
WASHINGTON: President-elect Joe Biden has
signaled he will return the United States to a nu-
clear accord with Iran before quickly launching
talks on other concerns, reviving diplomacy to
ease soaring tensions.

In his most substantive remarks on Iran
since his victory, Biden told The New York
Times that he still backed the 2015 deal nego-
tiated under Barack Obama from which de-
feated president Donald Trump withdrew.
Biden told the newspaper’s columnist Thomas
Friedman that “it’s going to be hard” but that if
Iran returned to compliance, the United States
would rejoin the agreement.

The top US priority should be to prevent an
Iranian nuclear weapon, Biden said, explaining,
“The last goddamn thing we need in that part of
the world is a buildup of nuclear capability.”

After re-entering the agreement, “in consul-
tation with our allies and partners, we’re going
to engage in negotiations and follow-on agree-
ments to tighten and lengthen Iran’s nuclear con-
straints, as well as address the missile program.”
Biden also seeks to address US concerns about
Iran’s support to militants in Iraq, Yemen and
Lebanon and to the Syrian regime.

A return to the agreement, known formally
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), would delight US allies in Europe
which note that Iran was in compliance until

Trump pulled out.
Friedman wrote that Biden also wanted to

bring into discussions Iran’s US-allied Arab
neighbors such as Saudi Arabia that have been
critical of US engagement with their neighbor.
Staunchly opposed to the agreement is Israel,
which was widely suspected in the assassination
Friday on the outskirts of Tehran of Iran’s leading
nuclear scientist, Mohsen Fakhrizadeh.

Sanctions as leverage? 
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad

Zarif last month said that his country would im-
mediately return to its JCPOA commitments if
Biden removes crippling sanctions imposed by
Trump. Analysts widely expect Biden to use the
sanctions, which include US attempts to stop all
of Iran’s oil exports, as leverage, at least initially.

“No one that I can think of in Iran thinks
Biden is going to be a pushover,” said Alex
Vatanka, director of the Iran program at the
Washington-based Middle East Institute.
“They’re expecting him to come in and try to
milk the situation as much as he can. But he’s
more realistic and, more important, he’s someone
who hasn’t called them names, so you don’t lose
face by talking to him,” he said.

Ironically, Vatanka said, Iran may have se-
cured a more favorable deal with Trump, who
was famously eager to showcase diplomatic

victories but was toxic by seeking to “humili-
ate” Iran.

Outgoing Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
had insisted that the 2015 deal was dangerously
narrow and demanded that Iran stop missile ac-
tivity and regional proxies-conditions that went

unmet and were seen by many as code for seek-
ing to topple the regime, an arch-nemesis of
Washington since the 1979 Islamic Revolution.
Vatanka said that Biden, like Obama, “loses sleep
not over what Iran is doing in Syria but over
Iran’s nuclear program.”— AFP
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Reviving diplomacy, Biden seeks
Iran talks after rejoining deal

Biden still backs 2015 deal negotiated under Obama 

WILMINGTON: US President-elect Joe Biden waves as he arrives for a virtual roundtable with workers and
small business owners at The Queen Theatre in Wilmington, Delaware. — AFP

World food prices jump
to six-year high, says UN
ROME: Global food commodity prices rose sharply in Novem-
ber to their highest level in nearly six years, the UN food agency
said yesterday, due in part to adverse weather conditions. The
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said prices of the most
globally traded foodstuffs were up across the board, putting
extra pressure in particular on 45 countries that need outside
help feeding their populations.

The FAO Food Price Index averaged 105 points during the
month, up 3.9 percent from October and 6.5 percent from a year
earlier. “The monthly increase was the sharpest since July 2012,
putting the index at its highest level since December 2014,” the
Rome-based agency said.

The biggest rise was in the vegetable oil price index, which
jumped 14.5 percent because of low palm oil stocks.

The cereal price index rose 2.5 percent from October — mak-
ing it nearly 20 percent higher than a year ago. Wheat export
prices were also up, because of reduced harvest prospects in Ar-
gentina, as were maize prices, with lower output expectations in
the US and Ukraine and large purchases by China, the FAO said.

The sugar price index was up 3.3 percent month-on-month
amid “growing expectations of a global production shortfall” as
bad weather sparked weaker crop prospects in the EU, Russia
and Thailand.  Dairy prices also rose 0.9 percent to near an 18-
month high, in part because of a boom in sales in Europe. Meat
prices were up 0.9 percent from October, but significantly down
on a year ago, the report said. — AFP

Indian action hero 
Rajinikanth enters 
political fray
CHENNAI: Indian film superstar Rajinikanth yesterday became
the latest in a long line of big-name actors to enter politics, vowing
to bring in “corruption-free” government to his home state.

The action hero, one of Asia’s best-paid actors, said on Twitter
that with “huge support from people” he would be launching a
political party in January that is expected to contest elections
scheduled in Tamil Nadu state next year.  The 69-year-old former
bus conductor said the public wanted “honest, transparent, cor-
ruption-free, caste-less, secular and spiritual politics” in the state.

“Wonderful and amazing things will happen!” he added with-
out stating explicitly that he would stand himself. The actor enjoys
a cult-like following across India where he is called “The Super-
star” or “Thalaivar” (leader).

Every new film sends Tamil Nadu into a frenzy, with fans get-
ting haircuts like his most recent character or having his face
tattooed on their bodies. Rajnikanth, who worked on buses in
the southern city of Bangalore before moving into acting in
1973, proved his political muscle in 1996 when he called on fans
to oppose the Tamil Nadu government, which was then voted
out of power.

Rajinikanth said in 2017 that he wanted to enter politics to
bring “change in Tamil Nadu”. His fans set off fireworks in cele-
bration but have been waiting since for the formal moves.

He launched his own movement, Rajini Makkal Mandram

(RMM), which has since been putting in place the political launch-
pad for the film hero. He has carried on making films and had
health scares which led some to believe that he would give up his
political ambitions. Rajinikanth is following a well-worn path from
the cinema into Indian politics. Hindi star Sunny Deol is a member
of parliament and another Tamil star, Kamal Haasan, formed his
own party in 2018 but failed to win a seat in a national election
last year. Jaya Bachchan, the actor wife of Bollywood’s best-
known star Amitabh Bachchan, has served four terms as a member
of the Rjya Sabha upper house.  

Comedy actor Govinda was a member of parliament from 2004
to 2009 and actress Rekha was a member of the Rajya Sabha par-
liament but stood down in 2018 following criticism of her atten-
dance record. — AFP
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