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Zidane inspires Real Madrid to 
derby victory over Atletico

MADRID: Zinedine Zidane’s double substitution at half-
time transformed the Madrid derby yesterday as Real
Madrid edged past Atletico 1-0 to move six points
clear at the top of La Liga.  Karim Benzema scored the
winner at the Santiago Bernabeu after Zidane’s decisive
intervention turned a contest that Atletico had domi-
nated into another comfortable Real Madrid victory. 

Vinicius Junior, one of the substitutes, was a key to
the goal.  Second-place Barcelona can cut the gap back
to three points by beating Levante at home today but
Atletico now trail the leaders by 13 points. 

While Diego Simeone’s side were excellent in the
first half, they were yet again blunt in front of goal and
then failed to respond when their opponents found a
different gear. This is Atletico’s fifth game without a
win. The worry is that on this form, they should worry
not about the title race but about missing out on
Champions League qualification. 

It is a far cry from pre-season when Atletico
thrashed Real 7-3 and many were tipping them as seri-
ous challengers.  Zidane was under pressure then, but
his team are on a relentless run, now 21 games unbeat-
en, the latest due in large part to his changes. 

The decision to ditch a failing system and revert to
4-3-3, with Vinicuis Junior and Lucas Vazquez coming
on for Isco and Toni Kroos, was both brave and effec-
tive. Real’s form is impressive and they have Eden
Hazard, out since November, on the brink of a return,
perhaps on Thursday in the Copa del Rey quarter-finals
against Real Sociedad. 

Gareth Bale’s absence was not related to fitness. The
Welshman was left out of the squad despite training for
most of the week after an ankle injury.  Atletico were

without the injured Kieran Trippier, meaning Sime
Vrsaljko came in a right-back. January signing Yannick
Carrasco was named on the bench, after rejoining from
Dalian Yifang the day before. 

Simeone’s side were significantly better in the first
half and should have taken one of a handful of decent
chances as Vitolo hit Thibaut Courtois, Saul Niguez
flashed wide and Angel Correa poked past the post
after going through one-on-one, even if he probably
would have been called offside. 

Real Madrid’s cluster of central midfielders looked
unsure of their 4-3-2-1 shape. Fede Valverde looked
particularly uncomfortable as he spent much of the first
half as a right winger. Luka Modric was virtually
anonymous in his more advanced role. 

Zidane’s double change was a recognition of
Atletico’s superiority as he reverted to the more famil-
iar 4-3-3 with Modric deeper in midfield.  The balance
shifted immediately. Real dominated the start of the
second half.

In the 56th minute, Vinicius cut in from the left and
slipped in the overlapping Ferland Mendy, whose cross
to the back post gave Benzema a simple finish. Atletico
had been weakened shortly before when Alvaro
Morata, perhaps the best player on the pitch in the first
45 minutes, went off with an injury. He was replaced by
Thomas Lemar, whom Simeone expected to be sold in
the January transfer window.  Real retreated a little,
perhaps waiting for an Atletico push that never came.
Valverde enjoyed a spontaneous standing ovation for a
burst forward, an appreciation too perhaps for his bril-
liant breakthrough season. Another roar of approval
greeted the final whistle. —AFP

MADRID: Atletico Madrid’s Brazilian defender Felipe (TOP C) jumps for the ball with Real Madrid’s Spanish
defender Sergio Ramos (TOP R) during the Spanish league football match between Real Madrid CF and Club
Atletico de Madrid at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid yesterday. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Burnley FC v Arsenal FC 17:00
beIN Sports
Tottenham Hotspur v Manchester City 19:30
beIN Sports HD 2

SPANISH LEAGUE PRIMERA
CD Leganes v Real Sociedad 14:00
beIN Sports
SD Eibar v Real Betis 16:00
beIN Sports
Athletic de Bilbao v Getafe CF 18:00
beIN Sports
Sevilla FC v Deportivo Alaves 20:30
beIN Sports
FC Barcelona v Levante 23:00
beIN Sports

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Juventus FC v ACF Fiorentina 14:30
beIN Sports HD 4
Atalanta v Genoa CFC 17:00
beIN Sports
SS Lazio v spal 17:00
beIN Sports
AC Milan v Hellas Verona FC 17:00
beIN Sports
US Lecce v Torino FC 20:00
beIN Sports
Udinese Calcio v Internazionale Milano 22:45
beIN Sports

