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Union, Hoffenheim 
suffer shock Cup
eliminations
BERLIN: Liverpool loanee Loris Karius endured
a miserable competitive debut for Union Berlin
on Tuesday as his side crashed out of the
German Cup in the second round following a sur-
prise 3-2 home defeat to second-tier Paderborn.
After spending all of the season on the bench up
to now, Karius was forced to fish the ball out of
the net just two minutes into his Union debut as
Sven Michel gave the underdogs the lead.

Grischa Proemel quickly equalized, but Michel
and Dennis Srbeny made it 3-1 before half-time,
and a second-half own goal was too little, too
late for Union. “Loris showed at times what he is
capable of, but I have to say his defenders let him
down in the first half,” said Union coach Urs
Fischer. Fellow Bundesliga side Hoffenheim were
also on the receiving end of an upset, as they lost
on penalties to second division outfit Greuther
Fuerth. In a dramatic game, Hoffenheim took the
lead through Andrej Kramaric early on, but
Fuerth equalised quickly.

Ryan Sessegnon, on loan from Tottenham
Hotspur, played Sebastian Ernst onside and the
midfielder nutmegged goalkeeper Oliver
Baumann. After further goals from Fuerth’s
Marco Meyerhoefer and Hoffenheim’s Kevin
Akpoguma, Sessegnon almost presented Fuerth
with victory late on.  The English left back
brought down Branimir Hrgota in the box in
stoppage time, but Baumann saved Paul Seguin’s
penalty to take the game to extra time. Fuerth
triumphed in the shootout, with Meyerhoefer
converting his side’s ninth penalty to seal the win. 

Elsewhere, goals from Mats Hummels and
Jadon Sancho gave Borussia Dortmund a 2-0 win
over second-tier Eintracht Braunschweig, while
RB Leipzig reached the last 16 for the third sea-
son in a row as they eased to a 3-0 win over
their cup bogey side Augsburg with goals from
Willi Orban, Yussuf Poulsen and Angelino. Both
Schalke and Borussia Moenchengladbach over-
came fourth-tier opposition, with Gladbach beat-
ing Elversberg 5-0 and Schalke ending their mis-
erable year with a 3-1 win over Ulm. —AFP

LONDON: Brentford reached their first League
Cup semi-final with a shock 1-0 win against
Newcastle, while troubled Arsenal lost to holders
Manchester City on Tuesday. Brentford, fourth in
the Championship, upset Premier League side
Newcastle thanks to Josh Dasilva’s second-half goal
in rain-lashed west London.

Thomas Frank’s team had already knocked out
West Bromwich Albion, Southampton and Fulham
en route to the quarter-finals. Their fourth Premier
League scalp took them into their first ever major
domestic cup semi-final. Badly hit by an outbreak of
the coronavirus recently, this was another bitter
blow in a frustrating season for Newcastle, who
were hoping to reach their first domestic semi-final
since the 2004-05 FA Cup.

The Magpies remain without a major domestic
trophy since the 1955 FA Cup. With Newcastle win-
less in their last two Premier League matches, boss
Steve Bruce will be under fire from angry fans after
the latest cup embarrassment for his club.
Newcastle striker Callum Wilson forced a good
save from Luke Daniels early on with a powerful
shot from an acute angle. The Bees were inches
away from taking the lead when Dasilva’s low cross
reached Saman Ghoddos, but the Iran winger’s mis-
cued effort looped onto the crossbar.

Ryan Fraser’s dipping strike was tipped over by
Daniels before the interval. But Frank’s side never
looked overawed against and gained their reward in

the 66th minute. Canos pulled his cross back into the
path of Dasilva and his volley flashed past Newcastle
keeper Karl Darlow. In Tuesday’s other quarter-final,
Manchester City inflicted more misery on struggling
Arsenal. Arsenal have lost five of their last seven
Premier League games and are 15th in the table, mak-
ing this their worst start to a season since 1974-75.

Their latest defeat came at Everton on Saturday,
sparking talk of dressing room unrest amid reports
Gunners manager Mikel Arteta could be in danger
of the sack if Arsenal’s wretched run continues.
Arteta, whose club last won the League Cup in
1993, believes beating City would be a springboard
to a successful second half of the season. “This is
what we want to use it for because it’s a competi-
tion we want to try to win,” said Arteta, who worked
as Pep Guardiola’s City assistant before joining
Arsenal 12 months ago.

City are unbeaten in their last eight games in all
competitions - conceding just one goal in that peri-
od. But they still trail eight points behind Premier
League leaders Liverpool after an inconsistent start
to the campaign. Guardiola’s men, who have found
goals hard to come by in the absence of the injured
Sergio Aguero, have won the League Cup for the
last three seasons and are bidding to become the
first team to win it four years in a row since
Liverpool from 1981 to 1984. Yesterday, Everton
hosted Manchester United and Tottenham visited
second tier Stoke.—AFP

Brentford, fourth in the Championship, upset Premier League club

Brentford stun Newcastle to 
reach League Cup semi-finals

LONDON: Newcastle United’s Paraguayan midfielder Miguel Almiron (left) and Brentford’s Spanish
striker Sergi Canos compete during the English League Cup quarter final football match between
Brentford and Newcastle United at the Brentford Community Stadium in Brentford on December
22, 2020. —AFP

