
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received yesterday an invitation 
by Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud to attend the Gulf Cooperation 
Council’s (GCC) 41st Summit, due in 
Riyadh on January 5. GCC 
Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-
Hajraf delivered the invitation dur-
ing a meeting with His Highness the 
Amir at Seif Palace. Hajraf briefed 
His Highness the Amir about ongo-
ing preparations for the summit. 

“I had the honor to personally 
deliver King Salman bin Abdulaziz 
Al Saud’s invitation to His Highness 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, the Amir  of  Kuwait , to 
attend the 41st GCC Summit taking 
place in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
on January 5, 2021,” Hajraf said. “I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank His Highness for his unequivocal 
efforts to strengthen the cooperation 
council and broaden its horizon.”  

“The 41st Summit marks the begin-

ning of a new chapter for the GCC as 
i t  enters  i ts  f i f th  decade,”  Hajraf 
added. “The GCC’s focus today is on 
meeting the ambitions of the region’s 

young and digital  populat ion, and 
enabling them to compete and lead in 
a globally-connected post-pandemic 
world, through joint efforts to restore 
economic growth, resume free trade 
negotiations, and strengthen strategic 
partnerships with friendly countries.” 

The meet ing was attended by 
Minister of Amiri Diwan Sheikh Ali 

Jarrah Al-Sabah, Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad 
Al-Sabah, head of Amiri Diwan Sheikh 
Mubarak Faisal  Al-Sabah, Deputy 

Amiri Diwan Minister Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdul lah Al-
Sabah, Amir i  Diwan 
Undersecretary and Director 
of  His  Highness the Amir ’s 
off ice Ahmad Al-Fahad and 
head of Amiri Diwan Protocols 
Sheikh Khaled Abdullah Al-
Sabah. 

His  Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal  Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also 
received Hajraf  yesterday. 

Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah and 
the Crown Prince Office Director Lt 
Gen Jamal  Mohammad Al-Thyab 
attended the meeting. Furthermore, His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
received Hajraf, in a meeting that was 
attended by Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 

Al-Mohammad, and Assistant Foreign 
Minister of GCC Nasser Al-Muzayyen. 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad held a separate 
meeting with Hajraf later yesterday as 

well . Assistant Foreign Minister of 
GCC Nasser Al-Muzayyen and Deputy 
Assistant Foreign Minister for the 
Minister’s office Ahmad Al-Shuraim 
attended the meeting. 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets GCC Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf. — Amiri 
Diwan and KUNA photos 

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah meets GCC Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-
Hajraf. 

Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah meets GCC Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf. 

KUWAIT: His Highness Sheikh Salem 
Al-Ali Al-Sabah Informatics Award 
announced yesterday that the late Amir 
of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah won the Informatics 
Medal in its 20th edition, in recogni-
tion of his humanitarian leadership and 
in honor of his memory with the histor-
ical and pivotal role he played.  

The Chairperson of the Board of 
Trustees of the Award Sheikha Aida 
Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah said in a press 
statement that  this  award is  st i l l 
“unable to express the appreciation 
over the amount of  work the late 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad provided to 
the world in various fields.”  

In this way, the late Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad gained the highest interna-
tional institutions’ appreciations, also 
the right and merit of leading humani-
ty and the principality of humanitari-
an work. 

Sheikha Aida added informatics was 
one of areas at forefront of late Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad’s priorities and inter-
ests, based on an insightful vision, 
anticipation of the future, an under-
standing of movement of history and 
an ambition to see Kuwait possessing 
all elements of modernity and com-
fortable living, recalling his saying that 
the striving strategic vision for Kuwait 
is to be a regional center, as well as 

advancing in trade, financial services 
and information technology services.  

She commended the major technical 
achievements that  the late Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad pioneered at the 
national level, establishing basis for his 
digital strategic vision, including the 
Singapore and Kuwait collaboration 
on an e-government, which led to the 
establishment of the Central Agency 
for Information Technology (CAIT) in 
2006 and the establishment of the 
Communicat ions and Information 
Technology Regulatory Authori ty 
(CITRA), in addition to the issuance of 
electronic legislation in 2014.  

