
MELBOURNE: A depleted Indian attack ripped
through Australia’s top order to leave the world’s
number one team with a slender two-run lead and in
deep trouble yesterday after day three of the sec-
ond Test. At stumps in Melbourne, Australia were
133 for six with Cameron Green on 17 and Pat
Cummins on 15 in their second innings as the visi-
tors zeroed in on leveling the series after losing the
first Test by eight wickets.

India are doing so with a weakened attack after
Umesh Yadav pulled up in his fourth over with a calf
problem, limping off the field. It was a setback for
India, who were already missing injured regulars
Mohammed Shami and Ishant Sharma. But the
remaining bowlers, led by Ravindra Jadeja (2-25)
and Jasprit Bumrah (1-34), admirably picked up the
slack. “I think we played really well. I thought the
bowlers came out really strong and bowled in all the
right areas. It was good to see,” said India captain
Ajinkya Rahane.

“But this game is not over yet, we still have to get
four more wickets.” India were all out for 326 in
their first innings on the stroke of lunch, adding just
49 to their overnight 277 for five in reply to
Australia’s 195. It gave them a 131-run lead, cour-
tesy of Rahane’s magnificent 112 and Jadeja’s 57.
Mitchell Starc and Nathan Lyon took three wickets
each. Australia needed some of their big names to
stand tall in the run chase. Opener Matthew Wade
did well with a fighting 40 off 137 balls before being
trapped lbw by the spin of Jadeja.

But Steve Smith, Marnus Labuschagne and Joe
Burns all failed. Burns lasted just 10 balls, caught by
Rishabh Pant off Yadav for four to follow his first-
innings duck. Even if David Warner fails to recover
from a groin strain for the next Test in Sydney, it will
be hard for selectors to again justify picking Burns,
with Marcus Harris among those waiting in the
wings. Labuschagne fell for 28, caught by Rahane
off a thick edge from Ravi Ashwin. At the other end,
the usually flamboyant Wade dug in but Smith again
went cheaply, bowled by Bumrah for eight.

After Wade departed, Travis Head was the last
recognized batsman but he became a victim of
paceman Mohammed Siraj on debut, slashing a ball
to Mayank Agarwal. Captain Tim Paine fell to Jadeja
for one, leaving Green and Cummins to knuckle
down in a 34-run partnership and take the Test into
a fourth day. “Cummo is not an established batsmen,
but he has done well for us at this ground in the
past and we all know what Greenie is capable of if
he can get in,” said Wade. “So it’d be really good for
these two to get a nice partnership together, which
we haven’t done over this Test match.” He added
that setting India a target of “anything over a 100
will be good”.

Rahane run-out
India started the day at a chilly Melbourne

Cricket Ground in front of 24,995 socially-distanced
fans with an 82-run advantage after taking charge
Sunday with a gutsy response to their embarrassing

36 all out in Adelaide. But Australia quickly made
inroads. Rahane, captain in place of Virat Kohli who
has returned home for the birth of his first child,
rode his luck on day two, when he was dropped on
73 and 104.

But after adding eight to his overnight 104, bril-
liant awareness from Labuschagne saw him run out.

Jadeja, back in the team after missing the first
Test injured, dabbed Nathan Lyon to point and set

off for a single as he looked to bring up his 50.
Rahane responded but wasn’t quick enough with
Paine whipping off the bails after Labuschagne’s
throw. It ended a 121-run partnership and one of the
32-year-old’s most important innings, having come
to the crease with India in trouble at 64 for three.
Jadeja brought up his 15th Test half-century before
misjudging a Starc bouncer, then Lyon and Josh
Hazlewood mopped up the tail. — AFP 
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Indian team zero in on leveling the series

India rip through Australia 
batting, targeting victory

MELBOURNE: Australia’s wicketkeeper Tim Paine (right) runs out India’s batsman Ajinkya Rahane on the third day of
the second cricket Test match between Australia and India at the MCG in Melbourne yesterday. —AFP 

