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PARIS:  France yesterday mourned its former pres-
ident Valery Giscard d’Estaing after he died from
COVID-19 aged 94, with tributes hailing him as an
ambitious social reformer and great European
statesman. Giscard, who had been in hospital sev-
eral times in the last months for heart problems, died
surrounded by his family Wednesday at the family
estate in the Loire region, his family said in a state-
ment.  He ruled France for a single seven-year term
from 1974-1981, during which the country made
great strides in nuclear power, high-speed train
travel and legalized abortion.

He ensured that Paris was at the heart of Europe
in a post-war partnership with Germany and also
played a key role in what would become the G7
group of major world powers. In contrast to his pred-
ecessors Georges Pompidou and Charles de Gaulle,
he was an accessible and media-savvy modern
politician who enjoyed meeting voters. But he also
never shook off a sometimes haughty demeanor that
belied his aristocratic background. His ambitions to
carve out a deep place in history were derailed in
1981 when he lost a tightly-contested election to his
Socialist rival Francois Mitterrand, who would rule
France for the next one-and-a-half decades.

‘Guides our way’ 
“His seven-year mandate transformed France,”

President Emmanuel Macron said in a statement.
“The direction he set for France still guides our way...

his death has plunged the French nation into mourn-
ing,” Macron said.

Macron will address the nation to pay tribute to
Giscard at 1900 GMT, the Elysee said.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel mourned the
loss of a “great European”. Giscard launched a rad-
ical reform drive which included legalizing abortion,
making it easier for couples to divorce and lowering
the voting age to 18.

In Europe, Giscard helped drive moves towards
a monetary union, in close cooperation with then
German chancellor Helmut Schmidt, launching the
system that was a precursor to the euro.

The europhile president was born in the Ger-
man city of Koblenz while it was under French oc-
cupation in the aftermath of World War I. It was at
his initiative that leaders of the world’s richest
countries first met in 1975, an event that evolved
into the annual summits of the Group of Seven
(G7) club.

Some commentators have compared Macron to
the center-right Giscard, who until the incumbent
president arrived at the Elysee aged just 39 in 2017
was modern France’s youngest head of state having
won office aged 48. French Prime Minister Jean
Castex hailed a “man of progress” whose social re-
forms remained “deeply relevant” for young people
and women.

He “succeeded in modernizing political life in
France,” added former president Nicolas Sarkozy.

Not always understood
Tall and slender, with an elegant, aristocratic man-

ner, he studied at France’s elite Ecole Polytechnique
and Ecole Nationale d’Administration. Aged just 18,
he joined the French Resistance and took part in the
World War II liberation of Paris from its Nazi occu-
piers in 1944. He then served for eight months in Ger-
many and Austria in the run-up to the capitulation of

the Third Reich. He launched his political career in
1959, becoming finance minister in 1969. With a more
relaxed presidential style than his predecessors,
“VGE” was sometimes seen in public playing foot-
ball, or the accordion.  Giscard involved his family in
his political appearances, had the blue and red of
France’s “tricolore” flag toned down, and the Mar-
seillaise national anthem slowed. —AFP

France mourns former president
Giscard as reformer, European

Veteran statesman dies of COVID at the age of 94

In this file photo taken on November 23, 2015, former French president Valery Giscard d’Estaing poses for
photographers during the state funeral of late former West German chancellor Helmut Schmidt outside of the
Sankt Michaelis church, in Hamburg. —AFP

US Jewish doctor tweets 
on treating COVID 
patient with Nazi tattoos
LOS ANGELES: A Jewish doctor work-
ing with coronavirus patients in Califor-
nia shared his shock about the moment
he saw neo-Nazi tattoos on the body of
a severely ill man he was treating. As his
team - which included a Black nurse and
a respiratory specialist of Asian de-
scent-prepared the man to be intubated
Taylor Nichols said on Twitter he spot-
ted the Nazi tattoos.

“The swastika stood out boldly on
his chest. SS tattoos and other insignia
that had previously been covered by his
shirt were now obvious to the room,” he tweeted Monday. “We all
saw. The symbols of hate on his body outwardly and proudly an-
nounced his views. We all knew what he thought of us. How he val-
ued our lives,” said Nichols, who was later interviewed about his
experience by various media outlets. Nichols talked about the con-
flicting emotions he felt, after months of battling the disease and
seeing patients die, while living in isolation to avoid contaminating
loved ones, constantly in fear of falling ill himself. —AFP

How the world has sped 
up vaccine approvals
PARIS: Britain has become the first Western country to approve a
Covid-19 vaccine for general use, giving the green light to the
Pfizer/BioNTech drug. As authorities in the US and Europe probe
other candidates, here is how countries have sped up their approval
procedures to face up to the pandemic.

Britain: ‘Rolling reviews’ 
Britain was able to approve the Pfizer vaccine after the inde-

pendent Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency
(MHRA) gave its all-clear. The MHRA used a “rolling review”
process from June to assess the vaccine in record time. Teams of
scientists had worked “around the clock” on different aspects of
the safety assessment, often tackling several topics in parallel,
MHRA chief June Raine said.

Health Secretary Matt Hancock and others claimed that Britain’s
departure from the EU had allowed it to approve the vaccine faster
than its continental neighbors. “Unlike the EMA (European Medicines
Agency), they can ask questions as they go and obtain responses
faster as a single agency,” said Penny Ward, professor in pharmaceu-
tical medicine at King’s College London.

Raine insisted that “no corners whatsoever have been cut” in the
vaccine approval process.

Jonathan Van-Tam, deputy chief medical officer for England, told
the BBC on Thursday that “I actually don’t expect other regulators...
to be very far behind with this vaccine,” saying approvals elsewhere
were likely “a matter of days”. 

EU: Accelerated procedures 
The Amsterdam-based EMA, which regulates medicines across

the 27 EU countries, has also turned to a “rolling review” process for
safety and effectiveness data from Covid-19 vaccine developers. All
three of the most advanced candidates-Pfizer/BioNTech, Moderna
and Oxford/Astrazeneca-have been subject to the scheme for several
weeks already. According to the EMA, the accelerated procedures
are granted for medicines “that fulfil an unmet medical need on the
basis of less complete data than normally required.”

The normal pipeline for vaccines would see all the data collected
and submitted at the very start of the authorization process.

An EMA decision on Pfizer/BioNTech’s vaccine is expected “by
December 29 at the latest”, while a ruling on Moderna’s version
should follow by January 12. It is up to the European Commission in
Brussels to issue the final green light.

US: Advisory committee
Both Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna have requested emergency

use authorization (EUA) for their Covid-19 vaccines from the US
Food and Drug Administration (FDA). But the American process is
slower than the British one and involves a public consultation.

The FDA carries out its own analysis of the vaccine and calls on
an independent advisory committee. “The FDA process is a com-
pletely transparent process with independent experts commenting
and asking questions and recommending or advising the agency,”
Moncef Slaoui, scientific advisor to Washington’s Operation Warp
Speed (OWS) program, said Wednesday. The advisory committee is
scheduled for a December 10 meeting on the Pfizer/BioNTech vac-
cine and for Moderna on December 17. FDA decisions on the two
drugs should follow those meetings. If the agency approves them, the
vaccines could be available in the US-the world’s hardest-hit country
with more than 270,000 deaths-in December. —AFP
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