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LOS ANGELES: The Houston Rockets agreed
to send disgruntled point guard Russell West-
brook to the Washington Wizards for former
first round draft pick John Wall, the Wizards an-
nounced on Wednesday. The Wizards also re-
ceived a first round draft pick in the
blockbuster deal which reunites Westbrook
with former Oklahoma City Thunder coach
Scott Brooks.

The trade ends a single season in Houston
for the 32-year-old Westbrook, who spent the
previous 11 years with the Thunder. After the
underachieving Rockets were eliminated in
this season’s playoffs by the Los Angeles Lak-
ers, head coach Mike D’Antoni decided to
leave the team. Westbrook and James Harden
then reportedly told the Rockets they wanted
to be traded.

“Russell’s accomplishments and honors on
the court speak for themselves, but his drive
and will to win are what separate him as a truly
unique player,” Brooks said. “As much as I’m
looking forward to reuniting with him, I’m
equally sad to say goodbye to John. He is one
of the toughest and most gifted players I’ve
ever been around and we all wish him nothing
but the best moving forward.”

Wall was originally the first overall pick by
Washington in the 2010 entry draft. In 573 ca-
reer games for the Wizards, he averaged 19.0
points, 9.2 assists, 4.3 rebounds, and 1.70 steals.
Wall joins Magic Johnson and Oscar Robertson
as the only players in NBA history with career
averages of at least 19.0 points per game, 9.0

assists per game, and 4.0 rebounds per game.
Over the past six seasons, Wall is the only player
in the league to have averaged at least 20.0 ppg
and 10.0 apg. The five-time all-star ranks sixth
in NBA history in assists per game and is sec-
ond to Chris Paul among active players. 

Westbrook has career averages of 23.2
points, 8.3 assists and 7.1 rebounds in 878
games (861 starts). He has 146 career triple-
doubles, which ranks second all-time behind
Hall of Famer Robertson’s 181. Westbrook is
slated to make $41.4
million in 2020-21.

“Having the oppor-
tunity to acquire a
player of Russell’s cal-
iber and character was
something that we could
not pass up when look-
ing at both the immedi-
ate and long-term
future of our team,”
Wizards general man-
ager Tommy Sheppard said. 

“With that said, the decision to part ways
with John, one of the greatest players in fran-
chise history, was extremely difficult. What he
has meant to our organization and our commu-
nity is immeasurable and will not be forgotten.”

Lakers vs Clippers
The NBA season will tip off Christmas

week with two games on opening night, high-
lighted by the Los Angeles Lakers champi-

onship ring ceremony, the league announced
on Wednesday. The Lakers will battle the Los
Angeles Clippers on December 22 to open the
season just 10 weeks after they beat the Miami
Heat in six games to win in their 17th NBA
championship.

The league decided to hold off on announc-
ing its full schedule and is doing it in a piece-
meal fashion instead. Three days of the
schedule came out Wednesday and another
batch will be revealed on Friday.

The other opening
night game features the
Golden State Warriors
visiting Kevin Durant’s
Brooklyn Nets at Bar-
clays Center arena. Du-
rant hasn’t played since
June 2019, when he rup-
tured his Achilles ten-
don. Weeks later, Durant
signed as a free agent
with Brooklyn, ending a

three-year stint with the Warriors in which he
won two finals MVPs and a pair of NBA titles.
The league also confirmed earlier reports of a
five game slate for Christmas Day also involving
the Lakers, Nets and Warriors.

LeBron James and the Lakers host Luka
Doncic and the Dallas Mavericks and the Clip-
pers visit Denver to face the Nuggets. Zion
Williamson and the New Orleans Pelicans visit
the Miami Heat, the Warriors are at the  Milwau-
kee Bucks and the Boston Celtics host the Nets. 

Positive tests 
The NBA also announced Wednesday that

48 players have tested positive for the coro-
navirus, a dramatic increase over the zero
positive tests reported during last season’s
quarantine bubble in Florida. The league said
the positive tests are the result of 546 tests
carried out between November 24-30 as the
NBA gets set to begin preseason games in
nine days. 

The zero positive tests were from the begin-
ning of last season’s quarantine bubble to the
end of the season in mid-October. One team, the
Golden State Warriors, has already delayed the
beginning of their individual workouts by a day
this week because of players testing positive.

This was the initial round of tests for players
as they returned to their teams ahead of the
start of individual workouts on Tuesday. The
NBA says it will be testing all of its players
daily throughout the season.

The infection rate number is also higher
than the 46 players that tested positive for
Covid-19 in the weeks ahead of the start of the
pandemic-disrupted season. The new results
show the league has a positivity rate of 8.8
percent, which is high.

Under the league’s tough new COVID-19
protocols, a players who tests positive has to
refrain from workouts for at least 10 days and
more if he is showing symptoms. The NBA’s
first preseason games are December 11 with
the regular season scheduled to begin less than
two weeks later.  —AFP
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Union’s Kruse in
spotlight for
Berlin derby 
BERLIN: Hertha Berlin host capital-city rivals Union Berlin behind closed doors
at the Olympic Stadium in today’s derby, with former Germany striker Max
Kruse in stunning form for the visitors, who are on an eight-match unbeaten
run. This will be the third Bundesliga clash between the clubs since Union’s
promotion in 2018/19 and the second behind closed doors due to the coron-
avirus pandemic. East Berlin-based Union won a fiery confrontation at home
last season with a 90th-minute penalty in November 2019, only for Hertha, who
play in the west, to exact revenge with a 4-0 thumping in May. To make their
presence felt, Hertha had tens of thousands of flags in the club’s blue and white
colors planted across Berlin on Monday.

“We’re playing a derby without fans, we wanted to create a little derby at-
mosphere, a little derby fever,” a Hertha spokesman said on Wednesday. Rival
fans were soon posting pictures either posing proudly with their flag or dump-
ing them in the nearest bin — depending on their loyalties.

However, the PR stunt happened without the necessary permit, putting
Hertha offside with city authorities, who threatened to fine the club. Union’s
unbeaten run has taken them to sixth in the table, six points behind leaders
Bayern Munich, who they host the following weekend. In contrast, Hertha are
13th and yet to win a home game this season, having been thrashed 5-2 by

Borussia Dortmund a fortnight ago with Erling Braut Haaland scoring four goals.
Union took a gamble this season by signing the ageing Kruse, 32, a renowned
card player who has competed in the World Series of poker, but the transfer
has paid dividends.  He made the last of his 14 appearances for Germany five
years ago, yet Kruse has banged in five goals and made four assists in his last
four games. He came to the rescue last Saturday by scoring twice, including a
late equalizer to salvage a point in a 3-3 home draw with Eintracht Frankfurt.
“Hopefully Max will be important in the derby,” said Union coach Urs Fischer.
“He’s a great guy and he’s shown that he knows when he has to work hard. I’m
happy. He’s there for the team and it’s gone exactly as I expected.” —AFP
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ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Aston Villa v Newcastle United 09:00

beIN Sports 

SPANISH LEAGUE

Athletic de Bilbao v Celta de Vigo 23:00

beIN Sports HD 3

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA

Hertha Berlin v FC Union Berlin 22:30

beIN Sports

FRENCH LEAGUE

Nimes Olympique v Olympique Marseille 23:00

beIN Sports HD 6

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

BERLIN: Union Berlin’s German forward Max Kruse celebrates scoring during the
German first division Bundesliga football match 1 FC Union Berlin vs Eintracht
Frankfurt in Berlin, on November 28, 2020. —AFP


