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Kuwaiti diplomat underscores
interest in human rights review

GENEVA: Kuwait’s Permanent
Representative at the UN and International
Organizations Jamal Al-Ghunaim said yes-
terday that his country attaches much heed
to the periodic human rights review as a
‘unique mechanism.’  “This mechanism
encompasses a review of human rights
records of all United Nations (UN) member
states, and it is marked by neutrality,” he
said. He added that Kuwait is interested in
interacting with this mechanism with a view
to creating more human rights improvement
indexes in the country by means of drawing
upon advanced countries’ expertise in this
regard. It is the third time Kuwait reviews its
human rights record at a meeting of the
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Working
Group, he said. The previous two times took
place in 2010 and 2015.

The Kuwaiti diplomat noted that his coun-
try positively and effectively deals with all
human rights mechanisms and pursues a
clear-cut and frank stance on them, thus
earning it much international confidence and
respect. Proceeding from its interest in
human rights issues, Kuwait will strive to tap
available expertise and recommendations, he
added, boasting about international satisfac-
tion with Kuwait’s efforts to promote and
shore up human rights just as reflected by
interactive dialogue within the council’s
meeting. However, the Kuwaiti diplomat
restated that his country remains opposed to

anything that could run counter to Islamic
law and national constitution and law. 

Increasing care
Kuwaiti Minister of Finance and Acting

Minister of State for Economic Affairs
Mariam Al-Aqeel had expressed her coun-
try’s appreciation of the increasing care
shown by the international community for
human rights issues. Addressing a meeting
by the UN Human Rights  Counci l  on
Fr iday, she thanked the Counci l  for
endorsing Kuwait’s third human rights
record during Wednesday’s meeting of the
UPR Working Group. The State of Kuwait
attaches great importance to the UPR
which serves as fair and practical mecha-

nism for  evaluat ing the human r ights
records of all countries, Aqeel stressed.

Kuwait appreciates all efforts being made by
the HRC to promote human rights worldwide,
she said, reaffirming Kuwait’s commitment to
studying all recommendations of the UPR care-
fully and specifying its stance on them in the
run-up to the 44th session of the council, slated
for June 2020. The universal periodic review is a
unique process which involves a review of the
human rights records of all 193 UN Member
States once every five years. Kuwait has been
one of 14 states which were reviewed by the
UPR Working Group during its session from
January 20 to 31. Kuwait’s first and second UPR
reviews took place in May 2010 and January
2015. — KUNA
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Kuwaiti Minister of Finance and Acting Minister of State for Economic Affairs Mariam Al-
Aqeel (second from left) attends the UN Human Rights Council.


