinson and Test all-rounder Sam Curran, who joins his
brother Tom in the squad.

South Africa have lost a slew of players to retirement or
non-selection, including Du Plessis, Hashim Amla, JP
Duminy and Imran Tahir, while fast bowler Kagiso Rabada
was given an overdue rest from a series after being virtually
ever-present for South Africa in the past three years.
Janneman Malan, younger brother of Test opener Pieter, is
regarded as one of the country’s most exciting young play-
ers, as is Verreynne, while Temba Bavuma, having become a
marginal player for the Test side, could get an extended run
in the one-day team.

Lungi Ngidi was hailed as a potential fast bowling star
when he made a match-winning Test debut against India
two seasons ago - but injuries and lack of fitness have held
him back. He had to prove his fitness for this series and
made a successful return for the Titans franchise in a
domestic one-day match on Friday. Lutho Sipamla is anoth-
er exciting prospect and South Africa will be hoping the
two young bowlers start a steep upward curve over the
next three matches. England have lost raw pace in the form
of Wood and Archer but will be watching the progress of
Saqib Mahmood with particular interest when he makes his
one-day international debut.

Squads
South Africa: Quinton de Kock (capt, wkt), Temba

Bavuma, Bjorn Fortuin, Beuran Hendricks, Reeza
Hendricks, Sisanda Magala, Janneman Malan, David
Miller, Lungi Ngidi, Andile Phehlukwayo, Tabraiz Shamsi,
Lutho Sipamla, Jon-Jon Smuts, Rassie van der Dussen,
Kyle Verreynne (wkt).

England: Eoin Morgan (capt), Moeen Ali , Jonny
Bairstow (wkt), Tom Banton, Sam Curran, Tom Curran,
Joe Denly, Chris Jordan, Saqib Mahmood,  Dawid Malan,
Matt Parkinson, Adil Rashid, Joe Root, Jason Roy, Chris
Woakes. — Reuters

SCOREBOARD

India
K. Rahul c Santner b Bennett 45
S. Samson c Santner b Kuggeleijn 2
R. Sharma retired hurt 60 
S. Iyer not out 33
S. Dube c Bruce b Kuggeleijn 5
M. Pandey not out 11
Extras: (lb1, w6) 7
Total: (three wickets; 20 overs) 163
Fall of wickets: 1-8 (Samson), 2-96 (Rahul), 2-138
(Sharma retired), 3-148 (Dube)
Did not bat: Washington Sundar, Shardul Thakur,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Navdeep Saini, Jasprit Bumrah
Bowling: Southee 4-0-52-0 (1w), Kuggeleijn 4-0-25-
2(1w), Bennett 4-0-21-1, Sodhi 4-0-28-0, Santner 4-
0-36-0.

New Zealand
M. Guptill lbw Bumrah 2
C. Munro b Sundar 15
T. Seifert c Samson b Saini 50
T. Bruce run out (Samson/Rahul) 0
R. Taylor c Rahul b Saini 53
D. Mitchell b Bumrah 2
M. Santner c Pandey b Thakur 6
S. Kuggeleijn c Sundar b Thakur 0
T. Southee b Bumrah 6
Ish Sodhi not out 16
H . Bennett not out 1
Extras: (lb1, nb1, w3) 5
Total: (nine wickets; 20 overs) 156
Fall of wickets: 1-7 (Guptill), 2-17 (Munro), 3-17 (Bruce),
4-116 (Seifert), 5-119 (Mitchell), 6-131 (Santner), 7-132
(Kuggeleijn), 8-133 (Taylor), 9-141 (Southee)
Bowling: Sundar 3-0-20-1, Bumrah 4-0-12-3, Saini 4-0-
23-2, Thakur 4-0-38-2 (2w), Chahal 4-0-28-0 (1w),
Dube 1-0-34-0 (1nb)

Result: India won by seven runs
Series: India 5-0

Completed scoreboard in the fifth Twenty20 interna-
tional between New Zealand and India at Mount
Maunganui yesterday:

MOUNT MAUNGANUI: Indian players celebrate with the trophy after winning the fifth Twenty20 cricket match
between New Zealand and India at the Bay Oval in Mount Maunganui yesterday. — AFP

