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Interior ministry’s WhatsApp 
hotline receives complaints 24/7

Drunk driver slams into group  
of children, kills 4 in Australia
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women’ facing new struggles
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epic to win 8th Australian Open282464

Manila vows labor ban stays  
until slain maid gets justice 

Aqeel meets Bello, says 10,000 Filipino workers entered Kuwait last month

KUWAIT: Philippine Department of Labor and Employment Secretary Silvestre Bello III meets Kuwaiti Finance Minister 
and Acting State Minister for Economic Affairs Mariam Aqeel yesterday. — KUNA 

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and Ben Garcia  
 
KUWAIT: At a meeting with Filipino community lead-
ers late Saturday, Philippine Department of Labor and 
Employment Secretary Silvestre Bello III reiterated his 
country’s desire to get justice for murdered Filipino 
housemaid Jeanelyn Villavende, saying Manila is not 
backing down on the total labor deployment ban to 
Kuwait until justice is served to Villavende.   

“We are clear on our position - we will not back 
down. We will lift the ban only if justice is given to 
Villavende, and also more importantly, the long-over-
due implementation of the standard or harmonized 
employment contract which we’ve been discussing 
between the technical working groups of both coun-
tries in accordance with the provision of the memoran-
dum of agreement signed in 2018,” Bello said. 

Yesterday, Kuwaiti Finance Minister and Acting 
State Minister for Economic Affairs Mariam Aqeel met 
Bello and his delegation in the presence of Kuwait’s 
Ambassador to Manila Musaed Al-Thuwaikh. Aqeel 
said several issues were discussed with the visiting 
minister, including the killing of Villavende. The minister 
stated her rejection to what the maid was subjected to, 
adding that “what happened cannot be accepted and 
the entire Kuwaiti people do not accept any violations 
of labor rights in the country”. 

The minister said the case is in the courts now, 
expressing confidence in the Kuwaiti judiciary “which 

restores rights to those who deserve them and applies 
the law on all”. She also lauded bilateral relations 
between Kuwait and the Philippines, adding that the 
death of the helper is a “rare case” that must not affect 
relations between the two countries. 

Aqeel said Kuwait receives a large number of 
Filipino workers every month to work in a stable market 
where labor rights are safeguarded, adding nearly 
10,000 Filipinos of both genders entered Kuwait the 
previous month. She said the Filipino delegation will 
discuss the implementation of the labor agreement 
between Kuwait and the Philippines to reach the best 
results with regards to domestic helpers. 

Some Filipino observers in Kuwait are confused. 
Speaking to Kuwait Times on the condition of anonymi-
ty, one of them said the Philippines is implementing the 
total deployment ban and demanding justice for 
Villavende, yet at the same time the delegation of 
Philippine officials is meeting several Philippine- and 
Kuwait-based recruitment agencies to talk business 
and the welfare of Filipino workers.    

“It means business as usual - they want business to 
continue,” he argued. “It means we are not serious on 
the ban and probably the call for justice for Villavende 
is far from reality. We are giving false hope to 
Villavende’s family, or maybe it will follow later - I don’t 
know. If we are indeed serious on justice for our 
kabayan (countrymen), which we all want, the  
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KUWAIT: Moudi Al-Miftah, a 64-year-old journalist, 
tastes a locust that she just cooked at her home in 
Ahmadi on Jan 25, 2020. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

KUWAIT: Some people like them baked, others 
prefer them dried. Locusts are surprisingly nutri-
tious and considered a delicacy by many in Kuwait 
but not everyone is enamored by the crunchy culi-
nary offering. “I love their flavor, it’s one of my 
memories of childhood and reminds me of my 
grandparents and my father,” enthused Moudi Al-
Miftah, a 64-year-old journalist who writes a 
weekly newspaper column. 

But most of Miftah’s loved ones stopped eating 
the bugs long ago. Locust consumption is dwin-
dling across Kuwaiti society, particularly among 
the younger generation, many of whom are dis-
gusted by the prospect. Locusts are consumed in 
many parts of the world and are a staple of some 
cuisines. Experts say they are an excellent, ener-
gy-efficient source of protein. In Kuwait, they 
retain a sturdy fan base among older citizens. 

