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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in
Kuwait, signed a partnership agreement with National
Shooting Company (Shooting), owner of the Shooting
Ranges Complex, to offer a variety of the latest tech
and wireless telecom solutions, Internet services,
CCTV systems, and more with the aim of elevating the
company’s customer experience and reinforcing its
infrastructure with world-class solutions. 

As part of this agreement, Zain will offer a wide
range of the latest digital services and wireless telecom-
munications solutions built on the most advanced tech-
nologies to serve Shooting’s technical needs as per the
highest standards. National Shooting Company, the
owner and operator of the Shooting Ranges Complex -
the only shooting range in Kuwait, is a leading national
company that contributes to offering shooting sports
activities in an appropriate and safe environment that
follows global quality and safety standards. 

Zain is set to offer Shooting a number of world-class
solutions to upgrade and reinforce the infrastructure of
the company’s entire facilities. This includes supplying,

installing, and operating outdoor and indoor CCTV sys-
tems, supplying, installing, and operating Cisco Wi-Fi sys-
tems via the most advanced standards, as well as offering
the latest Internet and voice call services in the market. 

In addition, the agreement includes upgrading all of
the company’s shooting systems and wireless control
units used inside the Shooting Ranges Complex, and
offering drone services for photography and videogra-
phy purposes related to the company’s facilities.
Recently, Zain received three international certifications
from Cisco, the global leader in telecommunications
and networks technologies. The certifications from
Cisco reflect Zain’s commitment in offering the latest
and most advanced technology solutions as per the
highest international standards for customers in
Kuwait’s business sector. 

The first certification from Cisco, Advanced
Collaboration Architecture Specialized Partner,
acknowledges Zain’s capabilities with respect to Cisco’s
HCS solutions over the cloud in the Kuwaiti market. The
second certification, Advanced Cloud and Managed

Services Certified Partner, affirms Zain’s capabilities in
offering the latest advanced cloud and managed servic-
es to corporate customers. 

The third certification recognizes Zain as a Premier
Certified Partner of Cisco. The bundle of services and
solutions Zain offers in collaboration with Cisco aims
at raising operational efficiency and increasing pro-
ductivity for businesses while providing high levels of
security. Zain continues to achieve its strategy
towards fully transforming into an integrated digital
service provider, reflecting its commitment in further
pushing the digital transformation wheel in Kuwait by
contributing to advance the local business sector. The
company considers itself an active partner in creating
the future of smart life in Kuwait on all levels, espe-
cially within business areas. 

The offering of these services and solutions to
Shooting comes as part of Zain’s commitment to offer
the latest and most advanced solutions to Kuwait’s
business community, whether large companies or
SMEs, and as per the highest international standards.

This commitment comes in line with Zain’s digital
transformation strategy through which it aims at
empowering a more efficient business sector in the
Kuwaiti market. 

Zain offers bundle of latest 
tech solutions to ‘Shooting’
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Upgrading company’s infrastructure with world-class standards

Thailand pledges ‘world’s 
safest’ badminton event
as China pulls out
BANGKOK: Thailand’s badminton chief pledged that next
month’s restart tournaments will be the “safest in the world”
yesterday after heavyweights China withdrew because of
coronavirus restrictions. China’s pull-out blows a big hole in
the draw for the three world tour events from January 12 in
Bangkok, the first in Asia since Covid-19 shut down the
sport in March.

Badminton Association of Thailand president Patama
Leeswadtrakul said China’s anti-coronavirus rules prevented
the team, which includes men’s Olympic champion Chen Long
and women’s world number two Chen Yufei, from travelling.
“The reason is that the Chinese government doesn’t allow them
to go out of the country-not just for the sport of badminton but
for all kinds of athletes,” Patama told AFP.

The three back-to-back tournaments, in bio-secure “bub-
ble” conditions and behind closed doors, culminate in the
delayed 2020 World Tour Finals from January 27. Patama said
the Thai government has been working to ensure top standards
of health, including isolating players the minute they get off
their flights. “This bubble competition will be the safest in the
world,” Patama said. “After January 4, no one is allowed to enter
this bubble and all the measures and protocol are very strict for
the health and safety of everyone.” 

