
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health is ready to 
receive everyone to take novel coronavirus (COVID-
19) vaccines, Director of Public Health Department 
Dr Fahad Al-Qimlas announced yesterday, adding 
that the ministry has a well-placed plan to approve 
vaccination centers, namely halls number five and six 
in Kuwait International Fairground (KIF), as well as 
two additional centers in Al-Ahmadi and Al-Jahra 
governorates in the future. Qimlas added in remarks 
to the press at Kuwait International Fairground in 
Mishref yesterday that people desiring to receive 
COVID-19 vaccinations have to register their 

requests on the ministry’s website to facilitate the 
process of their entrance to the centers, and to 
approve their reservations, as the Ministry is ready 
to receive thousands of people daily.  

 
Accurate information 

Qimlas called on people questioning the credibil-
ity of the vaccine to avoid the spreading rumors, to 
take accurate information from its trusted sources, 
and from specialized people who are thoroughly 
looking at the studies on the efficiency of the vac-
cine. The official noted that medical cadres are fully 

in charge and prepared in the vaccination centers, 
as they are capable to receive all registered people, 
calling on everyone to immediately register online. 
The COVID-19 vaccines are stored according to 
the instructions and regulations of the Ministry’s 
medical storage department, as the vaccine quanti-
ties are sufficient and cover the need of all demands, 
he said. 

 
One death 

Kuwait has meanwhile registered yesterday 266 
additional COVID-19 cases recorded over a 24-

hour span, increasing the total number of infections 
to 148,773, while one fatality was recorded to a 
death toll of 924. Plus, active cases amounted to 
3,255 with 54 of them in intensive care units, MoH’s 
Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said. Earlier, the 
ministry confirmed 238 fresh recovery cases, added 
to a total of 144,594 cured people thus far. Health 
authorities conducted 3,459 swab tests in 24 hours, 
increasing the total to 1,232,277, Dr Sanad revealed. 
The spokesman further urged everyone in Kuwait to 
adhere to precautionary measures against the virus 
and maintain social distancing. — KUNA 
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Kuwait’s COVID-19 cases jump by 266, deaths by one 

Health ministry ready to receive 
everyone for COVID-19 vaccines

KUWAIT: Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah tours the Kuwait vaccination center for 
COVID-19 at Kuwait International Fairground in Mishref yesterday. 

Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah tours the Kuwait vaccination center for 
COVID-19. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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Slatten was retried and sentenced in Aug 2019 to 

life in prison. The following month, Slough, Liberty 
and Heard had their sentences reduced by half or 
more. “I was following carefully the whole time. It 
was a gradual reduction - I knew we’d never get 
justice,” Saadi said. The pardon came just a few 
weeks after the International Criminal Court shut 
down a preliminary probe into alleged war crimes 
by British troops in Iraq after the invasion. 

The ICC prosecutor had said in 2017 that there 
was “reasonable basis” for believing British soldiers 
had committed such crimes. But she said this month 
she could not find proof Britain had shielded sus-
pects from prosecution. Ali Bayati of Iraq’s Human 
Rights Commission said the back-to-back decisions 
showed there was little respect for human rights 
abroad. “The latest decision confirms these coun-
tries’ violations of human rights and international 
law,” he told AFP. “They grant immunity to their sol-
diers even as they claim to protect human rights.”  

Baghdad was gripped by bloody sectarian war-
fare in 2007, and there was no local trial over the 
Sept 16 deaths in Nisur Square. Following the 
shootings, Iraq announced it would not renew 
Blackwater’s operating license and the US State 

Department did not renew its contract there with 
the firm. Blackwater changed its name several times, 
eventually becoming Academi and merging with 
other firms to form the Constellis Group. One of 
Constellis’s smaller firms, Olive Group, is currently 
operating in Iraq. There was no immediate reaction 
from the Iraqi government yesterday.  

The US trial found none of the 14 people killed in 
Nisur Square was armed. Many were in their vehi-
cles, which had been sprayed with machine-gun fire. 
At least one child died. All but one of the victims’ 
families accepted compensation from Blackwater, a 
lawyer wounded in the attack told AFP previously. 
Those hurt received up to $50,000, while the rela-
tives of those killed were offered $100,000.  

