
OTTAWA: Alex Ovechkin scored twice to reach 695
goals for his career and move into eighth on the NHL’s
all-time list, as the visiting Washington Capitals beat the
Ottawa Senators for an eighth consecutive time, 5-3, on
Friday night. Ovechkin drew even with Mark Messier for
eighth place via a three-on-one with 9:33 left in the sec-
ond period to give the NHL-leading Capitals a 3-1 lead.
He took sole possession of the eighth spot with his 37th
of the season and 11th goal in five games with a late
empty-netter. T.J. Oshie, Evgeny Kuznetsov and Carl
Hagelin also scored as Ilya Samsonov made 25 saves to
win his 10th straight start — and 11th consecutive deci-
sion — for Washington, which is 8-3-0 in 2020. The
Capitals have outscored Ottawa 38-16 during that
eight-winning streak amid a 15-1-1 stretch in this series.
Chris Tierney, Thomas Chabot and Artem Anisimov
scored for the Senators, who entered on a 2-0-1 stretch.
Marcus Hogberg stopped 32 shots as Ottawa fell to 2-
4-5 at home since Dec. 21.

PENGUINS 4, FLYERS 3 (OT)
Sidney Crosby took a feed from Kris Letang and

scored on a shot from the right edge of the high slot 55
seconds into overtime to give Pittsburgh a win over vis-
iting Philadelphia in the league-leading 16th overtime
game for both teams. Evgeni Malkin had a goal and two
assists, Bryan Rust and Letang also scored, and Crosby
added two assists for Pittsburgh, which is 11-3-1 in its
past 15 games and leads the NHL with 19 home wins.
Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry made 27 saves. Tyler
Pitlick had a goal and an assist, Jacub Voracek and Scott
Laughton also scored, and Matt Niskanen had two
assists for the Flyers, who had won two straight. Brian
Elliott made 16 saves.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4, HURRICANES 3
Alex Tuch scored his seventh goal of the season with

2:28 remaining as Vegas returned from a layoff to hold
off Carolina in Raleigh, N.C. Tuch’s winning goal came

just six seconds into a power play and only 71 seconds
after Sebastian Aho tied the game for Carolina. Paul
Stastny and Jonathan Marchessault each had a goal and
an assist, while Nate Schmidt also scored for the Golden
Knights. Golden Knights goalie Malcolm Subban
stopped 22 shots. Teuvo Teravainen and Aho each regis-
tered a goal and an assist for the Hurricanes. Brock
McGinn ignited the comeback with a goal. Goalie Petr
Mrazek made 33 saves for Carolina, which had its two-
game winning streak snapped.

LIGHTNING 4, DUCKS 3
Andrei Vasilevskiy made 23 saves to post his 150th

NHL victory as Tampa Bay defeated host Anaheim,
with Anthony Cirelli and Nikita Kucherov each finishing
with a goal and an assist. Ondrej Palat and Erik Cernak
also scored for the Lightning, who improved to 7-0-0
against the Pacific Division this season and are 14-2-1
in their past 17 games overall. Rickard Rakell, Michael
Del Zotto and Troy Terry scored for the Ducks, and
goaltender John Gibson stopped 18 of 22 shots. Ryan
Getzlaf notched two assists, and Rakell and Del Zotto
had one apiece.

BRUINS 2, JETS 1
Jake DeBrusk scored a power-play goal to snap a tie

early in the third period as Boston skated to a victory at
Winnipeg. Patrice Bergeron converted on a five-on-
three power play late in the first period, and David
Pastrnak notched a pair of assists for the Bruins, who
improved to 6-2-1 in their past nine games. Bruins
goalie Tuukka Rask made 37 saves in his return from a
three-game absence caused by a concussion. Patrik
Laine scored, and Laurent Brossoit turned aside 23
shots for the Jets, who have been outscored 22-8 during
a season-worst, five-game losing streak.

