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KUWAIT: Vaccination against COVID-19, currently reserved for health workers and people on the frontlines, continued yesterday at the Kuwait Vaccination Center in
Kuwait International Fairground in Mishref. —Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

News in brief

Former officials sentenced 
for embezzlement

KUWAIT: The criminal court issued an arrest warrant
for two former undersecretaries of the ministry of health
and three employees of the ministry of awqaf and Islamic
affairs for embezzling public funds. The two ex-ministers
were sentenced to seven years in prison, ordered to
return euro 4.8 million, fined euro 9.6 million, dismissed
from their jobs and prohibited from holding any public
office position in the future. As for the employees from
the awqaf ministry, one of whom is an expat, they were
sentenced to 10 years in prison, obligated to return KD
207,000 and fined twice the amount requested to be
returned. The first accused was also ordered to be dis-
missed from his position for misappropriating public
funds, while the third accused (the expat) will be deport-
ed after implementing his punishment.

Domestic violence

Detectives are searching for a man who injured his mother
and sister after he beat them and disappeared. The inci-
dent took place in Jahra. Police received a report from
Jahra Hospital about the injuries suffered by a woman and
her daughter, who told them they were caused by her son.

Theft charge

A Kuwaiti man accused a Sri Lankan helper of stealing
his wife’s jewelry. The citizen told police his wife dis-
covered a broken cupboard in her room with the jewel-
ry missing. He accused the helper because she has dis-
appeared and is not answering his calls. Police are
working on the case. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 
from Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa
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Numerous yearend
sales, but targets
barely achieved
By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: Yearend sales are everywhere these days to
attract customers, but many companies will miss their
sales target, even as others are doing well. “Even if you
try to attract people by holding sales, if they have no
money, how can they buy goods,” asked a retail man-
ager, who spoke to Kuwait Times on the condition of
anonymity. “Normally we reach 125 to 135 percent of
our sales target by the end of the year, but now we are
short by 15 to 25 percent,” she said. 

MarketResearch.com said household spending in
Kuwait will return to growth in 2021, after the COVID-
19 pandemic led to a contraction in consumer spending
in 2020. MarketResearch.com, the most comprehen-
sive collection of market intelligence products and
services on the web, said Kuwait’s improving economic
growth in 2021 will support household disposable
incomes, along with ongoing government stimulus

measures. As such, the market research projected
household spending in the country to grow by a real
rate of 5.0 percent y-o-y over 2021, a significant
improvement from the estimated -4.0 percent y-o-y
contraction in 2020.

“Even in food, we have several restaurants which
did not do well after the lockdown because of the
COVID scare and prolonged closure. Also, customers
are coming in smaller numbers unlike before. Some of
the food which we ordered has expired, so the store
has no choice but to throw it away. Some of the nearly-
expired food was given to our staff or sold at a dis-
counted price,” the manager said. 

Other retail stores have recorded higher sales com-
pared to last year. “Maybe because we sell luxury
products and people who can afford these are those
who have money - mostly locals,” another retail man-
ager said. “Many citizens, when they come back from
studies abroad, are given money by the government.
And we get a share of the money when they buy
something from us,” the manager told Kuwait Times. 

Consumers are also benefiting from promotions and
sales by hypermarkets. “We already achieved our sales
target in July and August. The reason is a no-brainer -
the only shops open during the lockdowns and curfews
were grocery stores and supermarkets. There is an
increased demand for food items,” said a hypermarket

manager.  “The promotions and sales we are doing now
are mostly ‘giveaways’ to help people who are strug-
gling, because some companies are still closed. Even
before the pandemic, we used to organize yearend
sales,” he added. Some expats have yet to go back to
their jobs. “I worked for the entertainment section of
my company, but children’s arcades are closed till now.
In September, our management decided to let us go.
Throughout the months without work, we did not
receive any salary. Only in November I got a new job
and started paying back money I had borrowed from
people to survive, so how can I enjoy the yearend
sales,” said Bok, who previously worked as an enter-
tainment supervisor. 