Haitham Al-Rubaie, who lost his son Ahmad and 
wife Mahasin, was the only one to turn down the 
offers. Ahmad was a 20-year-old medical student, a 
former classmate said yesterday. “All of us at school 
were devastated and heartbroken,” said the class-
mate, who asked for her name to be withheld so she 
could speak freely. “Times were really tough... and 
to hear that he and his mom were both murdered 
added to our sense of desperation.”   

She said she expected Ahmad would have been a 
successful physician - like his mother - had he lived. 
“It is an utter outrage, but it is also not surprising 
by any means. The Americans have never 
approached us Iraqis as equals,” the former class-
mate said. “As far as they are concerned, our blood 
is cheaper than water and our demands for justice 
and accountability are merely a nuisance.” — AFP  

Iraqis angry but  
unsurprised over...
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Saleh revealed HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 

Sabah Al-Khaled will be the first to receive the jab, 
followed by those who have registered for the vac-
cination online. Saleh expressed pride in the prepa-
ration for the campaign, thanking the minister of 

health and all members of the ministry for their 
efforts. He added that members of the interior min-
istry, Kuwait Fire Force and related bodies will do 
their best to facilitate the campaign’s success.  

People interested in getting vaccinated are 
requested to register at a special site set up by 
the health ministry (covid19vaccine.moh.gov.kw). 
By late Tuesday, around 74,000 people had 
already registered. Local media reported that the 
first shipment contains around 150,000 vaccines 
good for 75,000 people, as the vaccination is 
administered twice.

Premier to launch 
coronavirus...
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The Dubai Media Office said that vaccinations 

will be available at six health authority facilities. 
Earlier this month, the United Arab Emirates 

had already approved the vaccine developed by 
Chinese drugs giant Sinopharm, which it said was 
86 percent effective. The vaccine produced by US 
pharmaceuticals giant Pfizer and its German part-
ner BioNTech - which proved to be 95 percent 
effective in late-stage clinical trials - is adminis-

tered in two doses, 21 days apart.  
The vaccine must be stored at -70 degrees 

Celsius, a temperature much lower than standard 
freezers and which forced the company to develop 
special containers for transport. Taking part in the 
vaccination campaign remains voluntary in the UAE, 
but officials have encouraged the population to be 
inoculated. Two vaccines have undergone third-phase 
trials in the UAE - the Sinopharm project and Russia’s 
Sputnik-V, named after the Soviet-era satellite. 

Dubai ruler Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-
Maktoum said in November that he had received an 
experimental coronavirus vaccine, joining other top 
UAE officials to take part in the trials. The UAE has 
so far recorded more than 197,000 cases of the 
novel coronavirus, including 645 deaths. — AFP 

Dubai rolls out  
COVID jabs...
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“sovereignty” over the disputed region of 

Western Sahara, widely read as a quid pro quo for 
Rabat’s simultaneous pledge to restore ties with 
Israel. 

Tuesday’s declaration included a commitment to 
“immediately resume full official contacts between 
Israeli and Moroccan counterparts”, with all parties 
agreeing to “fully implement” their sides of the bar-
gain before the end of January. Appearing alongside 
Morocco’s Foreign Minister Nasser Bourita, 
Kushner said at an evening press conference that 
the visit had been “enormously productive so far”.  

Both Kushner and Ben Shabbat were received at 
the airport by Moroccan officials, albeit in a low key 
welcome far from the pomp of the delegation’s 
departure from Israel. Alongside the tripartite dec-
laration, four bilateral deals were signed Tuesday 
between Israel and Morocco, centering on direct air 
links, water management, connecting financial sys-
tems and a visa waiver arrangement for diplomats. 
Morocco has North Africa’s largest Jewish commu-
nity of about 3,000 people, and Israel is home to 
700,000 Jews of Moroccan origin.  

As part of the Morocco-Israel deal unveiled ear-
lier this month, Trump fulfilled a decades-old goal of 
Rabat by backing its contested sovereignty in the 

disputed region of Western Sahara. The move infu-
riated the Algerian-backed pro-independence 
Polisario Front, which controls about one fifth of the 
desert territory that was once a Spanish colony. 

Kushner said Tuesday the US recognition of 
Moroccan sovereignty over the Western Sahara 
was “rejecting the failed status quo, which bene-
fits no one”. “Genuine autonomy is the only feasi-
ble option but it will take work, we urge all par-
ties to constructively engage with the United 
Nations to move forward through the negotia-
tions,” he added. 

