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Bird watchers use binoculars and cameras to see a Great Horned Owl at The Ramble in Central Park
during a tour offer by Robert DeCandido also known as “Birding Bob” in New York . — AFP photos

Robert DeCandido also known as “Birding Bob” leads a group of bird watchers during a tour in Central
Park.

“So people are doing things outside.
That’s good. And these walks are only $10 so
that’s a really good deal... try to find some-
thing for $10 or less in New York City, you
know it’s impossible!” The recent arrival in
Central Park of the barred owl that meanders
from one side to another-or perhaps there are
two of the species, one of the city’s current
mysteries-along with a great horned owl have
triggered curiosity and filled DeCandido’s
tours with New Yorkers who have trouble
spotting the birds themselves. The Ramble is
the park’s best birding locale; it was also
there that Amy Cooper, a white woman walk-
ing her dog off-leash, wrongfully called the
police on a Black man who was bird-watch-
ing and requested she restrain her dog. The
incident-which happened the same day in
May that George Floyd was killed by police in
Minneapolis-triggered outrage and resulted
in charges against Cooper for filing a false
police report.

Democratization of birding 
Tarini Goyal, who moved to New York a

few months ago, said her new hobby helps
her handle the stress of the pandemic and
has also helped her socialize as the city
experiences a resurgence of the virus. “It’s
helped me feel like I’m more connected to
the community and to nature,” the 28-year-
old doctor said, offering nuts from the palm
of her hand to a black-hooded chickadee
and tufted titmouses. David Barrett, who
founded the Twitter account “Manhattan
Bird Alert”-which soared to local celebrity
status for its tracking of the exotic man-
darin duck, a non-native bird whose pres-
ence fascinated New Yorkers two years
ago-said his handle has grown “tremen-
dously” since the pandemic’s onset, now
boasting some 30,000 followers.  “Birding
is an activity you can do on your own. You
can do it in parks where you can maintain
distance from people,” said the 56-year-
old mathematician and investor, who says
he’s spotted 282 species in his life, the
second most in the specialist e-Bird data-
base. “It’s a great thing to do during these
times.” Bird watchers feed Tufted Titmouse birds.

A bird watcher holds a Tufted Titmouse bird. Robert DeCandido also known as “Birding Bob” is attacked by a
Red-Bellied Woodpecker as he leads a group of bird watchers.

A Barred Owl stands on a branch.