The first shipments, imported from Saudi 
Arabia, arrive in markets in January, transported in 
distinctive red bags weighing 250 gm. They are 
stocked alongside white desert truffles, another 
delicacy sought by Kuwaitis in winter at the Rai 
market. Larger females are known as “Al-Mekn” in 
Kuwaiti dialect, while the smaller males are called 
“Asfour”. — AFP (See Page 2)

Locust are a  
delicacy for  
some Kuwaitis

YOKOSUKA: Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe speaks during a ceremony to mark the 
departure of Japanese destroyer “Takanami” for the Middle East yesterday. — AFP 

YOKOSUKA, Japan: A Japanese 
destroyer left for the Gulf of Oman yester-
day amid simmering Middle East tension 
to guard sea lanes that supply nearly all 
the oil that powers the world’s third-
biggest economy. “Thousands of Japanese 
ships ply those waters every year including 
vessels carrying nine tenths of our oil. It is 
Japan’s lifeline,” Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe told the crew at Yokosuka 
naval base near Tokyo, before they cast off 
in a ceremony attended by 500 family 
members and representatives from the 
United States, European nations and 
Middle East. 

Abe’s government has said it is pre-
pared to authorize force to protect ships in 
danger, a controversial decision because 

Japan’s war-renouncing constitution for-
bids the use of military force in interna-
tional disputes. The Takanami, which will 
be joined by two maritime patrol planes, 
will not, however join a naval force led by 
Japan’s US ally or other naval coalitions in 
the region. Tokyo has chosen to operate 
independently as it navigates disputes in 
the volatile region. Japan maintains cordial 
relations with Iran and other countries 
there and Abe travelled to the region in 
January to brief Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates and Oman on the mission 
after earlier speaking with Iranian leaders. 

Tension in the Middle East has height-
ened as friction between Iran and the 
United States escalated following US  
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Japanese warship heads 
to Gulf to patrol oil lifeline

UNITED NATIONS: 
As the United Nations 
enters its 75th year, the 
world is still rife with 
mistrust: The United 
States remains the 
dominant superpower 
but is on the wane, 
while Asian power is 
growing in the face of an increasingly fractured 
Europe, with an explosive Middle East sandwiched 
in between. In the New York headquarters of the 
United Nations, the Cold War never really ended, 
as demonstrated by a scene recently observed in 
its hallowed hallways: a US diplomat spotted hiding 
behind a wall to listen in on what the Chinese 
ambassador was telling a group of journalists.   

Even if the world has managed to avoid a third 
World War, conflicts drag on for years and the risk 
of a more widespread conflagration remain high, as 
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UN in 75th year  
amid distrust,  
shifting power 

PARIS: Authoritarian governments in the Middle East 
are increasingly willing to seize researchers and aca-
demics, who are seen as valuable bargaining chips in 
their joustings with Western nations, analysts warn. 
“The risks now facing researchers in the Middle East 

are unprecedented,” said Jean-Pierre Filiu, a historian 
at France’s Sciences Po university. Filiu was speaking on 
Friday at a forum dedicated to two French colleagues, 
Fariba Adelkhah and Roland Marchal, who have been 
imprisoned in Iran since their arrest last June. 

They have been charged with conspiracy or collu-
sion against national security, while Australian Kylie 
Moore-Gilbert of the University of Melbourne is serv-
ing a 10-year sentence on espionage charges. Often 
authorities target their own citizens who have dual 
nationality, like Adelkhah, with Tehran in particular 
refusing to recognize a second passport. 
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Researchers prime  
targets in Middle  
East power plays 

DUBAI: Hadi, a character portrayed by a Jordanian actor 
Rami Delshad, poses for a picture with (from left) Grover 
(Gargur in Arabic), Ma’zooza and Basma from the Sesame 
Street television series on Jan 28, 2020. — AFP 

DUBAI: A band of Muppets, both old favorites and new 
friends, are starring in an Arabic retooling of “Sesame 
Street” with a regional twist. In its Western iterations, 
the long-running franchise addresses issues including 
family breakdown. The new Middle East version instead 
seeks to help children, especially young Syrian refugees, 
cope with emotions. — AFP (See Page 19) 

Muppets help  
kids in Arabic  
‘Sesame Street’ 