OILERS 4, BLUES 2
Leon Draisaitl scored twice to lead host Edmonton

past St Louis. Caleb Jones and Josh Archibald also
scored for the Oilers, who are 6-1-1 in their last eight
games. Goaltender Mikko Koskinen stopped 30 of 32
shots. David Perron and Robert Thomas scored for the
Blues, who are 1-5-1 in their last seven road games.
Netminder Jake Allen made 31 saves.

RANGERS 4, RED WINGS 2
New York scored four consecutive goals in a span of

just over 15 minutes bridging the second and third peri-

ods, holding on to beat visiting Detroit. Pavel
Buchnevich, Chris Kreider, Artemi Panarin and Mika
Zibanejad scored for the Rangers, who snapped a two-
game losing streak in their first game since the NHL All-
Star break. Goalie Igor Shesterkin, making his fourth
career start, recorded 23 saves. Robby Fabbri and
Valtteri Filppula scored five minutes apart in the third
period for the Red Wings, who began the second half by
taking their seventh consecutive loss (0-6-1). Goalie
Jimmy Howard made 35 saves. — Reuters
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OTTAWA:  Alex Ovechkin #8 of the Washington Capitals skates with the puck as Jean-Gabriel Pageau #44 of the
Ottawa Senators looks on in the first period at Canadian Tire Centre in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. — AFP

New era beckons 
as Chiefs, 
49ers clash in
Super Bowl
MIAMI: The Kansas City Chiefs chase their
first Super Bowl title in 50 years today when
they face the San Francisco 49ers in a cham-
pionship clash poised to usher in a new era
for the NFL. Around 100 million Americans
are expected to tune in for the biggest event
on the US sporting calendar, which kicks off
at Miami’s Hard Rock Stadium at 6.30pm
(2330 GMT).

The eagerly anticipated showdown could
mark a changing of the guard for the NFL’s
quarterback hierarchy as the curtain comes
down on the league’s 100th season.  With
Tom Brady and the New England Patriots
failing to reach the Super Bowl for the first
time since 2016, the stage is set for the
Chiefs’ Patrick Mahomes to crown his emer-
gence as the best quarterback in the league. 

The gifted 24-year-old Texan could
become the second youngest quarterback to
win a Super Bowl if he leads the Chiefs to
victory in only his second full season as a
starter.

Mahomes, who became only the second
quarterback in history to amass 5,000 pass-
ing yards and 50 touchdowns in a season in
2018, has cut a relaxed figure during this
week’s build-up.

“I’m going to go out there and try and
have fun and play the way I’ve played all sea-
son long,” Mahomes said. “It’s early in my
career and I’m excited to go out there with
my brothers and try to win.”

Attempting to frustrate Mahomes and the
Chiefs, who start as narrow favorites
according to Las Vegas bookmakers, are a
49ers team chasing a record-equalling sixth
Super Bowl.

Led by the 28-year-old quarterback
Jimmy Garoppolo — who won two Super
Bowl rings during his stint as a back-up to
Brady in New England — the 49ers boast a
fearsome defense which will attempt to knock
Mahomes out of his stride.

Garoppolo has an array of weapons at his
disposal.  Against the Green Bay Packers in
the NFC Championship game, the 49ers blew
away their opponents with a fearsome
ground game which saw running back
Raheem Mostert rush for four touchdowns
and more than 200 yards.

The 49ers are also bound to have a few
offensive tricks up their sleeve as they pre-
pare under the guidance of head coach Kyle
Shanahan, one of the most innovative minds
in the NFL. 

A win today would see the 49ers coach
emulate his father Mike Shanahan, who won
back-to-back Super Bowls with the Denver
Broncos in 1998 and 1999. But Shanahan’s
coaching wizardry may prove moot if the
49ers defense is unable to contain Mahomes
and a Chiefs offense bristling with pace in the
form of receiver Tyreek Hill and power in the
shape of tight end Travis Kelce.

