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In the Israeli Arab town of Umm al-Fahm residents are
scared and angry over US President Donald Trump’s
peace plan which sees them as part of a future

Palestinian state. At the same time, the “deal of the century”
would give the Jewish state a green light to annex chunks
of territory in the occupied West Bank, where more than
400,000 Israelis live in settlements deemed illegal under
international law. In Umm al-Fahm, a hilltop town of over
50,000 people in  northern Israel, locals are aghast at a
clause on page 13 of the 181-page plan, which would barter
their Israeli citizenship for the interests of the settlers.

As part of an “exchange” of territory, the Trump deal,
entitled Peace To Prosperity, could transfer control of the
Arab “triangle” - a cluster of 14 towns and villages where
more than 260,000 Israeli Arabs live - from Israel to a
mooted Palestinian state. “The Vision contemplates the
possibility, subject to agreement of the parties, that the
borders of Israel will be redrawn such that the Triangle
Communities become part of the State of Palestine,” reads
the text published by the White House.

That idea was welcomed by former Israeli defense min-
ister Avigdor Lieberman, head of the secular nationalist
Yisrael Beitenu party, who proposed such a swap in 2004.
But triangle residents find it a bitter pill to swallow. “We
don’t take this lightly. This situation is very serious, and it
makes me very afraid,” said Rosine Zaid, sitting in an Umm
al-Fahm cafe. “We’re not going to let that happen,” adds
her friend Lubna Asali, between sips of coffee. “We are
ready to defend our land. We are against this program,”

said 16-year-old Abdel. He supports a Palestinian state, but
with its capital in Jerusalem, which the plan acknowledges
as Israel’s “undivided” capital. “If they want to get us out
of Israel, we want Jerusalem to follow us,” he says. In the
triangle town of Baqa Al-Gharbiya, around 2,000 people
marched in protest against the plan on Saturday, while
Israeli police kept a low profile with no visible presence.
The Baqa al-Gharbiya marchers chanted “Jerusalem is the
capital of Palestine.” At the rally was Israeli Arab lawmaker
Ahmed Tibi. “The cry going up here is, ‘We are staying
here,” he told AFP.  

“Arab and Israeli”
The Trump proposal does not in fact advocate the

physical relocation of triangle residents. Instead it would
change the status of their communities, making them a
Palestinian enclave, cut off from the neighboring West
Bank by an Israeli barrier erected during the bloody sec-
ond Palestinian intifada in the early 2000s. They fear that
as citizens of a Palestinian state they would lose the bene-
fits of Israel’s thriving economy, its health and welfare sys-
tem and the freedom to enter Israel, where many of their
relatives have lived since before the creation of the Jewish
state in 1948.

“We are part of the Arab minority in Israel and we live
on our national land,” says Yousef Jabareen, a member of
the Israeli parliament and an Umm al-Fahm native. “We
refuse this plan, we want to continue to exist both social-
ly and politically. “I am Arab, I am Palestinian, and I am

also a citizen of the State of Israel,” he added, saying he
feared that the triangle would become a “canton” land-
locked in Israel.

‘Racially-motivated separation’ 
Jabareen, who belongs to the mainly-Arab Joint List

opposition alliance, says implementing the plan would
shrink the Arab population of Israel and erode its influ-
ence. Arabs currently number about 1.8 million, some 20
percent of Israel’s population. The Trump plan would take
about 260,000 Arabs out of that total, leaving the remain-
der politically weaker, Israeli Arab NGO Adallah wrote on
its website. “According to the plan, the residents of the
earmarked communities would remain in their homes but
Israel’s borders would simply be redrawn to leave them
outside its border,” it said. If executed, it would bring
about a demographic shift through “racially-motivated
separation”.

Jabareen’s Joint List backed Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s rival Benny Gantz for prime minister in a
September general election. But neither man was able to
muster enough votes to form a government and a new poll
is scheduled for March, Israel’s third within a year. Gantz
backs the Trump plan and has said he will submit it to
Israel’s parliament for endorsement in the coming week,
drawing fire from Israeli Arabs. For former MP Mohammed
Barakeh, their choice at the polling booths will be clear. “It
will be the Arab list against the entire Israeli political
establishment,” he said. — AFP 

Israeli Arabs fear for future under Trump plan 

Palestinians facing 
uphill battle against 
Trump Mideast plan

When Palestinian leaders learned that the release
of US President Donald Trump’s Middle East
plan was imminent, they swiftly announced a

“day of rage” - a gritty, oft-used call for resistance
against Israel. But few demonstrators actually took to the
streets despite Palestinians’ broad rejection of Trump’s
proposal, a gap between rhetoric and delivery that
exposes the scale of the challenge their leaders face in
pressuring the United States and Israel.

As in past decades, critics are branding the
Palestinians as naysayers, continually rejecting offers of a
settlement in the hope, so far futile, of something better
to come. And domestic frustration with the Palestinian
leadership has been building for years, with an ageing
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas seeking a legacy
but having dwindling scope to demonstrate progress
toward his people’s dream of freedom.