The Informatics Award received his 
unprecedented historical patronage in 
2006, therefore it was the first patron-
age of a head of state for an informa-
t ion award and lasted 14 years 
throughout his reign, as this sponsor-

ship included all the award’s activities, 
inc luding the Global  Informatics 
Forum, she explained. 

The late Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad’s 
h igh patronage a lso included the 
Informatics Academy, offering free 
courses to encourage students, as he 
also sponsored Hackathon competi-
tions implemented by the award to 
stimulate creativity and innovation 
skills among students of public and 
private universities, she added.  

She recalled the words of the late 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad who said that 
their most valuable wealth was their 
children, and their best investments 
were to invest in developing their 
capabilities and skills, as they were the 
focus, purpose and means of  any 
development, underl ining that this 
guidance had a great impact on the 
energies of the participants in this 

competition and the emergence of 
their technical talents, which were 
embodied in innovative projects that 
dazzled their supervisors. 

The late Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad’s 
merits did not stop at sponsoring the 
previous award’s activities, but was 
also embodied by honoring winners 
of Informatics Medal at global level, 
in addition to honoring winners of 
information prize presented by the 
award at level of Arab world annually, 
she said.  

The award, under the patronage 
of the late Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad, 
became one of the most prominent 
Arab and international awards in its 
field in a short period, given that it 
had encouragement and guidance 
so that it topped its peers at Arab 
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l eve l s ,  s h e 
emphasized. — KUNA
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His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets GCC Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf. 
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this month and will receive similar shipments every 

month for a year, according to Health Minister Sheikh 
Dr Basel Al-Sabah. 

In other parliamentary news, the Assembly office in 
its first meeting decided to form a committee to inves-
tigate the events that took place during the 
Assembly’s inaugural session on Dec 15. The commit-
tee is headed by deputy speaker Ahmad Al-Shuhoumi 
and includes MPs Farz Al-Mutairi, Osama Al-Shaheen 
and Hesham Al-Saleh. Shuhoumi said the committee 
will be highly transparent and called on MPs who 
have any complaints or views on the issue to provide 

them to the committee within two weeks. 
But opposition MPs were quick to reject the move. 

MP Dahoum charged that the move is an attempt to 
“hide facts”, adding that the Assembly must debate the 
issue and refer the “assailants” to the public prosecu-
tion. He said he has sent a letter to the Assembly detail-
ing what happened during the session to be debated in 
the next session. MP Kandari said the Assembly office 
has no authority to investigate the issue because it has 
not been assigned by the Assembly.  

Opposition MPs have demanded a full investiga-
tion into what happened during the session, including 
allowing dozens of supporters of Speaker Marzouq 
Al-Ghanem to attend the session in violation of 
Assembly rules. The lawmakers also charge that those 
supporters insulted MPs during the session and out-
side the chamber. Opposition MPs also want a crimi-
nal investigation into allegedly fake ballot papers dur-
ing the election of the speaker. 

MPs press govt  
for fair bedoon...
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especially for America’s vulnerable populations. 

Two federal unemployment benefit programs 
approved in March as part of an initial COVID-19 
relief plan expired at midnight on Saturday, cutting off 
an estimated 12 million Americans, according to The 
Century Foundation think tank. 

The relief package, which was first passed by 
Congress on Dec 21, extends those benefits as well as 
others set to expire in the days ahead. But for days, 
Trump had refused to put his signature on it, calling 
the bill a “disgrace” and catching both Democrats and 
Republicans off guard with his complaints, which came 
after months of negotiations. 

Influential Republican senator Mitt Romney said he 
was “relieved” at the signing. “Help is now on the way 
to workers, families, and small businesses across the 
country who are desperately in need,” he tweeted. 
Earlier Sunday, he had urged Trump to “immediately 
sign or veto the COVID-19 relief package so Congress 
can act before it’s too late”. 

In his statement Sunday, the president continued to 
push for the $600 direct payments to US taxpayers 

spelled out in the bill to be more than tripled, and 
argued the legislation included too much excess 
spending on unrelated programs. He has not said why 
he waited until the bill was already approved to make 
his views known. The new stimulus package extends 
federal aid to the unemployed until mid-March, and 
provides guaranteed loans and billions of dollars in aid 
to small businesses, restaurants, hotels, airlines and 
other companies. It extends the moratorium on evic-
tions of people unable to pay their rent, suspends 
foreclosures and provides funds for the distribution of 
COVID-19 vaccines.  