The Chiefs have averaged 43 points per
game in two playoff games, and during the
regular season averaged just over 28 points
per game. Kansas City’s ability to produce
devastating bursts of scoring was showcased
in their playoff game against Houston last

month, when they came back from a 24-0
deficit to win 51-31.

They also started slowly in the AFC
Championship game against the Tennessee
Titans, going 17-7 down before eventually
running out 35-24 winners. The Chiefs are all
too aware that conceding an early lead
against the 49ers and their stingy defense
could well be fatal.

“We obviously want our guys to go out
there and have a faster start,” said Chiefs
offensive coordinator Eric Bieniemy. “You
certainly never ever want to spot a team
24 points.”

A victory for Kansas City, meanwhile,
would be the crowning glory of Chiefs head
coach Andy Reid’s distinguished career. A
popular figure known affectionately among
his players as “Big Red”, the 61-year-old
Reid is the most successful coach never to
win a Super Bowl, having just missed out
when his Philadelphia Eagles lost to New
England in 2005.

“He’s had an amazing career,” Mahomes
said of Reid. “Obviously, we want to win this
game, the big one, to put that on his
resume.” — AFP

MIAMI: (L-R) Sportscaster James Brown SiriusXM host Joel Osteen, SiriusXM host Victoria
Osteen, former NFL player Tony Dungy take photos onstage during day 3 of SiriusXM at
Super Bowl LIV  in Miami, Florida. — AFP
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Pakistan to treat 
India W Cup
semi-final as 
‘normal game’
BENINI: Pakistan will treat the latest
episode in their long cricket rivalry with
neighbours India as “a normal game”, bats-
man Mohammad Huraira said Friday ahead of
their Under-19 World Cup semi-final.

Huraira struck 64 off 76 balls on Friday as
Pakistan comfortably chased down 190 to
beat Afghanistan in the quarter-finals of the

youth tournament. Next up is a clash against
India in Potchefstroom on Tuesday with a
place in the final at stake.

“The India-Pakistan rivalry has always
been there,” said Huraira. “There will be a
bit more pressure, but we’ll get used to it.
Myself, should I play, I’ll try and play it like
a normal game, and we look forward to it.”
India are the defending champions and
have captured the Under-19 title on four
occasions.

Pakistan were back-to-back champions in
2004 and 2006. They beat India in the 2006
final in Colombo where they bowled out
their rivals for just 71 pursuing a modest tar-
get of 109. On Friday, Pakistan eased to vic-
tory with 53 balls to spare in Benoni but
Huraira’s innings came to a controversial
end, being ‘Mankaded’ by Afghanistan

bowler Noor Ahmad.
Afghan captain Farhan Zakhil admitted

after his side’s eventual six-wicket defeat that
they may not have resorted to the tactic if
they had been in a better position. “At that
time, we realised let’s do something different
to build pressure on Pakistan,” Zakhil told
cricinfo.com. “To be honest, it was not in the
spirit of the game.”

But Huraira conceded that he was to blame
for leaving his crease. “I should’ve been in the
crease, and I’ll learn from the mistake. I’ll
ensure it isn’t repeated again.” India made the
semi-finals with a 74-run win over Australia on
Tuesday, maintaining their perfect record in
the tournament having won all of their three
group games. The second semi-final features
Bangladesh against New Zealand, also in
Potchefstroom, on Thursday. — AFP

Pakistan recall
Ashraf, Bilal for
Bangladesh Test
LAHORE: Pakistan yesterday recalled
allrounder Faheem Ashraf and off-spin-
ner Bilal Asif for the first Test against
Bangladesh starting in Rawalpindi next
week. Ashraf, 26, showed a lot of prom-
ise in his debut Test against Ireland in
2018 when he scored 83 but then faced
injury problems and was discarded
after the South Africa tour in January
last year.

Bilal, 34, played the last of his five
Tests against New Zealand in
December 2018 and was not selected
last year. Senior batsman Azhar Ali will
lead the team. Head coach and chief
selector Misbah-ul-Haq said Ashraf did
well in the domestic tournament final
two months ago.

