
CUXHAVEN, Germany: The German port of
Cuxhaven has felt every twist and turn of the Brexit
saga, from the shock of the referendum result to the
interminable negotiations. Now, with the end of the
transition period that has effectively kept Britain in
the EU fast approaching, port manager Hans-Peter
Zint has only one wish: “It has to finally happen.”

But Brexit will remain an unprecedented chal-
lenge for the North Sea port long after Britain’s
newly agreed deal with the EU kicks in on January
1.  Around 85 percent of maritime freight to and
from Cuxhaven involves the UK, making it one of
the harbors worst affected by Brexit.

The scale of the task can be seen from Zint’s
office. Hundreds of Mercedes and BMW cars from
German factories are waiting to be loaded onto a
ship that has just arrived from the port of
Immingham, on the east coast of England. As it
docks, the ship opens its hatches and unloads Land
Rovers, made in Britain, destined for the continental
market, as well as metal parts for the construction
industry.

The operation will take a few hours before the
ship returns to Immingham, some 20 hours away.
“Today we have no customs formalities to carry out,
but in the future they will apply to 85 percent of our
goods. It’s uncharted territory for Cuxhaven,” Zint
said. This is not the case for other large ports near-
by, such as the mighty Hamburg, which are less
dependent on British clients and more accustomed
to trading outside the EU.

Climate of uncertainty  
“It’s been a lot of preparation over the last three

years,” Zint said, exhausted by the climate of uncer-
tainty that has prevailed since 2016. “There comes a
time when you say to yourself, ‘It has to finally hap-
pen.’” The German car industry will be one of the
first to feel the consequences of Brexit. The UK was
the largest export market for German car manufac-
turers in 2019, with nearly 600,000 vehicles, or
around 17 percent of automotive exports, according
to car industry association VDA. Cuxhaven’s prepa-
rations have focused on three main strands: training
for staff in new customs procedures; a new IT sys-
tem to facilitate the transmission of customs docu-
ments; and the expansion of the terminal and stor-
age areas.

A lot is at stake: Britain was Germany’s seventh
largest trading partner in 2019, albeit two places
lower than before the referendum. “According to
our simulations, if every link in the chain does its job
well, from seller to customer, the transport times
shouldn’t get any longer,” the manager said. “But
these are still only tests, and now we must see if
everything works in reality,” he admits.

‘A strange year’ 
Heavy goods vehicles are constantly flowing in

and out of the port at the mouth of the Elbe River.
After a fall in activity in spring due to the pan-

demic, Germany and Britain worked hard to get as
much freight through as possible before the end of
the transition period. “It’s been a strange year,”
sighs Marcus Braue, local manager for Danish mar-
itime company DFDS, which operates two daily
routes between Cuxhaven and Immingham.

“Most companies are well prepared, but some-

for whom the British market is not central-are just
beginning to worry about future formalities,” he
said. The trade deal agreed on December 24 has
finally put to bed the worst-case scenario of a no-
deal Brexit, which could have dramatically raised
the price of goods transported via Cuxhaven and
put a stranglehold on commercial activity.

But the threat of administrative chaos and traffic
jams remains. However, Cuxhaven believes it has an
advantage over maritime giants such as Hamburg,

Calais or Rotterdam.
“Here, only the trailers are shipped-the drivers

don’t accompany their goods,” Zint said.
“If in the future we’re faced with incorrect or

missing documents, the trailers can be put on hold
without blocking the drivers.” The German port
therefore hopes to win new customers looking for
less congested routes. Zint is even willing to bet
that, “In three or five years, Brexit will have blown
over. It will be ancient history.” —AFP

US jobless to get 
weekly aid despite 
Trump’s approval
WASHINGTON: Jobless Americans who
risked not receiving unemployment aid this
week due to President Donald Trump’s delay in
signing off on it will indeed receive the money,
the Labor Department said on Tuesday.
Congress in March expanded the US unemploy-
ment safety net as the coronavirus pandemic
struck, creating the Pandemic Unemployment
Assistance (PUA) for freelancers and Pandemic
Emergency Unemployment Compensation
(PEUC) for the long-term unemployed but only
funding them until the end of the year.