The aid is essential to the world’s largest economy, 
hit hard by restrictions put in place to halt the spread 
of COVID-19. “I applaud the President’s decision to 
get billions of dollars of crucial COVID-19 relief out 
the door and into the hands of American families,” 
tweeted Republican Senate leader Mitch McConnell. 
House Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi called the bill 
“a down payment on what is needed to crush the virus, 
put money in Americans’ pockets & honor our 
heroes”. “We must quickly take further action,” she 
added in a tweet. Romney was not the only politician 
to have urged the president to change course Sunday. 
“I understand he wants to be remembered for advo-
cating for big checks, but the danger is he’ll be 
remembered for chaos and misery and erratic behavior 
if he allows this to expire,” Republican Senator Pat 
Toomey told Fox News on Sunday.  — AFP
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Israel, where Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

has boasted of a “world record” vaccination drive that 
inoculated 380,000 of its 8.7 million people by yester-
day, began issuing shots to soldiers at 17 centers 
nationwide. While the IDF is “one of the first militaries 
in the world to launch a vaccination campaign for its 
soldiers,” it will be “months” before all are protected, 
doctor Yael Arbel of the army medical corps said. 

The Middle Eastern country began its third coron-
avirus lockdown on Sunday, while Poland yesterday 
entered three weeks of new restrictions. Most 
European countries began their vaccination cam-
paigns over the weekend, boosting hopes of an end to 
the pandemic, especially in some of the hardest-hit 
parts of the continent. “Today is a big moment when 
you think back to all that we have been through,” said 
Isabella Palazzini, an Italian nurse in Cremona who lost 
three colleagues to COVID-19. 

Belgium became the latest EU member to join the 
bloc’s coordinated immunization drive. With old-age 
home residents first in line, followed by carers, medical 
staff and social workers, “I think it’s a relief... COVID 
was a true trial for residents and staff,” Brussels region 
health minister Alain Maron said. 

But pharmaceutical company Pfizer warned of 
delays to some shipments of the vaccine to eight 
nations from its factory in the country’s north. A 
“minor logistical issue” meant some vaccine deliveries 
were “rescheduled”, Pfizer spokesman Andrew Widger 
said, but insisted the problems had been “resolved”. 

In the United States, the world’s worst-hit country, 
known coronavirus infections surged past 19 million on 
Sunday after adding a million cases in less than a 
week. US cases have been surging at an alarming rate 
in recent months. The world’s largest economy has 
added at least one million new cases per week since 
early November, according to Johns Hopkins 
University data. 

But there was some relief for Americans Sunday 
when President Donald Trump finally signed a $900 
billion stimulus bill, a long-awaited boost for millions of 
people whose livelihoods have been battered by the 

pandemic. While the US has also begun vaccinations, 
top government scientist Anthony Fauci warned 
Sunday that the worst of the pandemic may be yet to 
come, driving the country to a “critical point” as holi-
day travel spreads the coronavirus. 

About two million Americans have been vaccinated 
so far, well below the 20 million the Trump administra-
tion has promised by year-end. But Fauci played down 
the shortfall as a normal hiccup in a massively ambi-
tious project, saying he was “pretty confident” that by 
April, all higher-priority people would be able to get 
vaccinated, clearing the way for the general population. 

Vaccination campaigns have also begun in China, 
Russia, Canada, Singapore and Saudi Arabia, and there 
was hope for one more successful vaccine on the hori-
zon. But there are worries over vaccine hesitancy or 
outright refusal among the public - especially because 
of anti-vaccine misinformation campaigns. Polls have 
shown many Europeans are unwilling to take the vac-
cine, which could impede efforts to beat the virus and 
reach widespread immunization. 

A young German pilot found a unique way to raise 
awareness, tracing a giant syringe in the sky to mark 
the start of his country’s rollout of vaccines. “I wanted 
to give people food for thought for the day the vaccine 
became available,” 20-year-old Samy Kramer, a stu-
dent and amateur pilot, said Sunday.  — AFP  

MONS, Belgium: Nurse Joan Darck receives a dose 
of the Pfizer-BioNTech CoVID-19 vaccine at La Bonne 
Maison de Bouzanton care home yesterday. — AFP  


