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Russia expects 
‘nothing good’ 
from Biden
MOSCOW: With less than a month before Joe Biden
moves into the White House, Moscow yesterday
accused the incoming US administration of
“Russophobia” after the president-elect promised to
punish Russia for a major cyber attack. Biden is
expected to take a tougher stance against Russia than
Donald Trump, whose ascent to the US presidency in
2016 was plagued by accusations of Russian interfer-
ence to boost his campaign. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin was one of the
last leaders to congratulate Biden on his election vic-
tory, sending his congratulatory message six weeks
after the November 3 vote and saying he was ready
for “collaboration”. Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov,
speaking to reporters yesterday, said the Kremlin was
expecting “nothing positive” in ties with Washington. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov struck a
similar note, speaking about Moscow’s expectations
from the future US administration. “We are definitely
not expecting anything good,” Ryabkov said in an
interview with Interfax news agency. “And it would be
strange to expect good things from people, many of
whom made their careers on Russophobia and throw-
ing mud at my country,” he added. Washington has
recently accused Russia of a major cyber attack on
government agencies - a claim Moscow has denied.
Biden on Tuesday said the attack cannot go “unan-
swered”, promising to retaliate once he steps into
office on Jan 20. The US president-elect also accused
Trump of downplaying the gravity of the attack. 

Russia and the United States have a litany of issues to
settle following the transition of power in Washington.
Tensions have raged for months over the fate of New
START, which caps the number of nuclear warheads held
by Washington and Moscow and expires in Feb 2021. No
agreement has been reached on the extension of the last
major nuclear arms reduction accord between Russia and
the United States. The Iran nuclear deal has also been on
the brink of collapse ever since Trump withdrew from it in
2018 and imposed crippling economic sanctions on
Tehran. Ryabkov said Moscow should move to a “total
containment” approach in relations with the United
States and retain “selective dialogue” on subjects that are
of interest to Russia. —AFP

MOSCOW: Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and
his Qatari counterpart Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
Al-Thani enter a hall to attend a press conference
yesterday. —AFP

WASHINGTON: Carmelo Duncan was
strapped into his car seat when he was hit
by multiple stray bullets, becoming at just
15 months old one of the youngest shoot-
ing victims in the US this year - and a
symbol of powerlessness in the face of
gun violence. On Dec 2, he and his eight-
year-old brother were in a car being driv-
en by their father through southeast
Washington, DC, when unknown shoot-
ers opened fire on the vehicle before
fleeing in a stolen SUV.

The toddler died at the hospital. His
father and brother survived the ambush,
for which police say they don’t know the
motive. Carmelo was the 187th victim of
gunshot homicide this year in the
American capital, out of 197 - the highest
total in 15 years. The city had 196 shoot-
ing deaths in 2005. Many US cities
reported “historic levels of violence” in
2020, according to a report by the organ-
ization Everytown for Gun Safety - and
young people are paying a heavy price.

This is due to a climate of violence fol-
lowing the police killings of Black
Americans, and the COVID-19 pandemic
that has closed down schools and youth
programs. “As these critical supports

have been shuttered, the void has been
filled with gun violence,” said the
Everytown report. Just a few days before
Christmas, gun violence has already
caused more than 18,500 deaths in the
US in 2020, according to the Gun
Violence Archive, including more than
1,300 minors. Of these, 284 were 11 years
old or younger.

Killed on the Fourth of July 
One such child is Davon McNeal, who

was shot in the head on July 4 by a stray
bullet fired by young adults celebrating
the national holiday. Only 11 years old, he
had left a picnic organized by his mother,
Crystal McNeal, in a poor neighborhood
in southeast Washington. “They were just
having fun shooting their firearms,” his
paternal grandfather, John Ayala, told
AFP. One of the shooters, Ayala
explained, had been released from prison
in May as part of an effort to stop the
spread of the coronavirus in detention
facilities.

Ayala has been a well-known figure in
Washington’s Black community since
1989. He founded the local chapter of the
group Guardian Angels - easily recog-

nized by their red berets - that works to
stop violence and crime in metro areas.
“For years I worked all over the world
going out to be a role model, talking
about positive things and to prevent
tragedies like this from happening,” said
the New York-born 51-year-old. “And
then it hits my own doorstep.”

“What’s sad is when a child is mur-
dered here, we already know that’s not
the last one,” he added, pointing to the
general sense of powerlessness. The day
Davon died, at least four children under
eight years old were killed by stray bul-
lets in Chicago, Atlanta, San Francisco
and St Louis, Missouri, according to the
Gun Violence Archive.

‘Mentality has to change’ 
Ayala denounced the passivity and

“culture” of silence among some in the
African-American community, which is
the most affected by gun violence. “That
mentality has to change,” he said.
“Snitching is not when you report a crime
that is happening in your community
against you or somebody else.”

In order to keep Davon’s name alive,
McNeal created a foundation that helps

homeless people and disadvantaged
youth, though she admits that her charita-
ble work isn’t enough to stem the vio-
lence. “You can do all the peace walks, all
the events, all the toys giveaways, any-
thing. You can’t tell somebody to stop
something they already planned on
doing,” she told AFP.