Tigres sink LAFC for 
CONCACAF crown
MIAMI: Andre-Pierre Gignac scored a late winner
as Mexico’s Tigres UANL came from behind to end
their long wait for a CONCACAF Champions
League crown with a 2-1 final victory over Los
Angeles FC on Tuesday. Former Marseille and
France international striker Gignac swept home the
winner six minutes from time at Orlando’s Exploria
Stadium to complete a dramatic come-from-behind
win for the Liga-MX side. The victory marked the
end of years of frustration in the tournament for
Tigres, who had been beaten in the final three times
since 2016. “We lost it almost three years in a row
and I think the club deserved to finally win it,”
Gignac said afterwards.

The Mexican side will now advance to the FIFA
World Club Cup in Qatar next February following
the win. “We finally achieved an international title,”
added Gignac, who was named tournament MVP
and Golden Boot winner. “I always wanted to win it
even though some say it is not worth much. It is
worth going to a Club World Cup, and it is worth
playing against the best teams from each continent.
Today it is Tigres’ turn.” Tigres win extends
Mexico’s proud record in the competition. Mexican
clubs have won the title for the last 15 editions.

But the loss shattered Los Angeles’ dreams of
becoming the first side from Major League Soccer
to be crowned kings of club football in the North
America, Central America and Caribbean (CONCA-
CAF) region since Los Angeles Galaxy managed the
feat in 2000. The defeat was even harder to swallow
as the MLS side had appeared to be in total control
for long periods of the second half after Uruguayan
striker Diego Rossi fired them into a 61st-minute
lead. Los Angeles captain Carlos Vela then missed a
golden chance to double the MLS club’s lead soon
afterwards, taking too long to get his shot off and

allowing Tigres to block from close range.
At that point, Los Angeles looked by far the

likelier winners against a Tigres side who had
barely managed a shot on goal throughout. But the
Mexican club were gifted a way back into the
match when a defensive mix-up involving goal-
keeper Kenneth Vermeer saw Los Angeles need-
lessly concede a corner with just under 20 minutes
left. From the ensuing setpiece, Hugo Ayala’s
glancing header beat Vermeer and crept in at the
far post. The goal transformed the contest, with
Tigres pouring forward in search of a winner
against a weary Los Angeles.

With extra-time looming, Luis Rodriguez went
on a jinking run to the edge of the area before
squaring for Gignac in space. The Frenchman made
no mistake with the finish, coolly picking his spot
to sidefoot into the bottom corner past former
Ajax goalkeeper Vermeer. Tuesday’s final marked
the climax of a tumultuous tournament which
began in February only to be halted abruptly mid-
way through the quarter-finals in March as the
Covid-19 pandemic erupted. The competition
resumed last week with all remaining teams play-
ing in a quarantine bubble in Orlando in games
played behind closed doors. —AFP

ORLANDO: Tigres UANL celebrates the championship win over Los Angeles FC during the CONCACAF
Champions League final game at Exploria Stadium on December 23, 2020 in Orlando, Florida. —AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Cup final match will be
played on Jan 12, 2021, Chairman of Kuwait
Football Assocaition Sheikh Ahmad Al-Yousuf Al-
Sabah said. Al-Yousuf thanked the championship
patron for his support. Sheikh Ahmad Al-Yousuf
said Information Minister, State Minister for Youth
Affairs Abdelrahman Al-Mutairi will represent HH
the Crown Prince. The Cup draw placed Kuwait,
Yarmouk, Sahel, Fahaheel, Khaitan, Nasr and
Burgan in group one, while group two includes
Qadisiya, Sulaibkhat, Arabi, Shabab, Salmiya,
Tadhamon, Kazma and Jahra - bearing in mind
that Kuwait will join the tournament in round eight
as the champion of last season. 

Kuwait Football League
Meanwhi le , in  the  14th  round of  Kuwait

Football League (ranking phase), Jahra joined

the lower league after they lost to Khaitan 2-3
while Khaitan kept their hopes to remain in the
premier league with their 17 points, while Jahra
remained at 11.

In another match, things became more inter-
esting as Burgan defeated Nasr 2-1. Burgan’s
goals were scored by Nicolas Kofi, while Nasr’s
lonely goal was scored by Adel Hassan. Burgan
(now have 14 points) ignited the battle to stay in
the premier league. Meanwhile Nasr have 29
points in second place.

The fifth team which will be determined at the
15th and final round of the ranking phase will join
Jahra, Tadhamon, Yarmouk and Sulaibkhat. The
competing teams are Sahel with - 17 points,
Khaitan - 17, Fahaheel - 15 and Burgan - 14. 

Three of the said teams will remain in the pre-
mier league, and one will join the lower league.
Another match, Sahel and Salmiya ended goalless
- giving Salmiya 26 points in third place, while
Sahel have 17 points.

SPANISH LEAGUE

Deportivo Alaves v SD Eibar 00:00
beIN Sports HD 3
Real Betis v Cadiz CF 00:00
beIN Sports HD 5

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

Kuwait’s Football League roundup

Loris Karius