In a statement late Tuesday, Mohammed VI con-
gratulated Kushner for his “substantial work... which 
has led to the historic turning point in favor of 
Morocco’s territorial integrity and this promising 
development for peace in the Middle East”. The US 
aims to open a consulate in Western Sahara, and has 
pledged investment, which Moroccan media 
described as “colossal”. Israel and Morocco are 
meanwhile due to reopen diplomatic offices. 
Morocco closed its liaison office in Tel Aviv in 
2000, at the start of the second Palestinian intifada, 
or uprising.   

Mohammed VI has said Morocco will remain an 
advocate for the Palestinians. Alongside the 
announcement of the resumption of relations with 
Israel, the king had earlier this month assured 
Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas of Morocco’s 
“continued and sustained commitment to the just 
Palestinian cause”, based on the two-state solution 
to that conflict. He reiterated his commitment in his 
statement on Tuesday. —AFP

US-Israeli  
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 School of Engineering, told AFP. Large respira-

tory droplets -which act like projectiles before 
being pulled toward the ground by gravity - are 
thought to be the main driver of SARS-CoV-2 
transmission, he noted. 

Smaller ones, sometimes called aerosol droplets, 
can remain suspended in the air for longer periods. 
“We continuously exhale a whole range of droplets, 

from micro-scale to millimeter-scale,” Maria Viola 
said by phone. “Some of the droplets will drop 
faster than others” depending on temperature, 
humidity and especially air speed, he said. The 
study focused on particles larger than 170 microns 
in diameter - roughly two to four times the width of 
a human hair. 

Aerosol particles, which tend to follow currents in 
the air, are generally described as smaller than 20 or 
30 microns. Intermediate size droplets can behave 
either way, the study found. “If you wear a mask, you 
are mitigating the virus transmission by an order of 
magnitude — 10 times less,” Maria Viola said. “In 
our study, for the larger droplets we measure, we’re 
talking about 99.9 percent less.”—AFP

Masks block  
99.9% of large...
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notably a big increase in the proposed $600 

direct payments to less well-off Americans. 
“I am asking Congress to amend this bill and 

increase the ridiculously low $600 to $2,000, or 
$4,000 for a couple,” he said, referring to relief 
checks. Tapping into his nationalist “America First” 
brand, Trump also castigated measures added onto 
the bill during complex negotiations that would pro-
vide funding for projects benefiting US partners 
abroad and other non-COVID related items like the 
environment. “It really is a disgrace,” he said. “I’m 
also asking Congress to immediately get rid of the 

wasteful and unnecessary items from this legislation, 
and just send me a suitable bill.” 

Trump has not yet received the bill and he did not 
explicitly say he would not sign. If he actually vetoed 
the package, Congress would almost certainly 
quickly override that, given the bipartisan support. 
In what is widely expected to be only a portion of a 
slew of presidential pardons and commutations 
issued in the dying days of the administration, the 
White House also announced late Tuesday that 20 
people had been selected. 

They included two convicted in special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s Russia probe into Trump campaign 
ties to Moscow and four men convicted in connec-
tion with the mass killing of at least 14 Iraqi civilians. 
The COVID package is wrapped into a $2.3 trillion, 
almost 5,600-page “coronabus” bill that includes a 
so-called omnibus bill to fund the government for 
the coming year. — AFP

Trump rejects  
COVID bill...

Defense Minister 
meets top Kuwait 
army officials 
 
KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Defense 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah 
chaired a meeting with senior ministry and high 
ranking military officials at the Defense Ministry’s 

headquarters yesterday. Sheikh Hamad said that 
achieving reform and performance improvement 
requires the consolidated efforts of various depart-
ments at the ministry. He said this can be achieved 
by giving priority to responsibility and public inter-
est, while instilling principles of justice and equality 
at all times. Army Chief of Staff Lt Gen Staff Khaled 
Saleh Al-Sabah, Deputy Chief of Staff Lt Gen Staff 
Fahad Abdulrahman Al-Nasser, Acting 
Undersecretary of the Defense Ministry Sheikh 
Fahad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, and other high ranking 
officials were in attendance.

KUWAIT: Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah chairs a meeting with senior min-
istry and high ranking military officials. — Defense Ministry photo 


