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No coronavirus in Kuwait; circulated
video for hospital drill: Health Ministry

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Health ministry spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-
Sanad said the ministry is transparent in announcing
any coronavirus case, adding that information will be
transmitted from trusted sources at the ministry. The
statement was made after images and videos went viral
that were taken during a training exercise to face epi-
demics. Sanad said the videos and images are from
Jahra Hospital, and the claim that a patient is suffering
from coronavirus there is not true, adding the pictures
are from an exercise that was carried out at the hospi-
tal. He said that there are no coronavirus cases in
Kuwait so far.

Fees’ hike
Informed sources said the economic committee of

the Council of Ministers did not reject a proposal that
calls for authorizing the health ministry to increase
charges for medical services at hospitals and health
centers for expats whenever justified. The sources said
this approval does not mean the health ministry will

increase its fees; rather it is a green light to increase
fees when necessary, which must be submitted to the
Council of Ministers first, explaining there is no indica-
tion that this increase could happen this year.

The sources said the approval of the ministerial eco-
nomic committee is valid for increasing gasoline prices
as necessary, with the approval of the Council of
Ministers first, adding any gasoline price increase will
be with measures related to compensating Kuwaitis, as
required by the National Assembly.

The sources said a gasoline price increase does
not represent a necessary move for the government,
out of fear that it may be linked to price hikes in other
sectors. They said increasing electricity and water
tariffs again is also not being considered by the gov-
ernment for two reasons - because it needs legisla-
tion by the National Assembly and MPs are not  likely
to approve this. Also, MEW is thinking about priva-
tizing its sectors and transforming into a power and
water authority, besides having private power com-
panies, and all of this will lead to price increases in
the future.

Needs of teachers
The education ministry’s public education sector

began deciding its needs of teachers of both genders
locally and from abroad, as well as the required spe-
cialties for the school year 2020/2021. Informed
sources said the public education sector wrote to the
acting education ministry undersecretary about its
needs of non-Kuwaiti teachers.

Eleven specialties require local recruits next year:
Arabic, English, French, Mathematics, Science,
Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Geology, Art and Music.
Meanwhile, foreign contracts are needed in seven spe-
cialties including all of the above except for Arabic,
Science, Art and Music.

Sources said the public education sector has desig-
nated two countries - Jordan and Palestine - to bring
teachers from through foreign committees that are
expected to start work early this year, as four commit-
tees will be formed for each country for English, French,
Maths and Science. It said the coordination department
has decided the number of required teachers in each
specialty, and the total number is nearly 500 teachers.

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly is sched-
uled to debate a number of important issues
in its ordinary session tomorrow, led by a
demand to debate the outbreak of the coron-
avirus, the housing issue and the new Middle
East peace plan.

Eleven lawmakers yesterday submitted a
request calling on the assembly to allocate one
hour to debate new peace plan of US
President Donald Trump in order to allow the
assembly to issue a communique condemning
the plan.

The lawmakers described the so-called the
deal of the century as “shocking.” Kuwait has
insisted that any peace plan to resolve the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict must allow for the cre-
ation of an independent Palestinian state in the
Palestinian territories occupied in the 1967 war.

Lawmakers want also the assembly to allo-
cate two hours to debate the government’s
preparations to face the outbreak of the novel
Coronavirus that has killed over 300 people in
China. Kuwait has already started screening
passengers arriving from China and health
authorities said they were prepared to deal
with any cases that might be discovered.

The assembly will also discuss the housing
problem and question the government over
delays in providing houses to citizens or
enough land for huge housing projects. The
assembly was due to vote on a no-confidence
motion against former minister of social
affairs Ghadeer Aseeri , but the minister
resigned to avoid the voting which as a result
will not take place. 

MPs demand
to debate
coronavirus,
Trump’s plan

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait customs officers
foiled an attempt to smuggle around
1,176 liquor bottles inside a container
that arrived at Shuwaikh Port, with
statements indicating it had paper rolls.
The container seemed suspicious to

officers, so it  was opened and the
liquor was found within the paper. The
contraband was handed to concerned
authorities. The discovery was super-
vised by inspection and storing inspec-
tor at Shuwaikh Port Mohammad
Sultan Al-Otaibi  and his Assistant
Mohammad Al-Khrainej.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Acting chief executive officer
of Kuwait Gulf Oil Company (KGOC)
issued a circular appointing Hamad
Salem Al-Ajmi as director general for
operations at the Joint Wafra Operations
from Feb 2, 2020. The circular mentions
the memorandum of understanding
between Kuwait and Saudi Arabia and
the expiry of Saudi Arabian Chevron’s
presidency of the Joint Wafra Operations
on Jan 31.

Arrest warrant lifted
The criminal court accepted the

request of the defense of former MP
Abdullah Al-Nafisi to lift the arrest war-
rant in the state security case in which
Nafisi is accused of offending the United
Arab Emirates. The court set March 8th

session to hear the arguments, during
which the defense will plead for Nafisi’s
innocence. The criminal court had issued
an arrest warrant against Nafisi based on
a complaint submitted by the foreign
ministry at the state security felonies
department on Sept 12, 2019, while
Nafisi’s office said it did not receive any
notice about the case until a decision
was made on Jan 5, 2020. Meanwhile, a
Kuwaiti man was sentenced to five years
in jail and fined KD 1,000, for stealing an
Egyptian woman’s car, KD 10 and a dia-
mond bracelet at knifepoint. Separately,
an engineer at the municipality was sen-
tenced to three years and four months in
jail for forging descriptions of a building
that had violations that couldn’t be
removed without demolishing it. The
building’s owner was declared innocent
of forgery.
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