After months of stuttering negotiations,
Congress agreed to reauthorize those programs
in a $900 billion spending package passed only
days before their December 26 expiration, but
Trump objected to its contents before eventual-
ly signing it on Sunday-one day after those pro-
grams lapsed.

Because many states determine benefit pay-
ments for the week ahead on Sunday morning,
experts feared Trump’s evening signing of the bill
could mean benefits under the two programs
wouldn’t be paid this week. In a statement to
AFP, a Labor Department spokesperson said it
would work with individual states to make sure
payments under the programs, which were reau-
thorized until March 14, continue uninterrupted.

“As states are implementing these new provi-
sions as quickly as possible, the department
does not anticipate that eligible claimants will
miss a week of benefits due to the timing of the
law’s enactment,” the spokesperson said. An
interruption in weekly jobless payments would
have increased the pressure on Americans put
out of work by the world’s largest COVID-19
outbreak.

The United States saw unemployment spike
to 14.7 percent in April after business shut-
downs were ordered to stop the virus from
spreading.  Though it decreased to 6.7 percent
in November, Labor Department data released
last week said more than 800,000 people on
average are losing their jobs each week, a level
above the worst single week of the 2008-2010
global financial crisis.

As of the week ended December 5, the Labor
Department said more than 9.2 million people
were receiving PUA benefits and more than 4.8
million were receiving PEUC.

Meanwhile, American workers could start
seeing stimulus payments of as much as $600 in
their accounts as soon as Tuesday night,
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said.
“Treasury and the IRS are working with
unprecedented speed to issue a second round
of Economic Impact Payments to eligible
Americans and their families,” Mnuchin said.

“These payments are an integral part of our
commitment to providing vital additional eco-
nomic relief to the American people during
this unprecedented time.” On Twitter, he
added that for those not receiving electronic
payment, “paper checks will begin to be
mailed tomorrow.” — AFP
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How Cuxhaven port is navigating Brexit
Brexit will remain an unprecedented challenge for North Sea port

Fishing boats at Cuxhaven port. —AFP

NEW YORK: Washington’s long-
awaited pandemic relief package
offers a lifeline to the devastated US
restaurant industry, but eateries still
face months of turmoil before they are
clear of the coronavirus crisis. The
$900 billion bill that provides more
funding for the Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP), comes too late for the
estimated 110,000 restaurants that
have closed their doors permanently.

Those that survived the shutdowns
and restrictions on indoor dining, can
borrow up to $2 million in loans that
would convert to grants if at least 60
percent is spent on payroll. 

Despite some improvements from
the original PPP that Congress
approved in March, restaurants gave
mixed reviews of the program and
some worry the funding will fall short.
Vivian Forte, who with her husband
owns Pisticci in New York City, said
Monday she was “exuberant” the
relief bill was finally enacted. Without
it she would have had to lay off the
entire staff.

“Our back is completely against the
wall,”  Forte told AFP. “None of us are
making any money. We’re all in this for
the staff right now.”  But Andrew Volk,
owner of the Hunt and Alpine Club in
Portland, Maine, has not decided
whether to seek another PPP loan. 

It “seems like a band aid,” he said.
“We don’t know what our business is
going to look like when the snow
melts.”

‘We’re just hustling’ 
Nine months into the pandemic, a

recent survey from the National
Restaurant Association shows more
than one-sixth of the nation’s restau-
rants have closed, and a majority
expect continued furloughs and layoffs
for at least the next three months.
Dimitri Fetokakis, owner of Niko
Niko’s, a small Greek restaurant chain
in Houston, said the crisis has forced
eateries to adapt.

“We’re just hustling,” he said. When
in-person dining was banned in the
early days of the pandemic, Niko
Niko’s cut managers’ salaries by 40
percent and they joined other staff
assisting with curbside pickup.

He also organized pop-up events in
the suburbs, taking orders online and
setting up mass-distribution sites
without delivery charges. Fetokakis
said he expects to apply for a PPP for
his catering business and for the
downtown location that has suffered
most with many people still working
from home.

RayNathan’s, a North Carolina bar-
becue restaurant, has found it difficult

to adapt as business has fluctuated,
especially given the time-intensive
nature of good barbeque: smoked beef
brisket, for example, requires 15 hours
of prep time. “The dining public is just
a lot more emotional,” said co-owner
Stephen Carroll of the unpredictable
flows that make it difficult to know
how much food to cook. 

