
Saudi extends flight ban  
 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has extended its suspen-
sion of commercial passenger flights by at least 
one week and possibly two amid concerns over a 
new variant of the coronavirus. Saudi Arabia will 
however allow flights in “exceptional cases”, an 
interior ministry official said according to the 
official Saudi Press Agency (SPA) on Sunday. 
Foreigners will be allowed to depart the kingdom 
and cargo movement will be permitted. — AFP  
 

  
Saudi activist Hathloul jailed  
 
RIYADH: A Saudi court yesterday handed 
prominent activist Loujain Al-Hathloul a prison 
term of five years and eight months for terror-
ism-related crimes. Hathloul was convicted of 
“various activities prohibited by the anti-terror-
ism law”, online outlet Sabq and other media 
allowed to attend her trial cited the court as 
saying. The court suspended two years and 10 
months of the sentence “if she does not commit 
any crime” within the next three years, and 
banned the activist from leaving the kingdom for 
five years. — AFP  
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MPs press govt for fair bedoon  
solution after ‘suicide attempt’ 

Lawmakers demand debate on coronavirus vaccination
By B Izzak   
 
KUWAIT: Lawmakers yesterday warned they will grill 
HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah if the government does not provide a durable 
and fair solution to the issue of thousands of stateless 
people after another young bedoon tried to commit 
suicide by setting himself on fire. The interior ministry 
said in a statement that it rescued a young bedoon 
after a fire broke out at a house in Sulaibiya, adding the 
man was receiving treatment at the intensive care unit 
in hospital. It did not say the man set fire on himself. 

But a number of lawmakers said the man was try-
ing to commit suicide because of the horrific living 
conditions of more than 100,000 bedoons, accusing 
the government of refusing to find a fair solution for 
their plight. MP Marzouq Al-Khalifa, who was elected 
rapporteur of the committee for bedoons in the 
Assembly, said the number of suicide cases among 
bedoons has increased in the past few months, but the 
government is only forming panels. 

Khalifa yesterday submitted a draft law offering 
bedoons civil rights prepared by the Lawyers 
Association. He called on the government to cooperate 
with the Assembly to approve the law. Five lawmakers 
submitted a motion calling on the legal and legislative 
committee to speed up its debate of the draft law. 

Khalifa and MP Bader Al-Dahoum warned they 

will grill the prime minister if the government does not 
cooperate on the issue. MP Saleh Al-Mutairi said a 
young bedoon committing suicide is a crime against 
the country, adding MPs will submit legislation to 
resolve their plight. MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari called 
on the Assembly’s human rights panel to investigate 
suicide cases of bedoons and review if the interior 
ministry statements on the cases were corrrect. 

Meanwhile, a number of MPs yesterday demanded 
a brief debate on the coronavirus vaccination during 
the National Assembly’s next session on Jan 5 to illus-
trate “precautions and concerns” on the safety of the 
vaccine. Kuwait last week launched its vaccination 
program, which gave priority to frontline workers and 
people aged 65 years and above. The health ministry 
plans to offer the vaccine to the entire population, 
including expatriates. 

The request for debate submitted by five MPs 
states that despite assurances made by the prime 
minister and top officials that the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine is safe and has no side effects, a number of 
international experts and doctors have raised con-
cerns that it has some negative effects in the medium 
and long term. 

Over 130,000 people have already registered for 
vaccination at the health ministry’s special website. 
Kuwait received its first shipment of the vaccine  
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PUURS, Belgium: Jos Hermans, 96, who was the first to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine, gives a thumbs-up to journalists at the 
Woonzorgcentrum Sint-Pieters rest home yesterday. — AFP 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives an invitation 
from Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud to attend the Gulf Cooperation Council’s 
41st summit in Riyadh on January 5. GCC Secretary General Nayef Al-Hajraf delivered the 
invitation during a meeting with HH the Amir at Seif Palace yesterday. - KUNA (See Page 2)

Amir receives invitation for GCC summit

Vaccine drives 
grow as virus 
spreads faster 
 
BRUSSELS: Belgium yesterday joined 
a growing list of countries to launch 
COVID-19 vaccination campaigns, 
while a new coronavirus variant 
believed to be more infectious spread 
further and other nations ramped up 
restrictions. Just as vaccination drives 
gather pace, global infections have 
raced past 80 million with nearly 1.8 
million deaths.  

