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Daniel Radcliffe named the wig he wears in
‘Escape from Pretoria’ after Jackson
Maine from ‘A Star Is Born’. The former

‘Harry Potter’ star plays South African political
prisoner Tim Jenkin in the film, which tells the
story of how an anti-apartheid activist escaped
from a Pretoria Prison in 1979.  The role required
Daniel to wear a hairpiece, which he named after
Bradley Cooper’s character Jackson from the
2018 movie. Daniel told Empire magazine:
“Initially, I wasn’t against the wig. But even if I
grew my hair out it wouldn’t grow like a dude’s in
the 70s. So we tried one out and I was like, ‘Is it
me, or does this fit really well?’ “We named it
Jackson after Bradley Cooper’s character in A
Star Is Born.” The 30-year-old actor also opened
up about meeting the real-life Tim Berkin, who
has a non-speaking role in the movie. He
explained: “Tim is a really fascinating guy. I was
very intimidated by him because I really wanted
to do his life justice.  “He’s actually in the film - he
came on set for a few days, and we were filming
in a real prison, and they put him in prison
clothes again. I was like, ‘I guess this is nice?’ But
he was totally up for it.” Daniel admitted that he
had trouble perfecting Tim’s South African
accent, which was made even more difficult as
the project - which also stars Daniel Webber and
Ian Hart - was being made in Australia. 

Mary Elizabeth Winstead thinks a ‘Scott Pilgrim vs. the
World’ sequel could be “really interesting”. The 35-year-
old actress starred in the 2010 movie alongside the likes

of Michael Cera, Anna Kendrick and Chris Evans, and Mary has
now expressed interest in appearing in a follow-up film. Asked
about the possibility of a sequel, Mary told ComicBook: “You
know what, I think that would be so cool.  “I would be so curious
to know what happened to these characters when they’re in their
mid 30s as opposed to the sort of 20 slacker thing. “So I think it
would be really interesting. We always talked about a sequel
when we were doing it, but we always imagined it would be like,
still like a year later.” Mary also confirmed she’d be keen to
reprise her role from the original film if the opportunity arises.
She added: “I think it’s way more fascinating to know where
they’d be 10 years later. I’m down for it.” The original movie was
directed by Edgar Wright, who subsequently described the film’s
central character as “an unconventional hero and an unconven-
tional romantic lead”. He said: “The thing about Scott Pilgrim is, I
think, not so much that he’s awesome, but it’s more that he thinks
he’s awesome. “He has an inflated opinion of himself at the start of
the film, which quickly gets pricked. It’s really about him being an
unconventional hero and an unconventional romantic lead.”

Jason Blum was never a fan of horror movies,
despite making his name in the genre. The 50-
year-old producer has served on a number of

horror films, such as ‘Hush’ and ‘Happy Death Day’,
as well as being the founder of Blumhouse
Productions, which has produced successful fran-
chises in the form of ‘Paranormal Activity’ and
‘Insidious’. But the filmmaker admits that he was
never into the horror genre. In an interview with
Total Film magazine, Jason said: “I really love all
kinds of movies, but I wasn’t a horror fanatic at all.”
Jason also admits that Hollywood has misconcep-
tions when it comes to horror directors. He said: “I
think Hollywood thinking is you have to have made
a good horror movie to make another horror movie,
but I’d much rather have someone who’s made a
great drama direct a horror movie than have some-
body who’s made an OK horror movie direct
another horror movie. “I’ve always thought sort of
thought that the scares are the easy part. The tricky
thing about making a horror movie is getting the
drama and the story to work, so that the audience
believes what’s happening in between the scares.”
Jason suggests that Blumhouse prefers to judge a
filmmaker on their “body of work” rather than just
their most recent film, using 2015’s ‘The Visit’,
helmed by M. Night Shyamalan, as an example. 

James Gunn plans to “wrap up” the stories started in 2014’s
‘Guardians of the Galaxy’ with the next installment of the fran-
chise. The 53-year-old filmmaker is poised to helm the much-

anticipated ‘Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3’, and James has teased
what fans can expect from the movie in a new Instagram post.
Responding to fan questions on the photo-sharing platform, James -
who directed the original ‘Guardians of the Galaxy’ and ‘Guardians of
the Galaxy 2’ - shared: “If everything goes to plan it will wrap up the
stories I started in Guardians 1. (sic)” There had previously been
doubts as to whether the third ‘Guardians’ film would even be made,
after Disney fired James following the emergence of a series of offen-
sive tweets. The company subsequently rehired the filmmaker, who
took “full responsibility” for the controversy. The director previously
said: “I feel bad for that and take full responsibility. “Disney totally had
the right to fire me. This wasn’t a free speech issue. I said something
they didn’t like and they completely had the right to fire me. There was
never any argument of that. That first day ... I’m going to say it was the
most intense of my entire life.  “There have been other difficult days in
my life, from the time I got sober when I was younger, to the death of
friends who committed suicide. “But this was incredibly intense. It
happened, and suddenly it seemed like everything was gone. 