She admitted that the prospect of playing without fans was
a concern for some competitors, who are worried about how it
may affect their performances. “Our badminton players also
mention these same feelings... But we have to seal everyone in
the bubble for the best health this time,” she said.  “We are the
only tournament that can host in this world at this time-I mean
internationally, globally, at this time of resurgence.” Thailand has
seen a low toll from the virus since it registered the first case
outside of China in January. But new outbreaks in recent weeks
have prompted the government to put certain areas under par-
tial restrictions after months of relative normalcy. —AFP

NZ end Pakistan 
defiance for a 
thrilling Test win
MOUNT MAUNGANUI: New Zealand (NZ) beat
Pakistan by 101 runs in a thrilling finish to the first Test in
Mount Maunganui yesterday, where the visitors were just
27 balls from escaping with a draw. The win tentatively
put New Zealand top of the World rankings and kept
alive their chances of making the World Test
Championship final. After a 165-run fifth-wicket stand by
Fawad Alam and Mohammad Rizwan the Test went into
the final session with both sides in with a chance to win.

Pakistan needed 158 runs, New Zealand required six
wickets and 36 overs remained. New Zealand captain
Kane Williamson put his faith in Neil Wagner, bowling
on two broken toes, and the youngest of his pace quar-
tet, Kyle Jamieson, to swing the match towards the
Black Caps. Wagner bowled a marathon 11 overs
unchanged after tea and Jamieson - on his 26th birth-
day - bowled nine. 

They obliged with the wickets of Alam and Rizwan.
“We saw an incredible spell from Kyle and Wags together
that did turn the match when it was looking likely to run
out into a draw,” Williamson said, adding that with so
much at stake he could not contemplate going defensive.

“For us it was trying to win at all costs. Going into

that last session we still clearly had that opportunity, as
did Pakistan, but in the context of the Test championship
losing while trying to win was still a better bet than any-
thing else. “It was great coming away with the result and
the excitement of finishing so late in the piece obviously
adds to that.” When Jamieson had Rizwan lbw for 60
and Wagner removed Alam for 102, New Zealand were
into the tail as Pakistan folded from 240 for four to be all
out for 271.

Tail-enders Shaheen Afridi and Naseem Shah kept the
draw option alive as long as they could, blocking for sev-
en overs in fading light before Naseem was caught and
bowled by spinner Mitchell Santner for one, ending
Pakistan’s resistance. Pakistan captain Rizwan said that
despite the result, he was proud of the way his side
played. “We put in hard work, but you must give credit to
the New Zealand team,” he said. Jamieson struck first, 11
overs after the tea break, with the wicket of Rizwan, lbw
for 60, before Wagner removed Alam for 102. Jamieson
produced a particularly miserly spell after the tea break
when he sent down nine overs and took two for four.

Apart from when Pakistan whipped out the New
Zealand openers cheaply on day one, the match had been
in New Zealand’s control until Rizwan, the stand-in skip-
per, joined Alam in the middle with Pakistan 75 for four on
the final morning. They occupied the crease for more than
63 overs until Jamieson struck 11 overs into the final ses-
sion. Jamieson had gone close to taking a wicket several
times previously, and even his lbw shout against Rizwan
was turned down before the umpire’s decision was over-
turned on review. Alam lasted three more overs until he
gloved a Wagner short ball to wicketkeeper BJ Watling

down the leg side.
Alam had been discarded by Pakistan in 2009 after

three Tests and a best innings of 168, and since his recall
this year his highest score was 21 against England in
August. There were a few loose shots early in his innings
and a nerve-wracking moment when a ball ricocheted off
his arm and bounced dangerously close to the stumps.
Otherwise he staunchly held his own through 269 deliver-
ies before bringing up his century with a four off Wagner
— scoring only two more runs off his next 33 balls before
his dismissal. New Zealand’s frontline pace bowlers Tim
Southee, Trent Boult, Wagner, Jamieson and Santner each
took two wickets. —AFP

Burns dumped as 
Warner, Pucovski 
get nod for Australia
SYDNEY: Australia yesterday included David
Warner and debutant Will Pucovski in their
squad for the third Test against India, with
selectors ditching Joe Burns after a poor start to
the series. Warner will return as he continues
recovering from a groin injury, while Pucovski is
also expected to be fit after a concussion,
Cricket Australia said in a statement. Fast bowler
Sean Abbott has also recovered from a calf
strain and was included in the 18-man squad for
the remainder of the four-Test series. 