MLB Hall of Fame 
knuckleball pitcher 
Niekro dead at 81
WASHINGTON: Phil Niekro, a crafty pitcher who
used his trademark knuckleball to baffle batters for
24 seasons, has died at age 81, the Baseball Hall of
Fame announced Sunday. Niekro, a five-time Major
League Baseball All-Star who was inducted into
the Hall in 1997, died in his sleep Saturday night
after battling cancer for the past few years. In a
career that spanned from 1964 through 1987,
Niekro collected a major-league record 121 victo-
ries after turning 40 and together with brother Joe
combined for 539, the most by any major league
siblings. 

Niekro pitched for the Atlanta Braves, Cleveland
Indians, New York Yankees and Toronto Blue Jays.
“Phil Niekro was one of the most distinctive and
memorable pitchers of his generation,” MLB com-
missioner Rob Manfred said. “In the last century, no
pitcher threw more than Phil’s 5,404 innings. His
knuckleball led him to five All-Star selections, three
20-win seasons for the Atlanta Braves, the 300-win
club, and ultimately, to Cooperstown.

“But even more than his signature pitch and
trademark durability, Phil will be remembered as
one of our game’s most genial people. He always
represented his sport extraordinarily well and he
will be deeply missed.” Niekro learned the unique
pitch from his coal miner father and made the ball
dance unpredictably to mystify batters starting
with Atlanta in 1964 even though it would be 1968
before he became a full-time starter. Niekro
pitched a no-hitter against the San Diego Padres in
1973 and finished his career with a record of 318-
274 and a 3.35 earned-run average. — AFP 

Battle of broken toe:
NZ dominate
Pakistan despite
Wagner injury
MOUNT MAUNGANUI: Not even a broken toe
could stop New Zealand’s pace attack dominating
day three of the first Test against Pakistan, but their
efforts to quickly wrap up the innings were slowed
by Mohammad Rizwan and Faheem Ashraf’s late
century stand yesterday. As intermittent showers
and an unseasonal hail storm disrupted proceedings
at Mount Maunganui, the Black Caps’ pace four-
some took five for 50 in the first two sessions
before Pakistan rallied to be all out for 239 at
stumps, still 192 in arrears.

Rizwan and Ashraf provided a face-saving part-
nership for Pakistan with 107 for the seventh wick-
et before Rizwan was run out for 71 by Mitchell
Santner’s smart underarm throw from square leg.
Ashraf soldiered on to a career-best 91 before he
was the last wicket to fall. Kyle Jamieson returned
the best figures for New Zealand with three for 35,
while Neil Wagner ignored the pain from a broken
toe to charge in for 21 overs to take two for 50. He
hobbled off at stumps describing it as one of the
toughest days of his career and revealed he need-
ed pain killers to keep going.

“After the first rain break I just went ‘dammit I
can’t bear the pain’ and I got a jab and that took the
pain away a little bit... but it started wearing off
pretty quickly,” said Wagner, who broke a toe on his
right foot when batting on day two. “Injuries hap-
pen and it’s unlucky but I can still do things and run
and it’s not going to stop me. It’s sore and it’s
bloody uncomfortable but its just one of those
things you’ve got to deal with and I still felt that I
didn’t want to let my teammates down.”

Early declaration
New Zealand need to win both Tests against

Pakistan to be in with a chance to make the World
Test Championship final in June, and Pakistan bat-
ting coach Younis Khan said that would put added
pressure on the Black Caps going into their second
innings today. “If New Zealand want to win this Test
match they should do some brave decisions so we
are expecting there will be an early declaration and
we are ready for that,” Khan said.  