Oilers dominate 
heated win 
over Flames
CALGARY: Connor McDavid scored
twice, and Leon Draisaitl collected four
assists to lead the visiting Edmonton
Oilers to an 8-3 win over the Calgary
Flames on Saturday night in an old-time
Battle of Alberta matchup. The Oilers, who
collected wins on consecutive nights, have
an 8-1-2 record in their last 11 games.
They scored twice in the first 65 seconds
and led 4-1 early in the third before the
Flames scored consecutive goals.
Edmonton responded to Calgary’s rally
with two more goals from Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins and Caleb Jones to regain control
before madness ensued. A line brawl
broke out in the final minute of the second
period, including a rare fight between
Oilers goalie Mike Smith and Calgary net-
minder Cam Talbot. The fracas began with
Talbot throwing punches at Sam Gagner
in the Flames’ end, and Talbot also got
into it with Alex Chiasson before Smith
approached center ice and invited Talbot
to tussle.

RANGERS 1, RED WINGS 0
Henrik Lundqvist recorded his first

shutout since the 2017-18 season, and vis-
iting New York notched its second win
over Detroit in as many nights.

New York won 4-2 on Friday on its
home ice in the first game since the All-
Star break for both teams. The 37-year-
old Lundqvist, who is having the worst
season of his storied career, made 33
saves Saturday while collecting his first
shutout since Nov. 19, 2017. Lundqvist has
five career shutout against the Wings.
Mika Zibanejad scored the only goal of
the game on a power play in the opening
period. Detroit’s losing streak reached
eight games despite 30 saves from
Jonathan Bernier. The Wings, who have
the league’s worst record, have been shut
out five times this season.

LIGHTNING 3, SHARKS 0
Steven Stamkos had a goal and an

assist, and Curtis McElhinney made 30
saves for his first shutout of the season as
Tampa Bay won at San Jose.

Nikita Kucherov and Ondrej Palat also
scored for the Lightning, who went 3-0-1
on their four-game trip to Dallas, Los
Angeles, Anaheim and San Jose, and
improved to 15-2-1 in their past 18 games.
Tampa Bay also improved to 8-0-0 this
season against Pacific Division teams. San
Jose goaltender Aaron Dell stopped 32 of
34 shots, but the Sharks lost their second
straight and dropped to 1-5-0 in their
past six games.

BRUINS 6, WILD 1
Defenseman Torey Krug collected two

goals and two assists as Boston breezed
past Minnesota in Saint Paul, Minn. All-
Star Game MVP David Pastrnak recorded
his career high-tying 38th goal to high-
light his three-point performance for the
Bruins, who went 3-for-3 on the power
play in the second period. Brad Marchand
and Jake DeBrusk each had a goal and an
assist, and Jaroslav Halak made 25 saves
to help Boston improve to 7-2-1 in its last
10 games overall. The Bruins have also
won six in a row versus the Wild.

CANUCKS 4, ISLANDERS 3 (OT)
Quinn Hughes scored his second goal

of the game 42 seconds into overtime as
visiting Vancouver remained red-hot with
a win over New York. Hughes’ goal on the
only shot of overtime gave the Canucks
their fifth straight win and improved them
to 14-3-0 since Dec. 19. J.T. Miller and
Tim Schaller also scored, and Jacob
Markstrom made 34 saves. Brock Nelson’s
goal during the final minute of regulation
forced overtime for the Islanders, who
have lost four of five (1-2-2) and are just
13-12-4 since a franchise-record 17-game
point streak from Oct. 12-Nov. 23. Michael
Dal Colle and Jordan Eberle also scored
for New York, while goalie Thomas Greiss
recorded 20 saves.

JETS 5, BLUES 2
Jack Roslovic scored twice and added

an assist as Winnipeg beat visiting St.
Louis to snap a five-game losing streak.
Connor Hellebuyck made 38 saves for the
Jets, who won for just the second time in
their last nine games. Andrew Copp, Blake

Wheeler and Patrik Laine also scored for
Winnipeg, and Sami Niku and Mark
Scheifele each had two assists. Brayden
Schenn and Ryan O’Reilly scored, and
Jordan Binnington stopped 28 of 31 shots
for the Blues, who are 1-6-1 in their last
eight road games.