But out-of-form Burns was released after
struggling in the first two Tests. “Unfortunately,
Joe’s returns haven’t been what he or the selec-
tors would like or what we consider he is capa-
ble of,” national selector Trevor Hohns said.
Although Warner was still recovering from his
injury, selectors were hoping the opener would
be fit for the match at the Sydney Cricket
Ground. “David has made strong progress in his
recovery from injury and will be given every
chance to play,” Hohns said.

The selection of Pucovski clears the way for
the 22-year-old to make his Test debut, after a
blow to the helmet in a warm-up match earlier
this month. Australia won the opening Test in
Adelaide by eight wickets, with India leveling
the series on Tuesday with an eight-wicket win
in Melbourne. Despite an outbreak of Covid-19
in Sydney, Cricket Australia has confirmed the
third Test will be held at the SCG on January 7,
with players expected to arrive on January 4. 

The virus cluster, which emerged earlier this
month, has forced authorities to put parts of the
city in lockdown and place restrictions on travel
to other states. But officials were still confident
the Test would be able to go ahead before the
teams travelled to Brisbane for the final Test on
January 15. Australia squad: Tim Paine (capt),
Pat Cummins, Sean Abbott, Cameron Green,
Josh Hazlewood, Marcus Harris, Travis Head,
Moises Henriques, Marnus Labuschagne,
Nathan Lyon, Michael Neser, James Pattinson,
Will Pucovski, Steve Smith, Mitchell Starc,
Mitchell Swepson, Matthew Wade, David
Warner. —AFP 

MOUNT MAUNGANUI: Pakistan’s Mohammad Rizwan (right)
watches a shot towards New Zealand’s Tom Latham (left)
during the fifth day of the first cricket Test match between
New Zealand and Pakistan yesterday. —AFP

KUWAIT: The 43rd Edition of the world-renowned
rally raid is set to begin proper on January 3, just over
a month from now. This year it returns to Saudi Arabia,
where it will start and finish in the major city of Jeddah.
He’s feeling elevated for the rally and is very much
looking forward to the 12-day event. “This has been a
lifelong dream for me,” said Mohammed Jaffar. “I just
want to compete and learn from all the people I am
going to meet.” Jaffar and his team must prepare them-
selves on multiple fronts and continue to work closely
together until the race ends on January 15. 

The number of preparations are too numerous to
count. For Jaffar, it begins with him being physically
and mentally ready for the arduous journey ahead of
him. “This is my first Dakar Rally, which means my first
pre-Dakar training regimen. What I’m doing now is
combining my previous schedules into one that fits this
particular rally,” said Mohammed Jaffar. He trains on a
set schedule. This includes various forms of endurance,
stamina, and cross-training workouts that are meant to
strengthen his body and build his mental fortitude. 

There is an upside to this particular race. “What is
helpful is that the race will be in KSA. The good thing
is I have some experience there,” he said. As the race
nears he moved his training from Kuwait to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, where he will make prepa-
rations with the mechanical team, all of whom already
have experience in the Dakar Rally. Together, they
will practice and learn what they can from the road
book, assessing the different areas, and strategize on
what to expect. 

The current route shows them going from sea level
flatlands, to sand dunes, and mountainous landscapes
as well. Each section must be approached with its own
set of rules in order to tackle them successfully. Jaffar
also discussed the motorbike, which is the off-road
category he competes in. “I’ve already received the
new bike for the rally,” Jaffar said. “It’s fully-set to han-
dle anything we might encounter out there. I have no
plans to use it until race day arrives.” 

Jaffar will be equipped with the model 2020 KTM
450 Factory Rally Replica. This all-terrain bike is the

same model used by Toby Price and Sam Sunderland,
both of whom are previous champions of the Dakar
Rally. They also represent the Red Bull KTM Team. “I
hope to continue to adjust my training from this race
for the coming years. Every race leads into the next
one,” said Jaffar. 

When asked if he had anything to add or comment on
about the upcoming race, he said, “I’m optimistic.” You
can find Mohammed Jaffar competing in the Dakar Rally
this January. To find out more about Mohammed Jaffar’s
participation in the Dakar Rally, visit @RedBullKuwait on
Instagram and Twitter, and @RedBull on Facebook, or
visit https://www.redbull.com/int-en/events/dakar-rally

Jaffar pushes through the final 
stretch of his pre-rally training 


