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Kuwait spends
millions of dollars
in aid in 2020
KUWAIT: Kuwait earmarked millions of dollars’
worth of aid for the needy at the local and external
levels in 2020. The following are some of the recorded
relief assistances provided by Kuwait to those in need
locally and abroad in the passing year.

Humanitarian Assistance
Jan 22: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)

delivered aid to the floods and heavy rain-devastated
Djibouti.

Feb 20: Kuwait relief aid society signed a $1.33
million agreement with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to aid refugees
in Yemen and Iraq.

May 5: The Kuwaiti Relief Society delivered
$600,000 to the UN Human Settlement Program-the
Gulf chapter.

May 22: Kuwait Red Crescent Society equipped
115 apartments for medical personnel at Jaber Al-
Ahmad district.

July 26: KRCS distributed clothes for 5,000 fami-
lies during Eid holidays.

Aug 4: KRCS launched a donation campaign for
the Lebanese people following Beirut Port’s devastat-
ing explosion.

Aug 6: KRCS sent plane-load of humanitarian sup-
plies and medical equipment for the Lebanese people.

Aug 19: Kuwait Zakat House donated medical
equipment for kidney patients in Azerbaijan.

Sept 7: KRCS opened a field hospital in
Hadhramawt, Yemen.

Sept 10: KRCS sent a convoy of six trucks loaded
with food and medical supplies to Lebanon.

Dec 14: KRCS sent 40-tons worth of humanitarian
assistance to Sudan to help the country cope with
floods and heavy rain.

Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development
Feb 14: Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic

Development (KFAED) signed a $5 million loan to
fund a road project in Cameroon.

March 24: Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) provided a $30 million grant
to support the Kuwaiti government efforts against the
coronavirus.

Nov 15: KFAED signed with UNICEF a grant
accord worth KD 1.2 million ($4 million) for efforts
against the novel coronavirus at refugees’ sites in
Syria.  —KUNA

National Library
launches ‘Kuwait
Digital Memory’

KUWAIT: As part of its effort to maintain the intellectual
and cultural heritage of Kuwait, the National Library of
Kuwait launched yesterday the ‘Kuwait Digital Memory’
project. The program, launched on the Library’s official
website, aims to transfer and save a collection of various
information and documents of the history of Kuwait into a
digital format. In a statement, the National Library said
that the program would afford data and pictures of all the
special names, dates, and events, as well as saving the
material and cultural heritage of the country throughout
the years. It also aims at saving and preserving the media
heritage and production of Kuwait in readable, audio and
visual formats, the statement added. 

The library called upon the generous Kuwaiti institu-
tions, people and families to enrich this national project
with a copy of their holdings of rare documents and
books for digitization. The addition of these documents
will make it easier for researchers and people with her-
itage interest to search for any document, and save
copies of them for future generations through the optical
character recognition (OCR) technology. OCR technolo-
gy enables the browser to search the content with the
desired word and then access the books and publications
that were received in a way that facilitates the search and
reading process. —KUNA

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Due to the pandemic, all
exhibitions and fairs were canceled in
Kuwait, and the International
Fairground was and still is being used
for medical purposes. The Kuwait
Book Fair is the most popular book fair
in the region, visited by thousands of
people - even from outside Kuwait - in
previous years. 

This year it was canceled and
replaced by a virtual book fair - the
Kuwait Virtual Book Fair, organized by
the National Council for Culture, Arts and
Letters (NCCAL) and operated by the
Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement
of Sciences (KFAS). The virtual fair was
launched last month, and yesterday it was
extended till the end of February 2021.

Over 70 publishing houses are par-
ticipating in the e-book fair with over

7,000 titles. Apart from Arabic books,
there are also many English publica-
tions from different fields. “The door is
open for more publishers to join the
fair. During the regular book fair, local
publishing houses only used to sell
their publications at the fair, but at this
virtual fair, these publishing houses
have authorization from other publish-
ing houses to sell their publications,”
Mohammed Al-Hasan, Director of the
E-book Fair, told Kuwait Times. 

Participating publishers offer deliv-
ery services. “Delivery inside Kuwait is
free of charge within five days, but
usually it’s sooner than that. Publishers
also provide delivery outside Kuwait
for a special price. Also KFAS’ publi-
cations are available at special dis-
counted prices that reach over 50 per-
cent. KFAS reduced the prices of its
publications during the pandemic to

encourage people to read during this
extraordinary period. And now there
are further reductions in this fair,”
Hasan added. 

The fair is great opportunity to
view and buy the latest publications.
“People wait for the book fair to check
out the latest books that were pub-
lished this year. There are many new
publications in 2020, and the fair’s
website is systematically updated.
Also, we have many individual publish-
ers such as some authors who are per-
sonally participating in this fair with
their books,” stressed Hasan. 

There are cultural and scientific
activities too at the E-book Fair. “In
cooperation with NCCAL, we have
online seminars and symposiums on
social media on literature, sciences and
other fields. We also review participat-
ing books to allow the visitors to get an

idea about them,” concluded Hasan. You
can visit the E-book Fair on the website
https://ebookfair.nccal.gov.kw/

Over 7,000 titles in
Kuwait Virtual Book Fair

Kuwaitis make
achievements
in 2020
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti photographers won awards for
distinguished pictures and shooting, while Kuwait
Red Crescent Society added to its long record of
humanitarian achievements in 2020. The following
are highlights of such accomplishments, also chron-
icling awards won by the Kuwaiti inventor Jenan
Al-Shehab in the passing year:

Feb 16: The Central Blood Bank of Kuwait was
recognized by the American Association of Blood
Banks (AABB), the first Arab body to win this
recognition.

