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PARIS: Neymar’s brace helped Paris Saint-
Germain to a vital 3-1 win over Manchester
United on Wednesday that took the French club
to within touching distance of the Champions
League last 16, while Borussia Dortmund se-
cured their qualification for the next round and
Olivier Giroud scored all four goals in Chelsea’s
4-0 thumping of Sevilla.

PSG could have been on the brink of elimi-
nation from Group H with a defeat at Old Traf-
ford but Neymar put last season’s runners-up
ahead in the sixth minute and the world’s most
expensive player sealed their victory in stop-
page time. In between, Marcus Rashford’s shot
went in off Danilo Pereira to bring United level
in the first half, and Edinson Cavani hit the bar
against his former club.

Marquinhos prodded the French champions
back in front midway through the second half
and the game appeared up for Ole Gunnar Sol-
skjaer’s side when Fred was sent off for a second
yellow, having been fortunate to escape a red
card early on.

Neymar’s late clincher could prove crucial as
it gives PSG the head-to-head advantage fol-
lowing United’s 2-1 win in Paris in October. “We
had some big chances, big moments and that’s
the difference when you get to the big games,”
said Solskjaer.

There is a three-way tie on nine points at the
top of the group with RB Leipzig right in con-
tention after Norwegian striker Alexander Sor-
loth scored in injury time to give them a 4-3
victory at Istanbul Basaksehir. Irfan Can
Kahveci’s superb hat-trick looked to have res-
cued a draw for Basaksehir as they came back
from 3-1 down to draw level. Yussuf Poulsen,
Nordi Mukiele and Dani Olmo also scored for
Leipzig.

It all means PSG now need only draw at
home to Basaksehir next week to qualify. “We

have almost qualified, which means we have not
qualified yet. That is the reality. Being almost
pregnant does not mean you are pregnant,” said
PSG coach Thomas Tuchel. United also only re-
quire a point when they visit Leipzig, but will be
out if they lose, while the Germans would in that
case go through.

Dortmund secured their progress after a 1-1
draw at home to Lazio in Group F, despite losing
Erling Braut Haaland to a leg injury. Raphael
Guerreiro put the Germans in front but Ciro Im-
mobile’s penalty against his old side brought
Lazio level. Lazio will join Dortmund in the next
round if they avoid defeat against Club Brugge
next week.

The Belgians are two points back and still in
contention after beating Zenit Saint-Petersburg
3-0, with teenage Belgian international Charles
De Ketelaere putting them ahead, Hans Vanaken
adding a penalty and Noa Lang also scoring.

‘Amazing’ Giroud
The performance of the evening came from

Giroud, as the France striker scored all four
goals in Chelsea’s 4-0 win away to Sevilla. On
just his second start this season, Giroud pro-
duced two lovely finishes before heading in to
make it 3-0 and then winning and converting a
late penalty.

The 34-year-old is the oldest player to score
a hat-trick in the competition since Hungarian
great Ferenc Puskas in 1965 for Real Madrid
against Feyenoord. Both teams were already
through but the win allowed Chelsea to secure
top spot in Group E.

“Amazing solo performance from Olivier. De-
lighted with him, delighted with the team,”
Chelsea manager Frank Lampard, the last
Chelsea player to score four goals in a game in
2010, told BT Sport. In the same group, Marcus
Berg’s goal gave Krasnodar a 1-0 win over

Rennes, meaning the Russians will play in the
Europa League in the new year.

Frappart makes history
History was made in Turin as France’s

Stephanie Frappart became the first woman to
referee a men’s Champions League game when
Juventus beat Dynamo Kiev 3-0. The game was
also notable for Cristiano Ronaldo scoring his
750th career goal, his record-extending 132nd

in the Champions League.
Federico Chiesa and Alvaro Morata also

scored for Juve, who had already qualified from
Group G before the game, along with Barcelona.
The Catalans kept up their perfect record and
stayed on course to win the group by beating
Ferencvaros 3-0 in Budapest without the rested
Lionel Messi. Antoine Griezmann and Martin
Braithwaite netted before Ousmane Dembele
converted a penalty. — AFP

PSG puts Man Utd to the sword as
Dortmund advance, Giroud scores four

TURIN: French referee Stephanie Frappart gives a yellow card to Dynamo Kiev’s Ukrainian midfielder Nicholas Shaparenko (C)
during the UEFA Champions League Group G football match Juventus vs Dynamo Kiev on December 2, 2020 at the Juventus
stadium in Turin. — AFP

Frappart makes history as first woman to referee men’s CL game

Neymar keen for
Messi reunion
MANCHESTER: Neymar dropped a bombshell on Wednesday
as he followed up scoring twice for Paris Saint-Germain in their
3-1 Champions League win over Manchester United by revealing
his desire to reunite with Lionel Messi next season. The Brazilian
enjoyed four successful seasons alongside the six-time Ballon
d’Or winner at Barcelona before making a world record 222 mil-
lion euro ($264m) move to the French capital in 2017. “It’s what I
most want, to enjoy being with him on the field again,” Neymar,
whose contract at PSG runs until 2022, told ESPN. “I want to play
with him for sure, next year we have to do it.”

Neymar was heavily linked with a return to Barcelona in 2019,
but the Catalan giants were unable to fund an acceptable offer
for PSG. Barca have had to agree salary cuts worth 122 million
euros in players’ salaries this season to help offset the financial

hole left by the coronavirus pandemic and are highly unlikely to
be in a position to bring Neymar back next year.

Instead, it is Messi who could be on the move as the Argentine
is out of contract at the end of the season and publicly expressed
his desire to leave in August. Then Barca president Josep Maria
Bartomeu would not free Messi from the final year of his deal at
the Camp Nou, but Bartomeu has since resigned with new pres-
idential elections scheduled for January 24.

Manchester City were the favourites to land Messi’s signature
earlier this year, but PSG could be an alternative for a player who
will turn 34 at the end of this season. “He can play in my position,
there is no problem,” Neymar joked. “Take me out.”

Neymar’s partnership with Kylian Mbappe is yet to deliver
PSG’s first ever Champions League title, but the French champions
should have another shot in this season’s knockout stages after a
vital victory in Manchester.

Thomas Tuchel’s men are now level on points with United and
RB Leipzig with one game in Group H to come. But PSG are in
the driving seat as they host already-eliminated Istanbul Basak-
sehir next week, while United travel to Germany needing a point
to reach the last 16. — AFP 

MANCHESTER: Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar reacts during
the UEFA Champions League group H football match between Manchester
United and Paris Saint Germain at Old Trafford in Manchester, north west Eng-
land, on December 2, 2020. — AFP