KUWAIT: The UN World Food Programme
(WFP) has been honored with the Nobel Peace
Prize for 2020. In the following report, WFP
Executive Director David Beasley joins Kuwait’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah in assessing the
threat of rising global hunger. 

Will We Face a Hunger Pandemic? 
Most hunger today is a self-inflicted wound.

Six out of 10 of the world’s hungry live in coun-
tries at war with themselves - more than 400
mill ion people. Conflict causes hunger and
hunger causes conflict in a vicious circle. The
resulting tide of hungry refugees and economic
migrants threatens to destabilize entire regions. 

The World Food Programme has been award-
ed the Nobel Peace Prize for 2020 for “its
efforts to combat hunger, for its contributions to
bettering conditions for peace in conflict-afflict-
ed areas, and for acting as a driving force to
prevent the use of hunger as a weapon of war
and conflict.”  

Kuwait is an important humanitarian partner
to WFP. The late Amir, His Highness Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, was award-
ed the title of “Humanitarian Leader” by the
United Nations Secretary General in recognition
for his outstanding contributions and support to
humanitarian work. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is committed to
fulfilling Kuwait’s and the late Sheikh Sabah’s
humanitarian vision and providing life-saving
assistance to vulnerable populations in critical
need. Kuwait has long been a donor to the World
Food Programme and has contributed over $140
million to its operations over the last five years
and the Kuwait Red Crescent Society has also
supported WFP.  

Regrettably, ending hunger is  the UN
Sustainable Development Goal on which we have
made the least progress. There are so many driv-
ers behind hunger: poverty, discrimination, envi-
ronmental degradation, insufficient investment in
agriculture. With each passing year, climate
change inflicts more harm on our farmers as they
struggle to cope with rising temperatures and
cruel cycles of flood and drought. After harvest,
an astonishing 1.3 billion metric tons of food
simply go to waste each year all over the world. 

Add COVID-19 to the global hunger equation
and we could soon see another pandemic — a
hunger pandemic as brutally relentless as the
virus itself. COVID-19 has taken 1.5 million lives
already. If we allow it to create a second pan-
demic of hunger and malnutrition, the cost in
lives lost will be far more devastating.   

The COVID-19 pandemic has eaten into

harvests, disrupted supply chains, and deci-
mated  the  incomes  o f  tens  o f  mi l l ions  o f
households. Where food is available, each day
more people lack the money to buy it. All told,
270 million people may find themselves in an
extreme hunger crisis in 2021 including some
30 million people who are already at the brink
of starvation.

What do we need to do? 
First, all parties should honor the Secretary-

General’s call for a global ceasefire. If most
hunger stems from politics, we need political
solutions. Second, we must pre-position food in
the most vulnerable regions. This is not just a
task for governments. The private sector and the
world’s billionaires should step up to help, both
with funds and their expertise. During the
COVID-19 pandemic the profits of leading
technology and online marketing companies
exploded, while the world’s 2000 plus billion-
aires now control a phenomenal $10.2 trillion in
assets. If there was ever a time to share that
bounty, it is now. 

Third, we must take a more strategic
approach to aid working more in tandem and
with a true spirit of collaboration. “Smart fund-
ing” through multi-year and multi-sector dona-
tions can help donors have a broad impact
beyond containing emergencies. It is not enough
for us to save lives, if we don’t change lives. 

Finally, we must build resilience in societies so
they can better withstand shocks like COVID-19.
And we have to start with the young.  School
closures have ended meals for 370 million chil-
dren and WFP is already providing food assis-
tance to help strengthen nutrition and prevent
disease among these children. We cannot let a
generation in the developing world become col-
lateral damage in this pandemic — malnourished
and uneducated, with little hope of leading pro-
ductive lives. 

If the COVID-19 pandemic has taught us any-
thing, it has taught us empathy. Even in wealthy
nations, families with jobs one day find them-
selves relying on government aid or food banks
the next.  Perhaps in the shared pain COVID-19
has thrust on us we can finally come together
and build a world without hunger. 

WFP, Kuwait assess threat 
of rising global hunger


