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Sheikh Jaber 
Al-Abdallah to 
inaugurate Nadal 
Tennis Academy 
By Abdelllatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: President of Arab and Kuwait Tennis
Federations Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdallah
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah said Honorary President of
Kuwait Tennis Federation Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah accepted the invitation to
patronize the opening ceremony of the Spanish
Rafael Nadal Tennis Academy in Kuwait, located at
Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
International Tennis Complex, on Wednesday with

a large number of dignitaries, athletes, players and
tennis fans expected to attend.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber said that Sheikh Jaber
Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah will tour the com-
plex to inspect its facilities including the main
indoor stadium that has a capacity for 5,000 fans,
indoor and outdoor courts, and Rafael Nadal
Academy facilities.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber said, the honorary pres-
ident will move to the main outdoor stadium to
declare the official opening of Rafael Academy in
Kuwait, and watch activities to be carried out by
Kuwait national team players prior to the sched-
uled match between the world number one Rafael
Nadal and David Ferer.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber thanked H.E. Sheikh
Jaber Al-Abdallah for all his contributions to the
game of tennis in Kuwait, through continued sup-
port to Kuwait Tennis Federation and national
team members, that in addition to recognizing
those with outstanding achievements at all levels.

President of Kuwait
and Arab Tennis
Federations thanked the
world champion Rafael
Nadal for visiting Kuwait
for the first time to par-
ticipate in the exhibition
match with which we
open the academy, which
is the first of its kind in
the Middle East, which
will reflect positively on
tennis in Kuwait and the
region.

She ikh  Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Abdallah also
thanked the Public Authority for Sport, headed
by its Director General Dr Humoud Fualiteh, and
his Deputy Dr Saqer Al-Mulla, and thanked all
those who contributed to the construction of the
complex.

Women’s tennis 
‘never been more 
open’ as Kenin
becomes Slam surprise
MELBOURNE: The last five women’s Grand Slams
have now been won by five different players. Good
luck trying to predict who triumphs at the French
Open. Sofia Kenin’s three-set victory over Garbine
Muguruza in Saturday’s final at the Australian Open
underlined just how open the women’s game is.

The young American was seeded 14th in
Melbourne and her best performance at a Slam pri-
or to this was reaching the round of 16 at Roland
Garros last year. But here the fiery 21-year-old was,
beating world number one and home hope Ashleigh
Barty in the semi-finals and then defeating two-time
Slam champion Muguruza.

A Kenin-Muguruza final was 750-1 with British
bookmakers before the tournament. Kenin’s victory
was the last episode in a wildly unpredictable draw
in which six of the top-10 women’s seeds, including
Serena Williams and holder Naomi Osaka, went out
in round three.

Moscow-born Kenin, who will now jump to sev-
enth in the world and above Williams as the top-
ranked American, has confidence in bucketfuls. The
unwavering belief that she was destined for the
biggest stage in tennis shone through in the past
fortnight in Melbourne.

Yet she was reticent when asked if she will be the
one who emerges from the pack behind the 38-
year-old Williams to win multiple Major titles. “I
would love to, that would be amazing,” said Kenin,
glass of champagne in hand after defeating Spain’s
Muguruza.

“Right now I still can’t believe what just hap-
pened. I need to somehow come down and just let it
all sink in. “Hopefully I can just keep going, build up
on everything that I’ve done these past two weeks,
just move forward.”

FREE-FOR-ALL 
There is a marked contrast between men’s and

women’s tennis. Last year’s Grand Slam titles in the
women’s game were won by Osaka (Australian
Open), Barty (French Open), Simona Halep
(Wimbledon) and Bianca Andreescu (US Open).

Yet in the men’s game Novak Djokovic triumphed
at last year’s Australian Open and Wimbledon, and
Rafael Nadal won the French and US Opens. Those
two, along with 20-time Grand Slam champion
Roger Federer, have reigned over men’s tennis for
the best part of two decades.

There is at least a chance for Austria’s Dominic
Thiem to gate-crash the “Big Three” when he plays
Djokovic in the men’s Melbourne final. But the 33-
year-old Spaniard Nadal will once more be hot
favourite at the French Open in May-June, having
won the crown there a remarkable 12 times.