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
FC Koln v SC Freiburg 17:30
beIN Sports
SC Paderborn 07 v VfL Wolfsburg 20:00
beIN Sports

FRENCH LEAGUE
OGC Nice v Olympique Lyonnais 17:00
beIN Sports
FC Metz v Saint Etienne 19:00
beIN Sports
FC Girondins de Bordeaux v Olympique Marseille 23:00
beIN Sports

Gareth Bale’s absence was not related to fitness

BERLIN: Bayern Munich scored three goals in the
opening 26 minutes to defeat Mainz 05 3-1 away yes-
terday and go two points clear at the top of the

Bundesliga with their sixth straight win.
Top scorer Robert Lewandowski headed in his 22nd

league goal in the eighth minute and Thomas Mueller
and Thiago Alcantara added two more to lift the
Bavarians to 42 points, two ahead of RB Leipzig who
face Borussia Moenchengladbach later.

Bayern’s fast start was enough to kill off the game
and Mainz, who cut the deficit on the stroke of halftime
through Jeremiah St Juste, rarely threatened although
Leandro Barreiro hit the post.

The Bavarians also set a club record with 58 goals in
their 20 league games in a boost for interim coach

Hansi Flick, whose future at the club is still unclear.
Borussia Dortmund enjoyed an even more dominant

afternoon, demolishing Union Berlin 5-0 with two goals
from Norwegian sensation Erling Haaland, who became
the first player in Bundesliga history to score seven
goals in his first three matches.

Jadon Sancho opened their account in the 13th and
teenager Haaland added another five minutes later.
Dortmund scored twice more after the break through
Marco Reus and Axel Witsel before Haaland drilled in
his second for the Ruhr valley club’s third straight
league win this year. — Reuters

Bayern beat Mainz 
to go top, Haaland 
scores again

LONDON: Everton fought back from two goals down at
Watford to earn a remarkable 3-2 win with just 10 men,
prevailing in a dramatic finish to an entertaining contest on
Saturday between two sides who are looking re-energised
under new management.

After starting their stirring comeback with two first-half
stoppage-time goals from Yerry Mina, Everton were a man
down for the final 20 minutes after Fabian Delph was sent
off for a second yellow card foul. Despite being under the
cosh, Theo Walcott sealed the most unlikely of wins, tap-
ping in after a 90th minute counter-attack with a winner
that leaves Watford still struggling one place from the bot-
tom of the league.

Watford’s impressive revival under the stewardship of
Nigel Pearson had earlier looked set to continue as they
went two up through Adam Masina’s 10th minute goal, his
first in the Premier League, and Roberto Pereyra’s smart
42nd minute finish.

Yet Everton, displaying impressive new-found enter-
prise under Carlo Ancelotti, struck back with two goals in
three minutes just before the break, with their unlikely sav-
iour being the Colombian defender Mina.

Having struck in the first minute of added time when he
bundled the ball home after a goalmouth scramble, he then
headed in the equaliser on the stroke of half time.

After the break Everton looked the more threatening
until Delph’s expulsion for two yellow card offences in the
space of a quarter of an hour. — Reuters

Everton seal 
remarkable 
comeback 
win at Watford

LOS ANGELES: Damian Lillard scored 29 of his
48 points in the second half, and the visiting
Portland Trail Blazers posted a 127-119 victory
over the Los Angeles Lakers on Friday as the
Lakers paid tribute to the life of Kobe Bryant.
Lillard, who just missed recording his second
straight triple-double, also had 10 assists and
nine rebounds. He connected on 7 of 12 3-point
attempts and 17 of  30 shots from the f loor.
Hassan Whiteside had 30 points on 13-of-14
shooting whi le adding 12 rebounds and f ive
blocks for Portland. Anthony Davis led the Lakers
with 37 points, 15 boards and five blocks. LeBron
James finished with 22 points, 10 assists and eight
rebounds, and Kyle Kuzma had 17 points and 15
rebounds. There were a host of tributes and
musical  performances throughout the affair,
including a moving pregame speech by James, as
the Lakers played their f irst game since the
Bryant, his 13-year-old daughter Gianna and sev-
en others perished in a helicopter crash Sunday
in Calabasas, Calif.

