
KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq 
Al-Ghanem and members of the parliament’s office 
met yesterday with His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace. In a 
statement, Ghanem said they listened to many 
important recommendations and directives from His 
Highness the Amir and 
His Highness the Crown 
Prince, which would 
indeed benefit Kuwait 
and its people. Ghanem 
added that he will con-
vey all these important 
recommendations to 
the members of the 
National Assembly. 

During his meeting 
with the lawmakers, 
His Highness the Amir 
affirmed necessity of constructive cooperation 
between the legislative and executive authorities, 
boosting parliamentary action for serving the 
homeland and the nationals and backing up 
development. In his instructions to the parliament 
members, His Highness Sheikh Nawaf also under-

scored necessity of adhering to the National 
Constitution and enforcing the laws. Meanwhile, 
His Highness the Crown Prince called for con-
structive cooperation with the government to 
contribute to national economic development. He 
also called for further promotion of democratic 
practices, addressing challenges, respecting of 
constitution and application of the law. 

Speaker Ghanem 
led a delegation at the 
meetings featuring 
members of the assem-
bly bureau for the 16th 
legislative term. It 
included Deputy 
Speaker Ahmad Al-
Shuhoumi, the assem-
bly secretary Farz Al-
Daihani, parliament’s 
supervisor Usama Al-
Shaheen, head of the 

legislative and legal affairs commission Khaled Al-
Enezi, chairperson of the financial and economic 
affairs committee Ahmad Al-Hamad, chair of the 
priorities commission Dr Hesham Al-Saleh and the 
assembly Secretary General Allam Al-Kandari. 

Earlier yesterday, His Highness the Amir received 

His Highness the Crown Prince at Bayan Palace. In the 
meantime, His Highness the Amir and His Highness the 
Crown Prince have separately received His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah and Chairperson of the Audit 
Bureau Faisal Al-Shaya, who presented to them the 
bureau’s annual report for the 2019-2020 fiscal year. 

In other news, His Highness the Amir sent a 

cable to Croatian President Zoran Milanovic 
expressing heartfelt condolences over the victims 
of an earthquake that struck Petrinja Area. His 
Highness the Amir wished the injured would 
recovery rapidly, and that officials would over-
come impacts of  this  natural  disaster. His 
Highness the Crown Prince and His Highness the 
Prime Minister sent similar cables to President 
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Speaker says honored after 
talks with Amir, Crown Prince

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and members of the parliament’s office. 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem and members of the parliament’s office. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos 

Amir receives 
audit bureau’s 

report 

Continued from Page 1 
 
at the Assembly secretariat to find how unofficial 

ballot papers for the speaker’s election reached the 
hands of some MPs. 

Also, MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari submitted a 
draft law calling to organize the functions and the 
status of the chamber of commerce and industry. The 
bill calls to ban the chamber from interfering in poli-
tics and providing any aid to local or foreign political 
groups. Kandari wrote on Twitter that when politics 
interferes in commerce, “our funds will be at risk”, 
adding that when a section of merchants benefits by 
crushing the middle class, “all citizens and the coun-
try will be at risk”.

Amir, Crown Prince 
urge MPs...

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives the audit bureau’s 
annual report. 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives the audit 
bureau’s annual report. 

DOHA: Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim Al-Thani reads a 
letter from His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos 

MANAMA: Bahrain’s Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Prince Salman Al Khalifa reads a letter 
to Bahrain’s King Hamad Al Khalifa.  

DOHA/MANAMA: The envoy 
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad 
Al-Sabah, delivered a letter yes-

terday from His Highness the 
Amir to Qatari Amir Sheikh 
Tamim Al-Thani on regional and 
international developments, as 
well as boosting ties in many 
domains.  

Meanwhile, Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad delivered 
a letter from His Highness the 
Amir to King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa of Bahrain. The letter 
highlighted strong bilateral rela-
tions, ways of strengthening them 
in various fields, as well as the 
latest developments on the 
regional and international arenas. 
The envoy delivered the letter to 
Bahrain’s Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa. — KUNA
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The hefty document, bound in blue leather, was 

then flown by the Royal Air Force to London for 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson to add his signature, 
as the UK parliament began a rushed debate on the 
deal before the looming deadline. Johnson gave a 
thumbs up after inking what he called “the begin-
ning of what will be a wonderful relationship 
between the UK and our friends and partners in the 
EU”. “It’s an excellent deal for this country but also 
for our friends and partners,” he said in 10 Downing 
Street. 

Britain will leave the European single market and 
customs union at 11:00 pm (2300 GMT) today, the 
end of a difficult year and of a post-Brexit transition 
period marked by intense and tortuous trade nego-
tiations. The lower House of Commons voted over-
whelmingly by 521-73 to back the deal, despite 
serious opposition misgivings, and the bill was 
expected to pass the House of Lords later yester-
day in an unusually rapid procedure. 

Introducing the legislation to ratify it, Johnson 
told lawmakers it heralded a new chapter for Britain 
and the EU as “sovereign equals, joined by friend-
ship, commerce, history, interests and values”. 
London and Brussels would work “hand in glove 
whenever our values and interests coincide, while 
fulfilling the sovereign wish of the British people to 
live under their own sovereign laws made by their 
own sovereign parliament”, he added. 

Michel echoed the sentiment in Brussels, vowing 
the two sides would work “shoulder to shoulder” on 
major issues, including climate change and future 
health pandemics. Johnson’s government only pub-
lished the accompanying UK legislation on Tuesday 
afternoon - less than 24 hours before the debate 
began in parliament and an hour after the EU signing. 