June 7: Kuwaiti photographer Talal Al-Rabah
won the top award of Hamdan bin Mohammad Al-
Maktoum for optical photographing for his shot,
“the North Pole King.”

July 7: KFAED Director-General Abdulatif Al-
Hamad and the Kuwaiti astronomer Saleh Al-Ojairi
won KFAS Award for their contributions locally,
regionally, and internationally.

July 26: Kuwait Red Crescent Society distrib-
uted Eid clothes to 5,000 limited-income families.

Aug 4: Kuwait Red Crescent Society launched a
donation campaign to aid Lebanon in aftermath of
the Beirut port blast.

Aug 6: Kuwait Red Crescent Society dis-

patched  a  p lane load  o f  re l i e f  supp l ies  to
L e b a n o n  i n  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  B e i r u t  p o r t
bombing.

Aug 15: The Kuwaiti photographer Majed Al-
Zuabi won the Grand Award in the international
birds photography competition.

Aug 19: Kuwait Alms House donated medical
equipment to Azerbaijan.

Aug 29: The Kuwaiti engineer Jenan Al-Shehab
won two awards and the gold medal at Toronto
inventions exhibition for inventing electromagnetic
cells for wireless power transmission to charge
electronic devices.

Sept 7: Kuwait Red Crescent Society opened a
field hospital in Hadramot, Yemen.

Sept 10: Kuwait Red Crescent Society sent a
convoy of relief supplies to Lebanon following the
explosion that ripped through Beirut port.

Nov 24: Minister of Public Works Rana Al-Fares
declared the start of receiving citizens’ request
online for houses’ construction in Al-Mutlaa.

Nov 25: Kuwait won the Arab League’s govern-
ment distinctiveness award and Kuwait
Municipality Director-General was awarded as the
top municipal chief in the Arab world.

Dec 4: Member of the teaching staff at the
Public Authority for Applied Education and
Training (PAAET) Dr Salah Al-Ali won the gold
medal for the patent office candidates of the GCC
at the Seoul International Invention Fair (SIIF)
2020 for a device that avoids the sudden death of
children during sleep.

Dec 11: Islamic Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (IESCO) registered four sites
in Kuwait including Kuwait Towers, Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Jaber castle, Boubyan Island, and
Mubarak Al-Khabir marine reserve in the initial list
of 44 Islamic cultural sites in six countries.

Dec 16: UNESCO included Kuwait Al-Sadu
weaving in its list of Intangible Heritage.

Dec 16: UN Environment Programme (UNEP)
announced that Kuwaiti engineer Fatmah Al-
Zalzalah won the champions of the earth award for
2020. The list of winners included seven other indi-
viduals.

Dec 17: Kuwaiti engineer Jenan Al-Shehab won
several accolades at Taiwan’s Kaohsiung
International Invention and Design EXPO (KIDE)
2020.  —KUNA

Ooredoo Kuwait
recognized by Kuwait
Red Crescent Society 
KUWAIT: Ooredoo Telecom, the first to introduce inno-
vative digital services in Kuwait, was honored yesterday,
Wednesday, 30 December 2020, by the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society for its distinguished voluntary role in
which a group of Ooredoo Kuwait employees volun-
teered to support the society throughout the ongoing
Coronavirus pandemic. The honoring ceremony was held
at the association’s headquarters in the Shuwaikh area,
with the presence of the Dr Hilal Musaed Al-Sayer,
Chairman of Board of Directors, Anwar Abdullah Al-
Hasawi, Deputy Chairman, Maha Al-Barjas, General
Secretary - Kuwait Red Crescent Society, Mijbil Alayoub,
Senior Director, Corporate Communications, Ooredoo
Kuwait, and Fatima Dashti, Senior Manager, Public
Relations, Ooredoo Kuwait in addition to the presence of
other entities.

During the honoring ceremony, Mijbil Alayoub, Senior
Director, Corporate Communications, Ooredoo Kuwait,
said: “We always strive to enhance our pioneering role in
humanitarian work that supports the community and its
individuals, and our partnership with the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society has resulted in many achievements in
the field of humanitarian work. Today, I grant this recog-
nition to our valued employees who have put efforts and
given all support throughout the global crisis, which came
with the guidance of Ooredoo’s Executive Management.” 

It is worth highlighting that in March 2020 which was
the beginning of the outbreak, the company reaffirmed its
support by collaborating with the Information
Technology Regulatory Authority (CITRA) by providing

customers with free 5GB internet and free calls for one
month. Ooredoo Kuwait also launched its ‘Be Safe. Be
Home. Be Online’ campaign which featured an array of
digital offers and services designed to support customers
and to ensure they are well connected and informed dur-
ing the Coronavirus outbreak in the country. 

The company also gifted its customers in Ministries and
Governmental Organizations which include the Ministry of
Health, Ministry of Interior, Civil Defense, Kuwait Police,
Kuwait Airways and the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation free internet valid throughout the month of March
in appreciation for their great efforts during the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) situation in the country. 

The Kuwait Red Crescent Society is one of the leading
Kuwaiti beacons in the field of humanitarian work, and it is
noteworthy that this cooperation was not the first between
Ooredoo Kuwait and the Kuwait Red Crescent Society. The
collaboration was established based on their belief in the
importance of collective work, solidarity, and cooperation in
the face of crises and challenges through humanitarian work
that support the society.

KUWAIT: KRCS Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer (left) and
Deputy Chairman Anwar Al-Hasawi (right) honor
Ooredoo’s Mijbil Alayoub (second left) and Fatima Dashti.

Kuwaiti photographer Talal Al-Rabah.