When Pakistan resumed the day at 30 for one,
Abid Ali and nightwatchman Mohammad Abbas put
on just nine runs in 74 balls while Wagner was kept
out of the early attack. The partnership was broken
by Jamieson who hurt Abid Ali with the last ball of
his first over which smacked into the batsman’s fin-
gers. Two balls into Jamieson’s next over Abid kept
his hands out of the way from a ball wide of off
stump, only to see it jag back and he was bowled for
25. In the following over Trent Boult, who had trou-
bled Abbas with a succession of short balls, found
an edge with a full delivery and Ross Taylor held the
catch at first slip. — AFP 

MOUNT MAUNGANUI: New Zealand’s Neil Wagner goes
down injured after being hit on the toe during the sec-
ond day of the first cricket Test match between New
Zealand and Pakistan at the Bay Oval in Mount
Maunganui on December 27, 2020.  —AFP

Kohli and Perry
named cricketers 
of the decade
DUBAI: India captain Virat Kohli was named the
ICC’s male cricketer of the decade yesterday as
Australia all-rounder Ellyse Perry swept the top
women’s awards. Kohli and Perry were the big win-
ners in the International Cricket Council’s Awards of
the Decade, while Australian batsman Steve Smith
was crowned the best Test player. Kohli, who was
also named ODI player of the decade, lifted the
2011 World Cup and the 2013 Champions Trophy
with India, before inspiring their first Test series
victory on Australian soil two years ago. “It’s just
been an honor for me to be able to go out there and
perform for my team, and it’s a great honor for me
to win this award,” Kohli said in a video message.

“My only intention was to make winning contri-

butions for the team and I just strive to do that in
every game,” he added. India’s all-formats captain
was the decade’s highest run-scorer with 20,396,
hitting the most fifties (66) and having the highest
average (56.97) of players with more than 70
innings. He was also the only player with more than
10,000 one-day international runs, including 39
centuries and 48 fifties at an average of 61.83. Perry
was named female cricketer of the decade as well
as the top ODI and T20 player as she cleaned up in
the women’s awards.

Perry, who also played football for Australia at
the 2011 World Cup, won four T20 world titles and
the 2013 one-day World Cup, scoring 4,349 runs
and taking 213 wickets in the decade. “It has been
tremendous to develop the women’s T20 game and
take it forward,” Perry said. “Amazing to see where
it’s come from when I was introduced to it.” Smith,
who averaged 65.79 with 26 centuries and 28 fifties,
won the Test award despite his role in the ball-tam-
pering scandal at the 2018 Cape Town Test which
saw him banned for a year.  — AFP 

Steyn stars as
Cheetahs keep 
Currie Cup double 
hopes alive
JOHANNESBURG: Two-time Rugby World Cup
winner Francois Steyn kicked 17 points as the
Cheetahs overpowered the Sharks 37-10 Sunday
to bolster hopes of back-to-back South African
Currie Cup titles. The 33-year-old centre convert-
ed tries by captain and lock Carl Wegner, hooker
Marnus van der Merwe, winger Rhyno Smith and
prop Boan Venter and slotted three penalties in
Bloemfontein. Steyn is renowned for long-range
goal-kicking and one of his penalties in a flawless
performance from the tee was struck from inside
the Cheetahs’ half.

The utility back won World Cup medals with
South Africa in 2007 and 2019, one of only two
Springboks to achieve the feat. Cheetahs triumphed
despite being shown three yellow cards, which
reduced the side to 13 players at one stage in the
second half when winger Rosko Specman and
Venter were sin-binned. The try by Venter in addi-
tional time was the most important as it earned the
Cheetahs a bonus point for scoring three more than
the Sharks.

Bulls top the table with 35 points and seem set to
finish first, leaving Western Province (31), Lions
(29), Sharks (28) and Cheetahs (26) fighting for
three semi-finals places with two matches each to
play. The teams who come first and second enjoy
home advantage in the penultimate stage of a com-
petition first staged in 1892, making it the oldest
provincial rugby competition in the world. It was 33
degrees celsius (91.5 Fahrenheit) when the match
kicked off in Bloemfontein at a stadium empty
because of the coronavirus pandemic, with a sec-
ond wave sweeping South Africa. — AFP 