The government intended to ram all stages of the 
85-page European Union (Future Relationship) Bill 

through the Commons and Lords in one day, before 
Queen Elizabeth II formally signs it into law. The 
last-ditch deal averted the prospect of a cliff-edge 
separation which would have seen quotas and tariffs 
slapped on all cross-Channel trade, exacerbating 
strains in the middle of the coronavirus pandemic, 
which has hit Britain harder than most. 

But British fishermen have accused the govern-
ment of selling them out, while services - account-
ing for 80 percent of the UK economy - were 
largely omitted. The City of London faces an anx-
ious wait to learn on what basis it can continue 
dealing with Europe in the future. Theresa May, 
whose three-year Brexit-dominated premiership 
ended in 2019 after she failed to win support for a 
closer future relationship with the bloc, voiced her 
unease at the agreement. “We have a deal in trade 
which benefits the EU, but not a deal in services 
which would have benefited the UK,” she told MPs. 

However, an influential faction of arch-Brexiteers 
in Johnson’s ruling Conservatives gave their blessing 
to the EU agreement on Tuesday, and the main 
opposition Labour party also gave its reluctant 
backing. Despite objections among some of his own 
MPs, Labour leader Keir Starmer said neutrality 
was not an option given the stakes for Britain. “This 
is a thin deal, it’s got many flaws, but a thin deal is 
better than no deal,” Starmer told MPs. 

Lawmakers from the pro-European Liberal 
Democrats and Scottish National Party (SNP) voted 
against it - with the SNP using the issue to push for 
a fresh referendum on independence for Scotland. 
The agreement’s impact will play out in the coming 
months, with UK businesses braced for customs red 
tape they have avoided for decades in cross-
Channel trade. 

Meanwhile from Jan 1, there will no longer be 
free movement of people from Britain to the EU or 
vice versa. Under the compressed legislative calen-
dar, the European Parliament will debate the Brexit 
deal after the New Year, but they are expected to 
eventually nod it through. Pending that, EU member 
states gave their green light on Monday for the 
accord to take provisional effect before today’s 
deadline. — AFP 
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It was not immediately clear what had caused the 

explosions. Sporadic gunfire was heard soon after. 
Yemen’s internationally recognized government 

and southern separatists formed a power-sharing 
cabinet on December 18, forging a joint front 
against the Houthi rebels who have seized the capi-
tal Sanaa and much of the north. Both Yemeni 
Information Minister Moammar Al-Eryani and 
Prime Minister Moeen Abdulmalik Saeed said that 
all the members of the government were safe. “We 
assure our great people that members of the gov-
ernment are fine, and we assure you that the cow-
ardly terrorist attack by the Iran-supported Houthi 
militia will not deter us from carrying out our patri-
otic duty,” Eryani said on Twitter. 

Saeed tweeted that the “terrorist attack... was 
part of the war waged against Yemen and its peo-
ple”, but stopped short of accusing the Houthi 
insurgents. Yemen’s government spokesman Rajih 
Badi called for an international investigation into the 
“terrorist” attack he said targeted “all members of 
the cabinet”. “It is too soon to accuse any party 
before an investigation reveals who executed the 
attack, including (accusing) the Huthis,” he told AFP, 
adding those injured included civilians, security 
guards and local officials. 

Meanwhile, UN envoy Martin Griffiths con-
demned the attack on Twitter, calling it an “unac-
ceptable act of violence”. “I wish the cabinet 
strength in facing the difficult tasks ahead,” he said. 
“This unacceptable act of violence is a tragic 
reminder of the importance of bringing Yemen 
urgently back on the path towards peace.” Michael 

Aron, the British ambassador to Yemen, also con-
demned the blasts. “A despicable attempt to cause 
carnage and chaos and bring suffering when 
Yemenis had chosen to move forward together,” he 
said. The cabinet members arrived in Aden days 
after being sworn in by Yemeni President 
Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi in Saudi Arabia, which 
leads a military coalition against the insurgents. 
Hadi fled to the Saudi-capital Riyadh after Sanaa 
fell to the Houthis in 2014. 

Tens of thousands, mostly civilians, have been 
killed and millions displaced in Yemen’s grinding 
five-year war, which has triggered what the United 
Nations has called the world’s worst humanitarian 
disaster. The new government includes ministers 
loyal to Hadi and supporters of the secessionist 
Southern Transitional Council (STC), as well as oth-
er parties. 

While all oppose Houthi rebels, deep divisions 
have grown between the forces, and the Riyadh-
sponsored push to form the unity government was 
designed to mend rifts. Saudi Arabia has been 
encouraging the unity government to quell the “war 
within a civil war” and to bolster the coalition against 
the Houthis, who are poised to seize the key town of 
Marib, the last government stronghold in the north. 

In recent months, the rebels have stepped up 
attacks on Saudi Arabia - including its critical oil 
infrastructure - in retaliation for the Riyadh-led 
military campaign. Yemen also still hosts a signifi-
cant jihadist presence, including Al-Qaeda and 
militants loyal to the Islamic State group, despite 
two decades of air and drone strikes by the 
United States. Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP), which the US considers the terror 
group’s most dangerous branch, has thrived in the 
chaos of Yemen’s civil war between pro-govern-
ment forces and the Houthi rebels. It has carried 
out operations against both the Houthis and gov-
ernment forces. — AFP 

Yemen airport  
blasts kill 26...

ADEN: A video grab shows the moment an ordnance hit Aden airport yesterday, shortly after the 
arrival of a plane carrying members of a new unity government. —AFP  


