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Billionaires 
bombard 
US election 
with cash
WASHINGTON: Two billionaire Democratic presi-
dential hopefuls, Michael Bloomberg and Tom
Steyer, collectively spent about $389 million last
year on their campaigns, more than the rest of the
remaining Democratic field combined, according to
disclosures filed. Bloomberg launched his campaign
in November and spent more than $188 million in
two months, a sum sourced entirely from his per-
sonal wealth.

Steyer, who was also considered a late addition
to the field of candidates when he launched his
campaign in July, spent $201 million in 2019 which
largely came from $202.5 million of his own mon-
ey he put into his campaign and about $3 million
raised in donations. While the rest of the
Democratic field is heading to the Iowa caucuses
that will be held on Monday, spending on adver-
tising and staff in the small state, Bloomberg is
skipping the first four contests. Instead, he has
turned his focus to the more than one dozen states
that will vote on “Super Tuesday” on March 3rd.

The Iowa caucuses are the first contest in a
series of state-by-state votes that are used to pick
nominees. There are 11 Democrats vying to be
their party’s pick to challenge Republican
President Donald Trump in November 2020.
Bloomberg is hoping to overcome any momentum
winners in Iowa, New Hampshire, South Carolina
and Nevada might gain by blanketing the airwaves
in Super Tuesday states with television ads tout-
ing his candidacy.

Bloomberg’s spending appears to be paying off,
with his standing in national polls continue to
climb. Steyer has done well enough to qualify for
debates, but has struggled to exceed 2% in
national polls. Spending by the rest of the
Democratic field pales in comparison. US Senator
Bernie Sanders, who ranked third in campaign
spending, spent $90.7 million over the 10 months
in 2019 he was running for president.

Bloomberg even outspent Trump, whose cam-
paign reported spending about $148 million since
he launched his reelection in January 2017.
Candidates for president are required by law to
file regular disclosures with the Federal Election
Commission detailing the how much money their
campaigns have raised and how it was spent.
Bloomberg’s spent more than $132 million on tele-
vision ads through the end of 2019. Independent
media trackers estimate that the total Bloomberg
has spent on his campaign exceeded $250 million
in January.

Steyer also spent mainly on advert is ing,
pumping $117 million into TV ads and $44 million
in online ads. US Senator Elizabeth Warren’s
largest campaign expense was salaries. She spent
more than $16 million on staff in 2019. Over the
course of the year, Sanders also spent the most
on staff, disclosing almost $14 million in payroll.
His spending on advertising was a close second,
$13.5 million on television and about $9.7 million
in online ads.

Former South Bend, Indiana Mayor Buttigieg’s
biggest expense for 2019 was online advertising,
spending about $11.6 million on the ads. His pay-
roll came in at $9.9 million and he spent $9.4 mil-
lion on television. Former Vice President Joe Biden
also listed staff costs as his top category, spend-
ing $11.7 million on payroll in the year. He spent
$7.2 million on online advertising, and trailed is
rivals in television spending, spending on $2.3 mil-
lion on ads. —Reuters

ON BOARD THE EUROSTAR: On the last train to Europe
before Britain left the EU on Friday evening, passengers
leaving London expressed sorrow, optimism and anger,
reflecting the emotions of a nation conflicted ahead its
great leap into the unknown. Martin Kavanagh, a security
consultant, crammed his tall frame into a window seat and
contemplated Britain’s uncertain journey ahead after end-
ing 47 years of European Union membership.

“It is just the saddest day, ever,” he said, heading for
Paris to watch England play France at rugby. “It sends a
message to the rest of the world that we are turning
inwards when we should be looking out.” Bayan Patel, a
27-year-old British dentist on the way to Paris for a short
break with his Spanish fiancee, said Britain’s distinctive-
ness should be celebrated and there is too much pes-
simism about Brexit. “We can stand on our two feet,” he
said. “Leaving the EU might turn out to be a fantastic
decision. Right now people are focusing too much on the
negatives.”

Destination unknown
The last Eurostar before Britain’s historic exit left

London’s St Pancras station at 8.10 p.m. (2010 GMT) on
Friday. There were no extra checks at customs. A transi-
tion period preserves Britain’s EU membership in all but
name until 2021. There were no protests, celebrations or
tears on the journey. There was no official announcement
over the intercom as the train went into the tunnel under
the Channel.

Many passengers said this felt like just another train
ride. But it was not. The Britain the train left behind will
undergo the most significant change to its place in the

world in its recent history. The EU it arrived in faces a
huge challenge to its project of forging unity after World
War Two now that it has lost such a rich, powerful mem-
ber state. “No one wins from this, we will all be worse
off,” said Alan Ron, a 35-year-old French citizen who
works in London and was returning home to visit friends
and family.