CANADIENS 4, PANTHERS 0
Defenseman Jeff Petry posted a career-

high four assists, and Carey Price stopped
29 shots to lead host Montreal over
Florida. Petry has seven points (one goal,
six assists) in two games against the
Panthers this season. He logged helpers on
goals by Nick Suzuki, Artturi Lehkonen,
Tomas Tatar and Brendan Gallagher. The
Panthers, who lost captain Aleksander
Barkov in the second period with a lower-
body injury, had their six-game winning
streak snapped. Coach Joel Quenneville
said afterward that Barkov’s injury did not
appear to be serious.

FLYERS 6, AVALANCHE 3
Kevin Hayes and Joel Farabee scored

two goals apiece to lift host Philadelphia
past Colorado. Matt Niskanen had a goal

and an assist, Scott Laughton also scored
and Sean Couturier recorded three assists
for the Flyers, who improved to 18-4-4 at
home. Hayes also had an assist. Flyers
goaltender Alex Lyon made 28 saves.
Andre Burakovsky and Nikita Zadorov
each had a goal and an assist, while Mikko
Rantanen also scored for the Avalanche,
who had their three-game winning streak
snapped. Avalanche goaltender Philipp
Grubauer stopped 22 shots.

SABRES 2, BLUE JACKETS 1 (OT)
Jack Eichel scored the game-winning

goal 36 seconds into overtime as Buffalo
cooled off visiting Columbus. The Sabres
gained possession on the faceoff in the
extra period and never relinquished the
puck. Eichel entered the offensive zone
from the left, moved over into the right
circle and zipped home his career-high
31st goal on the only overtime shot. It was
his team-best third OT winner this season.
Evan Rodrigues scored, and Rasmus
Dahlin, Rasmus Ristolainen and Sam
Reinhart contributed assists for the
Sabres, who improved to 5-1-0 in matinee
contests this season.— Reuters

Finau fires 62
to grab one-shot 
lead in Phoenix
LOS ANGELES: Tony Finau was on fire in the Arizona
desert Saturday, posting an eagle and seven birdies in a
nine-under par 62 for a one-shot lead in the US PGA
Tour Phoenix Open. Finau’s 16-under par total of 197 put
him one in front of fellow American Webb Simpson,
whose seven-under 64 included a hole in one at the par-
three 12th.

Overnight leader J.B. Holmes carded a one-under 70
on the TPC Scottsdale Stadium Course and was tied for
third with Hudson Swafford (66) on 199. “I hit more fair-

ways today, so I was able to give myself some short irons
into the par-fours,” said Finau, who started the day four
strokes off Holmes’s lead.

He hit 12 of 14 fairways in regulation and 15 of 18
greens and said the round didn’t require a lot of thinking.
“Not too much going on upstairs, you’re looking and
you’re hitting,” he said. “The big thing is to capitalize. The
greens are so good here, the golf course is in such great
shape, you’ve got to capitlize when you hit it close.”

Finau was five-under for the day when he rolled in a
20-foot eagle putt at the 13th. He had a six-footer for
eagle at 15 but settled for a birdie. At 16 — where thou-
sands jam the bleacher seats and pricier hospitality
suites to create a raucous atmosphere at the par-three
hole — Finau again donned a Kobe Bryant jersey in hon-
or of the NBA great who died in a helicopter crash last
week at the age of 41.

He belted a tee shot that hit inches from the cup and
left him a five-footer for his last birdie of the day. “I had a

perfect number for a sand wedge and went ahead and
just fired at the pin,” Finau said. “Damn near made it.

“That would have been pretty sweet with the Kobe
jersey on, but I liked that,” added Finau, who is seeking a
second US PGA Tour title to go with the Puerto Rico
Open victory in 2016. Simpson’s biggest shot of the day
came before a smaller but equally enthusiastic gallery at
the 12th, where his tee shot from 196 yards took a couple
of bounces and rolled right in.

“It was a perfect number for a seven-iron,” he said. “I
quit watching it because I’m getting older and I can’t see
it once it hits the green so I wasn’t even watching. “But
the crowd got excited so I looked up ... I was shocked.”

Simpson said he’d have to keep the accelerator down
yesterday to claim his first win since the 2018 Players
Championship. “Tony played great today, there’s guys
within reach,” Simpson said. “I would imagine it’s going to
take another really solid round, maybe even a really low
round to win.”— AFP

CALGARY:  Ryan Nugent-Hopkins #93 of the Edmonton Oilers takes a shot on the net of
Cameron Talbot #39 of the Calgary Flames during an NHL game at Scotiabank
Saddledome in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. — AFP