Bill Skarsgard admits that he would love to play
Pennywise again. The 29-year-old actor portrayed
the dancing clown in both 2017’s ‘It’ and the sequel

‘It Chapter Two’ in 2019, and admits he is tempted to
play the character for a third time, despite the franchise
only being meant to have two cinematic outings. When
asked if he’d slip into the clown costume again, Bill told
SFX magazine: “Yeah, for sure. We’ve been talking about
it ever since we started doing the first one. They’re like ‘Is
there a potential third one? What would that be?’ “ Bill
suggests that there are plenty of ideas left in the fran-
chise - which is based on Stephen King’s 1986 horror
novel - although he insists that a new project should be
isolated from the previous films. He said: “If we do a pre-
quel, it would be something really different, which could
be cool. We have some ideas we’ve been talking about -
like going back to the 19th century or something ...
“Where did It get inspired to take on this form of
Pennywise? Was there a Bob Gray? Was there a person
before? It’s these things that are slightly hinted (at) in the
second movie.” Bill adds: “But I wouldn’t want to do the
same type of thing again. I think if we were to do some-
thing, we’d switch up the character a little bit, and kind of
surprise people.” The ‘Deadpool 2’ star also considers ‘It
Chapter Two’ to be the “end of a chapter”. He said: “This
is, from what we know at least, the end of a chapter in
terms of me and Andy (Muschietti, the director), who
have been working on these past two movies for the last
couple of years. This is the end. It’s saying goodbye to a
character.” The first installment of ‘It’ became the high-
est-grossing horror film of all time, and Bill admits that
the success may lead to more movies. He joked: “If you
have a success, they’re going to milk 14 out of them!”

Spike Lee will direct a movie version of ‘David Byrne’s American Utopia’.
The 62-year-old filmmaker has signed up to direct a film adaptation of the
Broadway show, which will be released in 2020 and executive produced by

Participant along with Byrne and Lee. Byrne said in a statement: “Pinch me. This
couldn’t have worked out better for this project. Spike Lee directing and
Participant producing-two socially engaged teams, well, three if you count us in
the band, coming together in what I feel will be something moving, important,
and unlike anything anyone has seen before.” Participant CEO David Linde
added: “‘American Utopia’ is a true celebration from a great artist and a beautiful
reminder to our nation that we are all born barefoot and wearing the same suit.
We are incredibly excited to work with Mr. Byrne and the incomparable Spike
Lee, along with RadicalMedia, River Road and Warner Music Group in bringing
this one-of-a-kind event to audiences around the world.” The film will include a
live performance from the Broadway show, which opened in October and will run
until mid-February.  The Broadway show includes Byrne and 11 musical artists
performing songs from his 2018 album of the same name, along with songs from
Talking Heads and his solo career.

Clint Eastwood admits that it was “fate” that ‘Richard Jewell’ was delayed, as he
would never have worked with Paul Walter Hauser. The legendary filmmaker
helms the movie, which tells the story of how the titular character - played by the

‘I, Tonya’ star - is wrongly accused of placing a bomb at the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta.
Clint previously had trouble getting the project off the ground, but is glad at the timing
of the release, because he wouldn’t have cast Paul for the lead role if it had gone ahead
earlier. Clint told HeyUGuys.com: “It was just a story I wanted to tell. I really liked the
script and tracked it around for a few years. We had it going but then it stopped.
“Perhaps it was fate, though, as four or five years ago I would never have met Paul and
seen his work.” The 89-year-old star, famed for movies such as ‘Unforgiven’ and ‘Dirty
Harry’, also tipped Paul to have a long career in the industry and praised his perform-
ance during the picture. Clint said: “I think Paul is going to have a long career but this
will always be a highlight for him, because he really nails it.” Clint suggested that the
cast of ‘Richard Jewell’, which features Sam Rockwell and Olivia Wilde, is amongst the
best he has worked with during his illustrious career. When asked how he gets actors to
put in natural performances, Clint said: “I don’t do the getting, they just do the deliver-
ing. I was lucky enough to have a cast in place which is as good as any cast I’ve ever
had in a movie.” Meanwhile, Paul has claimed that Clint creates an ideal on-set environ-
ment for actors to perform. The 33-year-old actor said: He sets an environment where
you don’t feel overshadowed by his greatness or the people around you. You feel like
you’re in a collaborative setting where there is no wrong movement.”

Netflix has extended its deal with Adam
Sandler for four more films. This is the
third time the streaming giant has

extended its partnership with ‘Uncut Gems’ star
Sandler and his Happy Madison Productions,
which was first signed in 2014. Netflix chief Ted
Sarandos said: “Whether you know him as
Sandman, the Water Boy, Billy Madison, Happy
Gilmore, Nick Spitz or simply Adam, one thing
is clear: our members can’t get enough of him.
They love his stories and his humor, as we saw
with Murder Mystery. So I could not be more
excited to extend our partnership with Adam
and the Happy Madison team and deliver more

laughs around the world.” It was also revealed
that Adam, 53, will write, produce and voice star
in an animated feature for Netflix, as part of his
previous deal. No other details on the animated
project or his four new films have been revealed.
His next project for Netflix will be ‘Hubie
Halloween’, which also stars Kevin James, Julie
Bowen, Ray Liotta, Maya Rudolph, Rob
Schneider and Shaquille O’Neal. His previous
titles for the streamer include ‘The Ridiculous 6’,
‘The Do-Over’, ‘Sandy Wexler’ and ‘The Week
Of’.  Sandler’s ‘Murder Mystery’, co-starring
Jennifer Aniston, was the most popular title on
Netflix in the US last year. — Bang Showbiz 