BROOKLYN NETS 133 - CHICAGO BULLS 118
Kyrie Irving delivered an electrifying, 54-point

performance in Brooklyn’s victory over Chicago
in New York. It was the third-highest point total
for Irving, whose career high was 57 on March 12,
2015, with Cleveland at San Antonio. The Nets
beat the Bulls for the ninth time in the past 11
meetings thanks to Irving, who made his first 10
shots, shot 19 of 23 overall and helped finish off
the win with one dynamic stretch in the fourth
quarter. Irving also tied a season high by making
seven 3-pointers (on nine attempts). Spencer
Dinwiddie added 20 points and seven assists for
the Nets, who shot 62.5 percent and won for the
third time in four games. Zach LaVine scored 22
points for the Bulls, who shot 48.8 percent.

DENVER NUGGETS 127 - MILWAUKEE BUCKS 115
Will Barton had 24 points, eight assists and

seven rebounds, Nikola Jokic was an assist shy of
a tr ip le-double , and vis i t ing Denver beat
Milwaukee. The Nuggets had all nine players who
got into the game score in double figures. Jokic
finished with 15 points, 10 rebounds and nine
assists for the Nuggets, and Michael Porter Jr. had
15 points and 11 rebounds before leaving in the
fourth quarter with an ankle injury. Malik Beasley
added 16 points and Monte Morris had 14 for
Denver, which made a season-best 22 3-pointers.
Giannis  Antetokounmpo had 31  points , 16
rebounds and nine assists, Khris Middleton added
24 points and Eric Bledsoe scored 15 for the
Bucks, who had their nine-game winning streak
snapped.

HOUSTON ROCKETS 128 - DALLAS MAVERICKS 121
James Harden and Russell Westbrook com-

bined for 67 points, and undersized Houston
squared its season series against visiting Dallas,

which played without All-Star guard Luka Doncic
(right ankle sprain). Harden posted 35 points, a
season-high 16 rebounds, six assists and four
steals. Westbrook added 32 points, six rebounds,
nine assists and three steals. Eric Gordon tallied
17 points for Houston, which made 21 of 45 3-
point attempts (46.7 percent) and 45.9 percent
from the floor overall. Kristaps Porzingis led
Dallas with 35 points and 12 rebounds. Seth
Curry added 16 points  and Tim Hardaway
chipped in 15. The Mavericks shot 48.7 percent
from the floor but only 38.9 percent from behind
the arc.

TORONTO RAPTORS 105 - DETROIT PISTONS 92
Pascal Siakam had 30 points, seven rebounds

and four assists, and visiting Toronto extended its
winning streak to 10 games by rolling past strug-
gling Detroit. Serge Ibaka contributed 21 points,
six rebounds and three assists. Fred VanVleet
supplied 16 points, eight rebounds and nine
assists for the Raptors, who led most of the way.
Center Marc Gasol missed the game with a ham-
string injury, but Toronto outscored Detroit 66-28
in the paint. Derrick Rose led the Pistons, who
have lost five straight, with 21 points. Andre
Drummond had 20 points and 20 rebounds.

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS 139 - 
MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES 111

Zion Williamson scored 24 points to lead eight New
Orleans players in double figures in a rout of visiting
Memphis. The game featured the first matchup between
Williamson, the No. 1 overall pick in last summer’s NBA
draft, and No. 2 pick, the Grizzlies’ Ja Morant. Brandon
Ingram followed Williamson with 20 points and Lonzo
Ball scored 19 for the Pelicans. New Orleans coach
Alvin Gentry got his 500th career victory. Jonas
Valanciunas scored 18 to lead the Grizzlies, who saw
their four-game winning streak end. Memphis lost for
just the third time in 14 games. Morant scored 16 points,
and Jae Crowder had 15.

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER 111 - 
PHOENIX SUNS 107

Chris Paul had 20 points and 10 assists, and he
scored six critical points in the final 1:03 to lift
Oklahoma City to a victory at Phoenix. The win was
the seventh in eight games for the Thunder and the
seventh consecutive on the road. The loss was the
fourth in six games for the Suns. Danilo Gallinari led
the Thunder with 27 points while Dennis Schroder
added 24 off the bench. Kelly Oubre and Devin
Booker scored 27 each for Phoenix, though Booker
was just 1 of 5 from behind the 3-point arc. — Reuters

Blazers top Lakers
on tribute night 
for Kobe Bryant

LOS ANGELES:  LeBron James #23 of the Los Angeles Lakers drives to the basket during the game against the
Portland Trail Blazers at STAPLES Center in Los Angeles, California. — AFP