Grand ambitions
The idea of a tunnel between Britain and France has

been around for centuries. In 1802, a French engineer
envisaged a tunnel with horse-drawn carriages, illuminat-
ed by oil lamps and ventilated by chimneys poking above
the surface of the Channel. But Victorian-era British Prime
Minister John Palmerston dismissed the idea because “it
would shorten a distance we already find too short”. 

It took a further 192 years after the first detailed plans
were submitted to complete the job. Now the future of
the Eurostar is uncertain. The service was seen as a sym-
bol of a Europe without borders, but it has failed to meet
expectations - especially in terms of passenger numbers.
The ease of travel the train has depended on - with quick
immigration checks for British and EU passport holders -
seems certain to change. 

The British and French government have warned that
if the EU fails to agree an amicable trade deal then the
Eurostar may be brought to a standstill. French passen-
ger Jean-Marc Charles, a 47-year-old IT manager,
struck a note of optimism, saying he hoped Britain might
rejoin the EU before too long. “This could be just a short
goodbye,” he said “We hope that you will be back with
us soon.” —Reuters

Mixed emotions on last train to continent before Brexit

Last train to Europe: All aboard 
the Eurostar as UK bids goodbye

LONDON: Passengers wait to board the international high-speed Eurostar train to Paris at St Pancras
International railway station in London. —AFP

Sinn Fein draws 
level atop opinion 
poll days from 
Irish election
DUBLIN: Irish nationalists Sinn Fein
surged ahead of the governing Fine Gael
party to draw level at the top of an opin-
ion poll a week before an election that
looks set to be a major breakthrough for
the former political wing of the Irish
Republican Army. The Business Post/Red
C poll put the left-wing Sinn Fein up five
percentage points in the space of a week
to 24% and level with the centre-right
Fianna Fail, which fell two points.
Support for Fine Gael dipped by the
same amount to 21%.

Sinn Fein stood at 11% in the last
Business Post/Red C poll before Prime
Minister Leo Varadkar called the Feb. 8
election that has focused on the high
cost of housing and deficiencies in
healthcare in the European Union’s
fastest growing economy. Setting out her

party’s priorities in Dublin yesterday,
Sinn Fein leader Mary Lou McDonald
said voters had an opportunity to dis-
rupt the political balance that has seen
Fianna Fail and Fine Gael swap power
since the foundation of the state. 

“Fianna Fail and Fine Gael have been
in power in this state for almost a centu-
ry. They’ve had it all their own way and
they’ve had their chance,” she said.
Running fewer candidates than it did in
the 2016 election and around half the
number being fielded by both Fine Gael
and Fianna Fail, all 42 Sinn Fein candi-
dates would likely have to be elected to
the 160-seat chamber to give it a shot at
emerging as the largest party. 

Such a scenario remains highly improb-
able, analysts say. However a marked
improvement on its 22 outgoing seats
would put pressure on the two traditionally
dominant parties to drop their refusal to
govern with Sinn Fein, both due to the par-
ty’s IRA links and its opposing economic
policies. Speaking on BBC’s Andrew Marr
Show yesterday, Leo Varadkar said “you
won’t see a coalition between my party
and Sinn Fein, that’s not going to happen”. 

“The likelihood is it’s actually going to

be very difficult to form a government
over the next couple of months.” The
other option is a second successive
minority government, this time more
likely led by Fianna Fail but needing

another “confidence and supply” deal
with Fine Gael. The two historic rivals
have never gone into coalition govern-
ment together and Fianna Fail still resists
such a move. —AFP

In deep-white Iowa, 
first Latino-majority 
town shows future 
WEST LIBERTY: At the Catholic church in the small
Iowa meatpacking town of West Liberty, the surround-
ing expanses of farmland covered with fresh white snow,
the priest says Mass twice yesterday. The two sermons’
messages of harmony are similar, although it feels a
notch more crowded at the second Mass-offered in
Spanish in this Midwestern state’s first Latino-majority
town. The choir from the English service three hours
earlier makes way for a band with a guitar and Mexican-
style sing-alongs.

The jokes sprinkled into the sermons also don’t trans-
late. “I have to complete them with a different punchline,”
deadpanned the priest at St. Joseph Catholic Church, the
Very Reverend Rudolph T. Juarez. As Iowa opens the US
election season with its February 3 caucus to select presi-
dential candidates, a team of AFP journalists spent a week
driving here from Washington to feel the political tempera-
ture of a country in the midst of change. Iowa is the sixth
whitest state in the United States but West Liberty was 52
percent Hispanic or Latino in the 2010 census, which
counted the population at 3,736.