“We have this option of playing a
pace bowling al lrounder against
Bangladesh and Ashraf took five wick-
ets in the Quaid-e-Azam trophy final so
we have selected him,” said Misbah.

The first Test starts in Rawalpindi
from February 7. Bangladesh had

agreed to tour Pakistan in three phases
and after playing three Twenty20
internationals returned home earlier
this week.

They will play the first Test and then
return again for the sole one-day inter-
national (April 3) and second Test (April
7-11) — both in Karachi. Misbah said
Pakistan would have to play at their
best despite beating Bangladesh 2-0 in
the three-match Twenty20 series, with
one match rained off.

“There is no guarantee that if a team
doesn’t do well in one format then it will
not do better in the other format as
well,” said Misbah. “They are a gritty
team and will be under no pressure.”
Both the Tests are part of the ongoing
World Test championship contested by
the top nine teams.

India currently lead the champi-
onship with 360 points followed by
Australia (296), England (146) and
Pakistan (80). The top two teams in the
table will play the June 2021 final in
England.

Squad: Azhar Ali (captain), Abid Ali,
Asad Shafiq, Babar Azam, Faheem
Ashraf, Bilal Asif, Fawad Alam, Haris
Sohail , Imam-ul-Haq, Imran Khan,
Mohammad Abbas, Mohammad Rizwan,
Naseem Shah, Shaheen Shah Afridi,
Shan Masood, Yasir Shah. —AFP

WELLINGTON: India snatched the
fourth Twenty20 against New Zealand
on Friday after yet another super over
was needed to separate the two sides
after the scores were tied following the
regulation 20 overs. New Zealand, bat-
ting first in the decider, made 13 with
Tim Seifert dropped twice  before he
was eventually dismissed.

In reply, Indian captain Virat Kohli hit
the winning runs with a ball to spare.
The third match also ended in a super
over with Rohit Sharma hitting sixes off
the last two balls to get India home.
“What’s happened in the last two games
is unbelievable,” Kohli said.

“It feels good when you are out of
the game and then somehow find a way
to come back and that shows the char-
acter of the team.” The win puts India
4-0 up in the five match series with
New Zealand stand-in captain Tim
Southee not happy that his side could
not wrap the game up in the 20 overs.

“It’s very tough, especially in the
position we got ourselves into and then
to give them a chance at the end, they’re
going to grab it with both hands,” he
said. New Zealand, chasing India’s 165
for eight, went into their last over only
needing seven runs to win and with sev-
en wickets in hand.

However, they were restricted to six
runs and lost four wickets to finish 165
for seven and set up the super over.

New Zealand had already suffered an
earlier setback with talismanic captain
Kane Will iamson a late scratching
having not ful ly recovered from a
shoulder injury suffered while fielding
in game three.

It was left to lusty hitting by Colin
Munro and Seifert  to provide the
backbone of their innings with Munro
making 64 and Seifert out in the final
over for 57. India, sent into bat first,
made 165 for eight on a flat track at
Wellington stadium with the innings
anchored by an unbeaten 50 from
Manish Pandey and his partnerships
with Thakur and Navdeep Saini. India
were six for 88 in the 12th over before
Pandey and Thakur arrested the slide
in a 43-run stand with Thakur con-
tributing 20. 

Saini, who was not out 11 in his first
appearance on tour, put on 22 with
Pandey off the last 13 deliveries. In a
slow start to their reply, New Zealand
were 23 for one after five overs.

But in the sixth over, when Thakur
wound back the pace to under 140 kilo-
metres per hour (87mph), Munro found
his timing with a six and two fours to
get the scoreboard moving.

In partnership with Seifert they put
on 72 off 44 deliveries before Munro
was run out in a smart piece of relay
fielding involving Thakur and Kohli who
threw down the stumps. — AFP

India snatch another super over
T20 victory against N Zealand


