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MOSHI: Moshi residents in Kilimanjaro region, northern Tanzania, queue outside Mawenzi hospital to identify their relatives after 20 people died and 16 injured in stampede yesterday evening at Majengo open ground during the church serv-
ice who rushed to get blessed oil. —AFP

In Mexico, El Chapo’s 
daughter ties knot 
in state cathedral
CULIACAN: The daughter of Mexican drug lord
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman married another off-
spring of a drug empire in a lavish ceremony held in
the cathedral of Sinaloa’s state capital Culiacan,
Mexican media reported, in a new display of her
family’s prominence. Alejandrina Gisselle Guzman
married Edgar Cazares, the nephew of Blanca
Margarita Cazares, Mexican newspaper Reforma
reported on Saturday, in the heartland of Mexico’s
powerful Sinaloa Cartel.

The wedding took place on Jan. 25, Reforma
said. Photographs and videos, including perform-
ances of a popular Mexican band and singers, fire-
works, and yellow tape around the cathedral, were
shared on social media. A source at the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Culiacan, confirmed the wed-
ding took place, but declined to give details. The
couple could not be reached for comment.

Culiacan citizens living and working near the
cathedral told Reuters on Saturday that they had
noticed an extravagant wedding though they had
been unaware of who the couple was. “The church is
for everyone,” Sofia, who declined to give her sur-
name, said. “But the church shouldn’t give privileges to
anyone.” Others agreed. “With money, you can close
any building here,” Francisca added. “It’s unfair.”

Blanca Margarita Cazares was sanctioned by the
US Treasury in 2007 for her “sophisticated money
laundering apparatus” and links to Ismael “El
Mayo” Zambada Garcia and Victor Emilio Cazares
of the Sinaloa Cartel. Reuters could not determine
charges against the couple. The Sinaloa Cartel has
kept a firm grip on the drug trade even as “El
Chapo” is serving a life sentence in prison in the
United States; business has been proceeding
unabated under the leadership of his sons and their
associates.

Hundreds of heavily armed Sinaloa Cartel mem-
bers, guns blazing, last year took the modern city of
about a million people hostage after son Ovidio
was detained. Within hours, he was released.
Meanwhile, his daughter has been capitalizing on
his legacy with the launch of the “El Chapo 701”
brand last year. In January, she diversified the
brand’s business line from fashion into beverages
with the launch of an “El Chapo” beer. The brand
got its name from when Forbes named her father
the 701st richest person in the world in 2009, esti-
mating his net worth at $1 billion. —Reuters

DAR ES SALAAM: At least 20 people in Tanzania were
trampled to death at an open-air evangelical Christian
church service in the north of the country, officials said
yesterday. Government official Kippi Warioba, District
Commissioner in the northern town of Moshi, said he
feared the number of dead could still rise from the acci-
dent, which took place on Saturday afternoon. 

“So far, 20 people have died, but the death toll could
increase as there were also wounded,” Warioba told
AFP. At least 16 others were injured in the crush, he
said. The tragedy happened when a crowd of worship-
pers was attending a prayer ceremony on Saturday led
by the popular preacher, Boniface Mwamposa, who
heads the Arise and Shine Ministry Tanzania.

The stampede occurred when Mwamposa, who calls
himself the “Apostle”, poured what he said was holy oil
on the ground and the crowd surged toward to touch it
in the hope of being cured of sickness, witnesses said.
“The Apostle Boniface Mwamposa poured sacred
anointing oil on the ground,” one witness, Jennifer
Temu, told AFP. “Dozens of people immediately fell
being jostled and trampled, and some died. We have

counted 20 people killed-but there are also wounded.”

Preacher on the run 
“It was horrible, people trampled on mercilessly,

jostling each other with elbows,” said another witness,
Peter Kilewo. “It was like the preacher had thrown bun-
dles of dollars about... and there were all these deaths!”
Mwamposa, the preacher, fled the scene after the stam-
pede. Tanzanian police chief Simon Sirro, who con-
firmed the toll of 20 dead, spoke on national television
yesterday morning in an appeal to Mwamposa to hand
himself in for questioning. “We are looking for him,”
Sirro said, on the state-run TBC1 television channel.
“Police have launched investigations into the matter and
Mwamposa should immediately report to police. He is
famous, there is no way he can escape,” Sirro added.

He said police would also look into how church
organizations handle such large-scale crowd events in
general. “We pray for them, but I must say that some
churches are troublesome-and we will see how to han-
dle them,” Sirro added. President John Magufuli also
issued a statement mourning the death of 20 people in

Moshi, as well as 20 others killed by floods in
Tanzania’s southern Lindi region this week. “I’m very
sorry for these deaths of these Tanzanians in the two
events,” Magufuli said. —AFP

Stampede occurred as thousands rushed to touch blessed oil 

Drunk driver 
slams into group 
of kids, kills 
4 in Australia
SYDNEY: A drunk driver slammed his pickup truck
into a group of children in Sydney, killing two sisters,
their brother and a cousin and seriously injuring
three others, police alleged yesterday. The 29-year-
old driver was charged with manslaughter and high-
range drink driving following the incident late
Saturday in the Oatlands suburb of western Sydney.
The children were on a footpath when the four-
wheel drive jumped the curb and rammed into them,
police alleged.

Three girls aged 8 to 12 and a 13-year-old boy
died at the scene and two other girls and a boy were
injured and taken to hospital, where they were in a
stable condition yesterday, police said. The dead
included two sisters and their brother, three of the six
children of Daniel and Leila Abdallah. “Yesterday I
lost three of my children. I had a cousin, Bridget, she
lost her daughter as well,” Daniel Abdallah told
reporters yesterday morning.

“I’m numb, probably that’s how I feel at the
moment,” he said. “All I just want to say is, please,
drivers be careful. These kids were just walking inno-
cently, enjoying each others’ company and this morn-

ing I woke up, I have lost three kids.” A makeshift
memorial was later put up where the accident
occurred, with people coming to place flowers, teddy

bears and candles as well as pay their respects. The
driver, whose name has not been released, was due in
court yesterday facing 20 charges. —AFP

ARUSHA: Moshi residents in Kilimanjaro region, north Tanzania,
grieve at Mawenzi hospital yesterday. —AFP

SYDNEY: People gather to pay their respects at a makeshift memorial at the site of an accident which killed four children the
day before, in the Oatlands suburbs of Sydney. —AFP