Ayala and Kevin McGill, the coach of
Davon’s school football team, also
denounced rival gangs that don’t hesitate
to settle scores around children. “Where
we’re from, it ain’t really unheard of,” said
McGill. “It’s heartbreaking. At the same
time, it’s like you become numb to it.”
Like McNeal, Maurice Burden, a custodi-
an at a Washington public high school,
wants to raise awareness. 

He co-founded the group Indigenous
Suns, which regularly organizes food and
clothing drives. He also wants to hold
monthly protests against gun violence.
“Usually we have one march, weeks pass
and everybody forgets. So that people
don’t forget, one march will not do it, we
must have many,” the 39-year-old father
of two told AFP. Carmelo Duncan’s death
is “not normal and we will not go to the
point of this to be normal,” he said. —AFP

WASHINGTON: John Ayala holds up a picture on Dec 17, 2020 of his grandson, Davon McLean, 11, killed by a stray bullet on July 4, 2020. (Inset) This photo received from the DC Metropolitan Police Department on Dec 21, 2020 shows a
picture of homicide victim Carmelo Duncan. —AFP

Many US cities reported ‘historic levels of violence’ in 2020

The American children lost to stray bullets

3 French police 
killed by domestic 
violence suspect
SAINT-JUST, France: Three police officers were
killed and a fourth wounded in central France
yesterday when a man opened f ire as they
responded to a domestic violence call, the dead-
liest attack in years on French security forces
outside of terrorism incidents. The suspect, a 48-
year-old man known to authorities for child cus-
tody disputes, was “discovered dead” several
hours after fleeing the home in an isolated hamlet
near Saint-Just, a village of some 160 people
south of Clermont-Ferrand, Interior Minister
Gerald Darmanin said in a tweet.

“This is one of the most tragic events in the

history” of France’s Gendarmes force, which often
ensures law enforcement in rural areas, Darmanin
said after arriving at the scene. He gave no fur-
ther details on how the man died, though a min-
istry source told AFP the suspect “was found
dead in his  vehicle, apparent ly a suicide”.
Identified by officials as Frederik L, he opened
fire at two officers who arrived at the house
shortly after midnight after being alerted to a
reported domestic assault.

One was killed immediately and the other shot
in the thigh before the man set fire to the house,
where a woman had climbed onto the roof. Police
reinforcements and firefighters were rushed to
the scene, and all roads leading to the house were
blocked off, according to the prosecutor’s office
in Clermont-Ferrand. 

Two further police who were trying to deter-
mine if rescue officers could reach their shot col-
leagues were then fired on and killed by the sus-
pect, who had barricaded himself in the house.

“He was an amateur shooter” and was “heavily
armed, with a rifle and two pistols”, a source
close to the inquiry said. He later escaped and
some 300 officers spent hours searching for the
suspect. —AFP

AMBERT, France: French gendarmes speak with a man at
the gendarmerie yesterday after three gendarmes were
killed and a fourth wounded by a gunman they confronted
in response to a domestic violence call in Saint-Just. —AFP

US delivery-only 
kitchens flourish 
during pandemic
NEW YORK: You can’t eat there or collect your meal. But so-
called ghost kitchens, which only prepare food for delivery, are
booming in the United States during the pandemic. Don’t look
for a Firebelly Wings or a Monster Mac restaurant anywhere in
America because you won’t find their signs on any street.
Instead, their chicken wings or macaroni and cheese are found
via smartphones. The new brands, like dozens of others, were
invented solely for delivery. Their dishes are prepared in

“ghost” kitchens, hidden commercial spaces closed to the pub-
lic. The trend, sometimes called “dark” kitchens, has been
around for a couple of years but is enjoying a huge boost due
to coronavirus shutdowns. “Consumer behavior has been
altered by COVID-19,” said a spokesperson for Nextbite, an
operator of ghost kitchens. “Consumers who had never ordered
from delivery platforms have adopted the convenience.”

Restaurants closed for months, others open with
reduced capacity, customers preferring to eat at home for
fear of infection: everything has been pointing towards
increased demand for delivery. DoorDash, the leading food
delivery platform in the US with 47 percent market share,
handled 543 mill ion orders between January and
September, a three-fold increase on last year. “It’s capital-
izing a lot on the restaurants that have closed. But at the
same time there’s new demand created too,” said R J
Hottovy, director of financial analytics at global restaurant

consultancy firm Aaron Allen & Associates. 
Zuul, C3, Kitchen United and CloudKitchens, headed by

Uber co-founder Travis Kalanick, offer restaurateurs kitchens
- sometimes fully equipped - along with technical support to
manage orders and advice on developing their brands.
Nextbite focuses on the latter, helping restaurants develop
new menus in their existing kitchens. Traditional caterers are
getting in on the act, opening ghost kitchens under their own
names and inventing new culinary offerings.

“Everyone is trying to address the downward pressure
on your margins,” said Kristen Barnett, COO at Zuul who
manages a facility in New York that houses nine different
ghost kitchens. Michael Roper, CEO of healthy fast-food
chain Muscle Maker Grill, says a dark kitchen can be
opened with a $75,000 investment. A classic brick and
mortar restaurant would cost “between $350,000 and
$500,000,” he said. —AFP