In comparison, the women’s  draw in Par is
looks like being another bun fight. Williams will
once more be chasing a record-equalling 24th
Grand Slam title, but it is her least-favourite sur-
face. She may need to wait until Wimbledon if
she is  to  equal  Margaret  Court ’s  record for
career Slam titles.

Defending champion Barty and former winners
Halep and Muguruza will be expected to challenge
at Roland Garros. Now add Kenin to the mix. Osaka
has never been past round three. Or could it be
another Jelena Ostapenko, the then-47th ranked
Latvian who — much like Kenin — came out of left
field to win in 2017? She has lifted one title since.

Some argue that, Williams aside, it shows up the
weakness of women’s tennis. British coach Nigel
Sears believes the opposite.

“I think the women’s tour is very open, I felt that
for quite a while now,” said Sears, coach of Estonian
quarter-finalist Anett Kontaveit. “I have said quite
often that I feel there are at least 35 quality players
on the WTA Tour now, and any one of 20 different
players could win this Slam or any of the others,” he
said prior to Kenin’s victory. “I think it’s never been
more open, I think the depth in women’s tennis has
improved enormously.”  —AFP

Meet Alex, the 
taxi driver who 
became a Grand 
Slam-winning coach 
MELBOURNE: It wasn’t so long ago that Sofia
Kenin’s father was driving New York taxis and
spoke English so poorly that he didn’t know where
he was supposed to be going. These days Alex
Kenin, despite starting with close to zero tennis
knowledge, is coaching a Grand Slam champion.

Russian-born Alex, an unassuming, grey-haired
man with a receding hairline, introduced Sofia to
tennis, brought her up around the game and pushed
her to achieve the extraordinary — crowned by her
victory at the Australian Open on Saturday.

Sofia said her “crazy smart” father had no prior
experience of the game, but simply picked it up by
observing those around him. “He’s seen how all the
other coaches have been coaching their players,
but he knows everything,” Sofia said, after stunning
Garbine Muguruza in her first Grand Slam final.

“He knows what he’s talking about, he really
knows it and he comes up with the right plans,
the right strategies.” If Sofia’s achievement is
remarkable, it owes a great deal to her father,
who was ever-present courtside during her
increasingly impressive run through the
Melbourne women’s draw.

Teenage prodigy Coco Gauff, world number one
Ashleigh Barty and, in the final, two-time Major-
winner Muguruza all fell victim to tough-as-boots
Sofia, who was following strategies drawn up by
her wily father.

He joins a long list of tennis dads who have pro-
duced champions, including Richard Williams,
father of Venus and Serena, Mike Agassi (Andre)
and Yuri Sharapova (Maria). But unlike some other
fathers, whose influence has been resented or even
negative, Alex and Sofia, 21, remain close and affec-
tionate.

“I really have him to thank. We’ve been dream-
ing about this — it’s a dream come true for us,”
Sofia said. “He’s told me a lot of positive things. He
knows exactly what he’s talking about. “Even
though I don’t like to admit it sometimes, to tell him
he’s right. Yeah, he really works hard. Just thank
you to him. We can share this forever.” —AFP

MIAMI: The Kansas City Chiefs chase their first
Super Bowl title in 50 years yesterday when they face
the San Francisco 49ers in a championship clash
poised to usher in a new era for the NFL. Around 100
million Americans are expected to tune in for the
biggest event on the US sporting calendar, which
kicks off at Miami’s Hard Rock Stadium at 6.30pm
(2330 GMT).

The eagerly anticipated showdown could mark a
changing of the guard for the NFL’s quarterback hier-
archy as the curtain comes down on the league’s
100th season.  With Tom Brady and the New England
Patriots failing to reach the Super Bowl for the first
time since 2016, the stage is set for the Chiefs’ Patrick
Mahomes to crown his emergence as the best quar-
terback in the league. 

The gifted 24-year-old Texan could become the
second-youngest quarterback to win a Super Bowl if
he leads the Chiefs to victory in only his second full
season as a starter. Mahomes, who became only the
second quarterback in history to amass 5,000 passing
yards and 50 touchdowns in a season in 2018, has cut
a relaxed figure during this week’s build-up.