Contrary to expectations, Trump did propose a “two-
state” solution for the conflict - but with strict conditions

that would leave any future Palestinian state under
near-complete Israeli  security control. Trump’s
endorsement of Israel keeping its settlements delighted
right-wingers, who immediately urged the extension of
Israeli sovereignty to nearly 30 percent of the occupied
West Bank, which Israel captured in a 1967 war.
Palestinians say such moves would lead to apartheid.
Israel rejects any comparison of its policies towards the
Palestinians to South Africa’s former system of legally-
mandated racial segregation.

Analysts say that Palestinians face a difficult road
ahead. “They don’t have good options. Responding pos-
itively to the Trump peace plan is impossible for any
Palestinian leader. He would be seen as having sold out
the Palestinian national cause completely,” said Greg
Shapland, a Middle East specialist at London’s Chatham
House think tank. “(This) whole exercise seems to be
structured in such a way that the Palestinians would
have to refuse it and then the Americans can say to
Israel and to the rest of the world, ‘go ahead and do it’
because the Palestinians are clearly not interested in
peace,” Shapland said.

That attack line has already been used by Jared
Kushner, Trump’s son-in-law and principal architect of
the plan. “We’re not going to chase the Palestinians,”
he told reporters. “It will be very hard for them to play
the victim card when they basically have a real deal on
the table.”

International opposition
One avenue for Abbas, 84, is to use the United

Nations to drum up international opposition to Trump’s
plan. But Washington can veto any move in the Security
Council. And even if Abbas wins support in the General
Assembly it will have little more practical effect than a
2017 vote calling on Trump to drop his recognition of
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. That secured 128 of 193
votes in support of the Palestinian argument, but was
only a rhetorical show of support. Abbas will also try
other routes. Yesterday he traveled to Cairo for a meeting
of the Arab League, where he will engage regional allies.
But many Arab states rely on US military aid or financial
backing. And most are led by Sunni Muslim administra-
tions that are aligned with the United States and Israel in
confronting Iran’s revolutionary Shiite theocracy.

Diana Buttu, a former legal adviser to the Palestine
Liberation Organization, said it was important to “hold
the (Arab) states who were part of this charade to
account” but that it wasn’t likely to strengthen the
Palestinians’ hand. “A better strategy is to begin to hold
Israel accountable, whether it’s through sanctions or legal
(moves),” she said. One such legal move is at the
International Criminal Court, whose chief prosecutor is
seeking an investigation into alleged war crimes in the
Palestinian Territories. The court is still deciding if it has
jurisdiction. Israel says the court has no jurisdiction to
investigate the Palestinian Territories. — Reuters 

Africa mobilizes 
against coronavirus 
as fears mount 

African countries are scrambling to avert an out-
break of the rapidly spreading coronavirus strain,
as health officials warn that the poorest countries

are ill-equipped to combat the deadly disease. Across
the continent, governments have stationed nurses at air-
ports to check for feverish passengers and have sus-
pended Chinese entry visas, while ordinary people grow
increasingly nervous. There have been no verified infec-
tions in Africa to date, but deep trade links with China
and often overstretched healthcare systems are raising
concerns about the capacity to respond to an outbreak.

The World Health Organization (WHO) on Thursday
declared a global emergency as coronavirus infections
spread, after initially downplaying the threat. “Our
greatest concern is the potential for the virus to spread
to countries with weaker health systems,” WHO chief
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said. J Stephen
Morrison, director of the Global Health Policy Center at
the Center for Strategic and International Studies in
Washington, said the disease risked taking root if it
reaches certain African countries. He warned that such
a scenario could usher in a “global pandemic”. 

Several poor African states have recently suffered
disastrous viral outbreaks - and they’re keenly aware of
the threat. The Ebola virus raged through Liberia, Sierra
Leone and Guinea in 2014-2016, killing about 11,300
people. Mosoka Fallah, the head of Liberia’s public
health institute, told lawmakers this week that the rapid
spread of the new coronavirus was “catastrophic”.
“Steps must be taken as early as possible to prevent it
from entering here,” he said, adding that the govern-
ment had ramped up airport checks.

Anciao Fabiao Paulo, an Angolan student, told AFP
that “it’s over” if coronavirus reaches his country. “Our
health system is vulnerable and there are no good spe-
cialists. With malaria, people are already dropping like
flies,” he said. Coronavirus has killed more than 200
people in China - where it emerged in the central city of
Wuhan - and infected thousands more. 

Screenings at airports 
At Senegal’s Blaise Diagne International Airport, health

officials peer into a small thermal camera before the pass-
port check. “The first sign of these communicable diseases
is a fever,” said Barnabe Gning, in charge of sanitary con-
trol in the West African country’s airports. The doctor, who
previously helped prevent Ebola from reaching Senegal,
said the airport installed the safety system late last week. It
was only able to do so quickly because, by chance, it had
held disease-outbreak training in November. 

However, Gning cautioned that thermal cameras are
not foolproof. Similar thermal cameras which detect
feverish passengers are now going up across African
capitals. These allow people with a high temperature to
be identified - the camera screen shows their body heat
- and then quarantined pending a lab test confirming a
coronavirus infection. John Nkengasong, the director of
the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention,
told reporters this week that some countries were being
watched more closely than others. Egypt, Morocco,
Ethiopia, Kenya, South Africa, Rwanda and Mauritius
are expected to “enhance screening” because of fre-
quent traffic with China, he said. 

