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Leicester edge up to second 
Crystal Palace hold Leicester to 1-1 draw

LONDON: Crystal Palace’s English midfielder Andros Townsend (left) collides with Leicester City’s English midfielder Harvey Barnes (top) during the English Premier League football match between Crystal Palace and 
Leicester City at Selhurst Park yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: A much-changed Leicester moved up 
to second in the Premier League thanks to Harvey 
Barnes’ late equalizer in a 1-1 draw at Crystal 
Palace yesterday. Wilfried Zaha’s stunning near 
post volley put the Eagles in front against the run 
of play after Kelechi Iheanacho had a first-half 
penalty saved for Leicester.  

With little over 48 hours rest between the 
Foxes’ 2-2 draw with Manchester United on 
Saturday and the trip to Selhurst Park, Leicester 
boss Brendan Rodgers made seven changes with 
Jamie Vardy and Youri Tielemans among those left 
on the bench. Both were introduced midway 

through the second-half and Leicester’s pressure 
was rewarded with an equaliser when Barnes fired 
in a low shot from the edge of the box for his 
eighth goal of the season. 

Despite the upheaval of missing many of their 
star names, Leicester were still the better side and 
will rue not taking their chances before the break 
as they missed out on closing the gap to Liverpool 
at the top of the table to just one point. Iheanacho 
was given a rare start with 33-year-old Vardy rest-
ed, but the Nigerian did little to further his case for 
more game time. James Tomkins brought down 
Foxes defender Luke Thomas inside the area on 19 

minutes and with Vardy and Tielemans not on the 
pitch, Iheanacho took responsibility from the spot. 

However, the former Manchester City striker 
remains without a Premier League goal this season 
as he was unable to beat Vicente Guaita who pro-
duced a fine save to his left. Dennis Praet also 
blazed a glorious chance over after Ayoze Perez’s 
deflected cross came back off the crossbar. Palace 
had conceded 10 goals without reply in their last 
two games to Liverpool and Aston Villa. But Roy 
Hodgson’s men started the second half with much 
better intent and got their reward in the 58th 
minute when Zaha fired them ahead. 

Andros Townsend’s cross to the back post 
picked out the Ivorian, who connected sweetly 
on the volley to beat Kasper Schmeichel at his 
near post. Vardy was summoned from the bench 
to find the Foxes a route back into the game, but 
instead it was the in-form Barnes who scored an 
excellent equalizer as he wriggled clear of a 
number of Palace challenges before firing into 
the bottom corner. Leicester could have gone 
onto win the game in the final stages as Perez 
blazed over a good chance from the edge of the 
box. But a point at least ensures they will end the 
year in the top four. —AFP 

Chiefs grab playoff 
bye as Steelers and 
Seattle win divisions 
 
WASHINGTON: Patrick Mahomes rallied the 
Kansas City Chiefs over Atlanta 17-14 on Sunday 
to give the reigning Super Bowl champions a first-
round bye and home-field edge in the NFL play-
offs. Mahomes completed 24-of-44 passes for 278 
yards and two touchdowns, his second scoring 
toss a 25-yarder to Demarcus Robinson with 1:55 
remaining to lift the Chiefs ahead to stay. “It’s that 
championship swagger of knowing how to win the 
game even when you’re not playing well ,” 
Mahomes said. 

There was also plenty of heartache in the sea-
son’s penultimate weekend as losses jeopardized the 
playoff hopes of Indianapolis, Washington, the Los 
Angeles Rams and a Cleveland squad missing key 
players due to COVID-19. Host Pittsburgh rallied 
late to edge Indianapolis 28-24 and secure the AFC 
North division crown while the host New York Jets 
(2-13) beat Cleveland 23-16, ensuring league-worst 
Jacksonville (1-14) has the 2021 NFL Draft top pick. 

Seattle defeated the Rams 20-9 to secure the 
NFC West title while host Washington lost 20-13 
to Carolina, failing to claim the NFC East crown. 
Half the NFL’s 14 playoff spots will be settled next 
Sunday. Chiefs coach Andy Reid says his team 
must improve to repeat as champions. “We just 
weren’t as sharp as we need to be,” Reid said. 

Mahomes said he needs to play better. “The 
defense played their tail off to keep us in the game 
and give us a chance,” he said. “The offense found 
a way to score a touchdown when we needed to.” 

A 39-yard field goal attempt by South Korean 
kicker Koo Young-hoe was wide right for Atlanta 
in the dying seconds to seal Chiefs’ bye as AFC 
top seed. “When you look at the history of the bye 
week, usually it’s a good thing for a team trying to 
make a championship run,” Mahomes said. Super 
Bowl 54 Most Valuable Player Mahomes also 
threw a 4-yard touchdown pass to Travis Kelce, 
whose seven catches for 98 yards gave him an 
NFL one-season tight end record of 1,416 recep-
tion yards this year. 

Pittsburgh’s Ben Roethlisberger completed 34-
of-49 passes for 342 yards and three touchdowns 
as the Steelers snapped a three-game losing skid. 
Indianapolis led 24-7 before “Big Ben” hit scoring 
throws of 39 yards to Diontae Johnson, 5 yards to 
Eric Ebron and 25 yards to JuJu Smith-Schuster. 
The Colts fell level with Cleveland, Baltimore, 
Tennessee and Miami at 10-5 in a fight for the last 
three AFC playoff spots, but would need help in 
the final week to advance. 

At cold and snowy Green Bay, Aaron Rodgers 
threw four touchdown passes and the Packers (12-
3) beat Tennessee 40-14 to stay atop the fight for 
the NFC top seed while keeping the Titans from 
clinching the AFC South title and a playoff berth. 
Cleveland, out of the playoffs since 2002, had four 
receivers and two linebackers out due to Covid-19 
tests and contact tracing and fell behind 20-3. A 
fightback died when the Browns lost the ball on 
downs in the final seconds. 

Ravens, Cowboys win  
Lamar Jackson threw for 183 yards and two 

touchdowns and ran 13 times for 80 yards to spark 
the Baltimore Ravens over the visiting New York 
Giants 27-13. The Giants (5-10) stayed in playoff 
contention when Washington (6-9) lost to 
Carolina, missing a chance to clinch the NFC East 
title. Dallas (6-9) ripped Philadelphia 37-17 to end 
the Eagles’ playoff hopes. If Washington loses at 
Philadelphia next week, the Cowboys-Giants win-
ner captures the NFC East, the NFL’s weakest 
division, and will host a playoff game. Seattle (11-
4) kept the Rams (9-6) from securing an NFC 

playoff berth and stayed level with New Orleans 
chasing Green Bay for the NFC bye. 

Russell Wilson ran four yards for a touchdown 
and flipped a 13-yard touchdown pass to Jacob 
Hollister to give the host Seahawks a division title. 
The Rams (9-6) could miss the playoffs with a loss 
next week to Arizona (8-7) and a Chicago victory 
over Green Bay. The Bears (8-7) overpowered 
Jacksonville 41-17. Los Angeles Chargers quarter-
back Justin Herbert broke Baker Mayfield’s NFL 
one-season rookie touchdown pass record with 
his 28th of the campaign in a 19-16 victory over 
Denver. —AFP  

PITTSBURGH: Cornerback Kenny Moore II #23 and linebacker Darius Leonard #53 of the Indianapolis 
Colts hit wide receiver JuJu Smith-Schuster #19 of the Pittsburgh Steelers in the second quarter of 
their game at Heinz Field on December 27, 2020. — AFP  