HAVING FUN 
“I’m going to go out there and try and have fun and

play the way I’ve played all season long,” Mahomes
said earlier this week. True to form, Mahomes and his
teammates laughed and joked their way through a
final practice session on Saturday under the watchful
eye of veteran head coach Andy Reid.

“They’re loose, to a point,” Reid said of his team.
“They know the job at hand against a real good foot-
ball team, but at the same time, we try to let our per-
sonalities show. “That has been an emphasis, and I
don’t expect them to stop doing that now.”

Attempting to frustrate Mahomes and the Chiefs
are a 49ers unit chasing a record-equaling sixth Super
Bowl. Led by the 28-year-old quarterback Jimmy

Garoppolo — who won two Super Bowl rings during
his stint as a back-up to Brady in New England — the
49ers boast a fearsome defense which will attempt to
knock Mahomes out of his stride.

Garoppolo has an array of weapons at his disposal.
Against the Green Bay Packers in the NFC
Championship game, the 49ers blew away their oppo-
nents with a fearsome ground game that saw running
back Raheem Mostert rush for four touchdowns and
more than 200 yards.

On the defensive side, the 49ers boast a fearsome
pass rush led by Nick Bosa, who was given a pre-
Super Bowl fillip on Saturday after being named rook-
ie of the year at the NFL’s annual awards.

The 49ers are also bound to have a few offensive
tricks up their sleeve as they prepare under the guid-
ance of head coach Kyle Shanahan, one of the most
innovative minds in the NFL. “We’re as ready as we
can be,” Shanahan said on Saturday. “We just need the
game to get here. It has been two weeks of (practice),
and we are itching to go.”

Shanahan took his players on a walkthrough at the
Hard Rock Stadium on Saturday to prepare them for
the extended half-time break in today’s game, where
Jennifer Lopez and Shakira will perform for the sell-
out 65,000 crowd.

At around 30 minutes, the Super Bowl’s half-time
interval is more than double the usual interval.  “It’s
going to feel like forever,” Shanahan said. “We’re not
used to that.”

FATHER-SON DOUBLE 
A win today would see the 49ers coach emulate his

father Mike Shanahan, who won back-to-back Super
Bowls with the Denver Broncos in 1998 and 1999. But
Shanahan’s coaching wizardry may prove moot if the
49ers defense is unable to contain Mahomes and a
Chiefs offense bristling with pace in the form of
receiver Tyreek Hill and power in the shape of tight

end Travis Kelce.
The Chiefs have averaged 43 points per game in

two playoff contests, and during the regular season
averaged just over 28 points per game. Kansas
City’s abil ity to produce devastating bursts of
scor ing was showcased in  their  p layoff  game
against Houston last month, when they came back

from a 24-0 deficit to win 51-31.
But the Chiefs are all too aware that conceding an

early lead against the 49ers and their stingy defense
could well be fatal. “We obviously want our guys to
go out there and have a faster start,” said Chiefs
offensive coordinator Eric Bieniemy. “You certainly
never ever want to spot a team 24 points.” —AFP

Stage set for Mahomes to crown his emergence as the best quarterback in the league

New era beckons as Chiefs, 
49ers clash in Super Bowl

MIAMI:  (L-R) Former NFL player Danny Kanell, NFL official Gene Steratore, NFL official Mike Pereira and SiriusXM
host Adam Schein speak onstage during day 3 of SiriusXM at Super Bowl LIV in Miami, Florida. —AFP

MELBOURNE: Sofia Kenin of the US poses with the 2020 Australian Open winner’s trophy on the bank of the Yarra
river in Melbourne yesterday, following her victory over Spain’s Garbine Muguruza in the women’s singles final of
the tennis tournament. —AFP

Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

MELBOURNE: This handout photograph supplied by
Tennis Australia, shows Sofia Kenin of the US and her
father Alex as they pose with the trophy in the locker
room after winning against Spain’s Garbine Muguruza
in the women’s singles final match on day thirteen
ofTennis Australia tennis tournament in Melbourne
yesterday. —AFP