‘Avoid Chinese shops’ 
Elsewhere, governments have enacted travel bans or

urged people to remain indoors, adding to a sense of
alarm. Fears of an outbreak were rife in Nigeria this
week, for example, when authorities shut a Chinese
supermarket in the capital Abuja. But they did so to
remove expired products. The southern African country
of Botswana announced a suspected case on Friday,
also sparking fears. “The first thing is to avoid going to
Chinese shops as much as possible,” said Mqondisi
Dube, a journalist in the capital Gabarone.

And in the West African archipelago of Cape Verde,
locals are rushing to buy fennel because of false claims
it heals coronavirus. In a sign of extreme caution, some
governments are also asking Chinese nationals to
remain indoors. Nigeria has urged any person arriving
from China to “self-isolate” for at least two weeks, even
if they are not ill. The Chinese embassy in Mauritania
has similarly asked its recent arrivals in the West African
country to remain indoors for two weeks.

In Mozambique, the government has suspended
visas for Chinese citizens and forbidden its citizens from
travelling there. South African authorities are checking
passengers’ temperatures at airports and have listed 11
hospitals that will deal with emergencies if they arise.

Though Africa is one of the few continents not to
have confirmed coronavirus cases, the number of sus-
pected cases is increasing. Several countries, including
Ethiopia, Kenya, Angola, Botswana and Ivory Coast,
have signalled possible infections. But confirming coro-
navirus can take time, as health authorities lacking
expertise have to send samples to labs in countries such
as South Africa. — AFP

Schoolgirls walk past a mural in the Arab-Israeli town of Umm al-Fahm, which lies 60 km north of Tel Aviv in northern Israel, on Jan 30, 2020. — AFP 

Brexit means nailing 
your colors to new 
flagpole, for some  

For years, he crisscrossed the globe almost weekly,
travelling on a British passport without a second
thought, raising funds for international non-profit

organizations and working for the likes of Elton John and
Nelson Mandela. But when Britain voted to leave the
European Union, something changed inside Daryl Upsall, a
59-year-old businessman who has spent decades living
and working in Europe. As Britain formally left the block
on Friday, Upsall is also on the brink of his own “Brexit” -
giving up his British citizenship to become Spanish. 

It’s an interesting twist for someone who grew up in the
English town of Boston, known today as Britain’s Brexit
capital after 75 percent of its residents voted leave during
the 2016 referendum. “I was always very international but
also very involved in politics in the UK,” said Upsall who
spent a decade in London working for the Nicaragua
Solidarity Campaign, writing speeches for former Labour
leader Neil Kinnock and raising funds for Elton John’s
AIDS charity and Nelson Mandela’s African National
Congress.

He left in 1993 and after
seven years with
Greenpeace in Amsterdam,
he moved to Madrid setting
up a string of companies
serving the non-profit sec-
tor. But he never once
thought about becoming
Spanish. “I had all the rights
to live, work here - my son
and my wife are Spanish, all
the companies are Spanish,
and Britain was European,
so thinking about Spanish
nationality didn’t really

occur to me,” he said. “Then Brexit came along.”

A passport that works 
By the end of 2019, there were 378,139 Britons regis-

tered as living in Spain, updated interior ministry figures
show, making it the largest community in Europe. But few
have opted for citizenship given the requirement to relin-
quish their British nationality. Since Brexit, that has
changed with justice ministry figures showing applications
rising from 33 in 2016 to 335 last year. For Upsall, the deci-
sion was about keeping his European identity while avoid-
ing the travelling uncertainties created by Brexit. 

“If I travel to China or India, where you need a visa...as
a European, it takes a week. But who knows where things

are in (the different countries’) negotiations with the UK -
is it going to be a week or two weeks? I travel every week
to a different country.” A long and complex process,
becoming Spanish is not for the fainthearted, involving a
demanding study of hundreds of potential questions on
Spanish history, culture and politics, from Nobel Prize
winners to the colors of regional flags. 

“It became a parlor game for us - we’d have people for
dinner and I’d ask them when Spain’s war of independence
finished. We literally never found a Spanish person who
could pass it without having studied,” Upsall said.
Prospective applicants must also take a language exam
involving an oral test and a three-hour written paper. Only
those who pass both tests are allowed to apply. 

‘Embarrassed to be British’ 
“I reached a point about 18 months ago when I actually

became embarrassed to be British,” Upsall admitted. “I’m
ashamed my country took that decision and muddled its
useless way through it.” But the idea of renouncing his
British nationality didn’t go down well back home, particu-
larly with his mother who like most in their town had voted
to leave. “When I told my mother, she burst into tears. She
said: You can’t do it. And I said: You’re the Daily Mail
reader that voted for all of this, it’s the consequence of
your actions.” Barely a year into a three-year process,
becoming Spanish is still some way off. But when he has to
give up being British, he will. “It will be a sad moment,” he
reflects. “Kind of the end of an era.” — AFP 

Daryl Upsall