At times the restaurant has given
away surplus food to food banks.
“You’ve either got waste, or you lose
sales when you don’t have enough,” he
said. Carroll said he is not sure if the
restaurant will apply for another PPP. 

The earlier round allowed him to
avert layoffs, but the original rules
mandated the money be spent within
eight weeks.

Political reality 
Congress in June extended the

deadline to use the funds to 24 weeks,
but by then RayNathan’s had already
spent most of the money, Carroll said.
The PPP also has been a source of
controversy, after huge amounts went
to publicly-traded companies including
Shake Shack and Ruth’s Chris before
the chains returned the funds, and after
revelations about funds going to ten-
ants of buildings owned by the Trump
Organization and the family of Jared
Kushner, President Donald Trump’s
son-in-law and advisor. Still, the pro-
gram has been credited with saving
millions of jobs and again became the
prime vehicle for providing government
support to small businesses. — AFP

Japan, S Korea run 
with Vietnam coal 
plant despite vows
TOKYO: Japan and South Korea are pushing
ahead with a controversial coal plant in Vietnam and
will provide $1.8 billion in loans for the project,
despite having announced ambitious pledges to
become carbon-neutral on their home turf. The
state-aligned Japan Bank for International
Cooperation (JBIC) said it will lend around $636
million to the Vung Ang 2 project in central Vietnam,
which has come under international criticism and
even divided opinion within Japan’s government.

Private financial institutions and the Export-
Import Bank of Korea will also provide loans, with
the total amounting to $1.77 billion, JBIC said on
Tuesday. The 1,200-megawatt Vung Ang 2 plant
was first proposed over a decade ago and has
received investment from heavyweight firms like
Mitsubishi Corporation.

Japan said in July it would tighten rules for
investment in foreign coal-fired power stations on
environmental grounds, but stopped short of prom-
ising to end government funding for projects or axe
existing ones. The country also recently unveiled
plans to boost renewable energy and phase out
petrol cars in a bid to reach its new goal for carbon
neutrality by 2050. South Korea has also made a
similar pledge this year.

Vung Ang 2 came under fire in May when 127

environmental groups from around 40 countries
signed a petition calling on all the Japanese parties
involved-reported to include big private banks-to
pull out of the project. “It’s a real disappointment,”
Eri Watanabe from 350.org, which signed the May
petition, told AFP on Wednesday about JBIC’s
announcement.

“It shows the Japanese government is not very seri-
ous about complying with the Paris agreement and
mitigating CO2 emissions,” she said. The Global
Energy Monitor watchdog said in 2019 that Japan
accounted for over $4.8 billion in financing for coal
power plants abroad-particularly in Indonesia,
Vietnam and Bangladesh. Japan’s Environment
Minister Shinjiro Koizumi has also raised concern over
the country’s financial support for the project. — AFP

This file photo taken on September 27, 2011 shows a
view of the Belchatow power plant in Belchatow, near
Lodz central Poland.  — AFP

Weak Sauce? US relief bill may 
be too skimpy for restaurants

NEW YORK: Pisticci restaurant owners Michael and Vivian Forte set up a table out-
doors in front of their establishment in New York.

CEO of T4 operator 
happy to reopen
Kuwait Airport
KUWAIT: The CEO of
Incheon Korea Airport
Services (T4 operator),
Kwang Soo Lee, stated to
“Kuwait Times” that he is
happy to re-open the air-
port and operate commer-
cial f l ights again on
Saturday January 2nd, 2021
at 4 am after ceasing flights
for 12 days, optimistic about
the joy of departure and
arrival passengers.

He said that everyone is going through a difficult
phase in which we must focus in the first place on
making trips safe and healthy in order to avoid the
epidemic, and this requires cooperation from trav-
elers to be safe by adhering to all the instructions
related to this matter.

He stressed the importance of maintaining the
application of social distancing and sterilization,
pointing out that the health security of passengers
is on top priority and concern during the current
stage. He pointed out that since the first phase of
re-opening the airport, efforts are being made by
all workers so that all passengers through Terminal
4 enjoy safe trips until the end of this epidemic.

Kwang Soo Lee