Fears have been raised by a new 
strain of COVID-19 first detected in 

Britain and believed by experts to be 
potentially more transmissible. After it 
spread to several European countries as 
well as Japan and Canada, South Korea 
became the latest nation yesterday to 
detect the virus variant, in three individ-
uals from a London-based family who 
arrived in the country last week. Five 
cases were also identified in Spain’s 
southern Andalusia region. 

Itself hard hit by the strain, South 
Africa became the first African nation to 
log one million cases, official data 
showed Sunday. Authorities there con-
sidered re-imposing restrictions to bat-
tle the second wave of infections, with 
leaders worldwide facing similar dilem-
mas over unpopular and economically 
damaging lockdowns. 

Continued on Page 2

WEST PALM BEACH, Florida: US President Donald Trump rides in the 
back of an SUV as his motorcade departs Trump International Golf 
Club on Sunday. — AFP  

Trump, under  
pressure, signs  
stimulus bill 
 
WEST PALM BEACH, Florida: 
After delaying for nearly a week and 
under pressure from all sides, US 
President Donald Trump finally signed 
a massive $900 billion stimulus bill 
Sunday, in a long-sought boost for 
millions of Americans and businesses 
battered by the coronavirus pandemic. 
The package “providing coronavirus 
emergency response and relief” is part 

of a larger spending bill that, with 
Trump’s signature, will avoid a govern-
ment shutdown today. 

“I am signing this bill to restore 
unemployment benefits, stop evictions, 
provide rental assistance, add money 
for PPP (Paycheck Protection 
Programs), return our airline workers 
back to work, add substantially more 
money for vaccine distribution, and 
much more,” the president said in a 
statement from his Christmas vacation 
at his Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida. 

The turnaround came after a day 
marked by calls from all sides of the 
political spectrum for action to avert 
an economic and social disaster,  
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Iran warns Israel  
not to cross  
Gulf ‘red lines’ 
 
TEHRAN: Iran warned Israel yesterday not to 
cross its “red lines” in the Gulf in the final days of 
Donald Trump’s presidency and following a report-
ed Israeli submarine deployment. Foreign ministry 
spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh stressed the Islamic 
republic would defend itself against any American 
military “adventure” in the run-up to the Jan 20 
handover of power in Washington. The statement 
came a week after the US Navy announced a 

nuclear submarine was being deployed to the Gulf, 
in a new show of force directed at Iran. 

Media in Israel have since reported that an 
Israeli submarine has crossed the Suez Canal also 
headed for the Gulf, a report that has not been offi-
cially confirmed or denied. “Everyone knows what 
the Persian Gulf signifies for Iran,” Khatibzadeh told 
an online news conference. “Everyone knows the 
policies (of Tehran) regarding security and national 
security... Everyone knows very well how high the 
risk is raised if the red lines of Iran are crossed.” 

Tehran accuses its regional foe Israel of respon-
sibility for several anti-Iranian operations, including 
the assassination last month of nuclear scientist 
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh. The United States, for its part, 
has accused Iran of involvement in a rocket attack 
last week near its Baghdad embassy, as Tehran pre-

pares to mark the first anniversary of the killing of 
top Iranian commander Qasem Soleimani in a US 
drone strike in January. 

“We have sent messages to the US government 
and our friends in the region (warning) the current 
US regime not to embark on a new adventure in its 
final days at the White House,” said Khatibzadeh. He 
said Iran was not seeking to increase tension and 
called for “rational people in Washington” to take 
the same line until President-elect Joe Biden 
replaces Trump in the White House. Decades-old 
tensions between Washington and Tehran have 
soared since 2018, when Trump unilaterally with-
drew the United States from the Iran nuclear deal. 
The archenemies have twice come to the brink of 
war since June 2019, especially following the killing 
of Soleimani. — AFP 

Cabinet: Flights 
resume, borders 
reopen from Jan 2 
 
KUWAIT: The Cabinet decided during its 
weekly meeting yesterday to end the suspen-
sion of commercial flights and reopen land and 
sea borders from Saturday, Jan 2, 2021, after 
the health ministry confirmed no new strains of 
the coronavirus were found in the country.  

Kuwait suspended all commercial flights and 
closed its borders from Dec 21 until Jan 1 after 
a particularly infectious coronavirus variant 
emerged in Britain. The Cabinet yesterday 
decided not to extend its decision to suspend 
flights beyond Jan 1 and open land and sea 
ports daily as of Jan 2 from 9 am to 3 pm. These 
decisions will be reviewed according to devel-
opments regarding the spread of coronavirus, 
the Cabinet added. — Agencies 