The Latinos-overwhelmingly Mexicans and Mexican-
Americans but also increasingly Puerto Ricans displaced
by Hurricane Maria-are pulled in by jobs at West Liberty
Foods, a turkey slaughterhouse and processing plant,
whose bilingual signs at the laundromat offer immediate
employment at wages starting at $12.18 an hour. West
Liberty’s transformation is immediately visible downtown,

where two Mexican eateries face a 110-year-old movie
house and the Acapulco Mexican Bakery and Grocery
adjoins the musty American Legion veterans’ post.

President Donald Trump, who ran a campaign that
demonized Mexican immigrants, won by more than six per-
centage points in West Liberty’s county of Muscatine,
which had twice voted by much wider margins for Barack
Obama. The opposite end of Iowa is home to
Representative Steve King, one of the most stridently anti-
immigration members of Congress who has openly identi-
fied with white nationalism. But on the streets of West
Liberty, no one, Latino or not, identified major tensions
among residents, who speak proudly of their schools’ dual-
language programs.

Roselia Ocampo, 28, who has lived all her life in West
Liberty and has taken over managing her parents’ Mexican
restaurant, said she was barely aware of the town’s unique
demographics until she took part in a statewide gathering
of FFA, a farming club common in Midwest high schools.
She and her classmates were told they didn’t have to join
an exercise involving books. The instructor said, “‘I didn’t
know you knew how to read English.’ And it was just like
the first time I was exposed to someone kind of profiling
me just by my color.”

Political awakening 
Ocampo’s father immigrated legally to the United States

and first worked on the West Coast before hearing about
Iowa, where the vast fields and omnipresent hog farms
reminded him of his native Oaxaca. In his off-time from
work at another meat plant, he would approach Iowa farm-
ers to buy their injured hogs, butchering them himself for
juicy carnitas he served at weddings. 

Eventually, the family started their restaurant, Carnitas
Nino, with the father coming in at 2 am on the weekend to
cook carnitas and menudo tripe soup. Ocampo thought little

about politics four years ago but this time will be sure to vote.
She is deciding on a Democratic candidate to support in the
Iowa caucuses, which for the first time will have Spanish-lan-
guage gatherings, including in the nearby city of Muscatine.

Her political awakening included watching as her aunt
was deported to Mexico. When she hears Trump’s slogan
“Make America Great Again,” Ocampo said she wishes
others could see Latinos’ work ethic. “You can’t do it
without immigrants,” she said. “No one is going to pick up
the work that we are currently doing.” At the church,
Juarez, the priest, said immigration authorities have
picked up some parishioners. “It’s difficult enough to keep
the domestic family together in these times without
adding economic worries and the feeling you may be
apprehended,” he said. —AFP

BELFAST: Sinn Fein activists protest at the Parliament Buildings on the Stormont
Estate in Belfast against Brexit and call for a border poll on Irish Unity. —AFP

NORTH LIBERTY: Former Secretary of State John Kerry speaks
during a campaign event for Democratic presidential candidate
former Vice President Joe Biden in North Liberty, Iowa. —AFP

Facebook’s settlement 
puts spotlight on 
‘biometric privacy’
WASHINGTON: Facebook’s massive settlement in a
class action case over violating a state law on how it
uses facial recognition is being hailed as a watershed
moment for “biometric privacy.” The leading social net-
work said Wednesday it agreed to the $550 million pay-
out after failing to win dismissal of the case alleging it
illegally collected biometric information for “face tag-
ging” in violation of a 2008 Illinois privacy law.

The settlement could have wide-ranging implications

for Facebook and other tech firms using facial recognition
technology, and highlights the potential for state laws to
force changes in privacy practices. Plaintiff attorney Jay
Edelson said the case helps establish the principle of bio-
metric privacy, or the right of users of tech services and
products to control access to their data used for facial
recognition.

“Biometrics is one of the two primary battlegrounds,
along with geolocation, that will define our privacy
rights for the next generation,” Edelson said in a state-
ment. “We hope and expect that other companies will
follow Facebook’s lead and pay significant attention to
the importance of our biometric information.” Attorney
Nathan Wessler of the American Civil Liberties Union,
which backed the plaintiffs’ legal arguments, said the
settlement could mark a turning point for consumers
and biometrics.

“Companies are going to have to take this seriously,”
Wessler said. “Hopefully a settlement of this size will be
a deterrent.” The deal is one of the largest settlements in
a US privacy case, topped only by Facebook’s $5 billion
deal with the Federal Trade Commission on its data
practices. Both are awaiting court approval.

Facial recognition growing 
The legal case comes amid an array of deployments of

biometric technologies such as facial recognition for law
enforcement and border control, but also for “tagging” in
social networks and in applications for retail stores or
unlocking personal devices and cars. Several US cities
including San Francisco have passed bans on the use of
facial recognition technology. There are concerns about
creating large databases with the potential for errors in
identifying some individuals. —AFP


