
BAKU: Azerbaijan said yesterday that nearly 2,800
of its soldiers were killed in recent fighting over
Nagorno-Karabakh, the first details it has released
of military losses in weeks of clashes with Armenian
forces. The defense ministry in Baku said in a state-
ment that “2,783 servicemen of the Azerbaijani
armed forces were killed in the patriotic war,” adding
that the identity of 103 troops is yet to be established
though DNA analysis. One hundred more Azerbaijani
soldiers are missing, the statement said.

Azerbaijani soldiers “showed courage and hero-
ism in the Great Patriotic War and inflicted crushing
blows on the Armenian armed forces,” it said. Yere-
van had earlier announced that 2,317 Armenian
troops died during the conflict, which also claimed
the lives of at least 93 Azerbaijani and 50 Armenian
civilians.

Up to 90,000 people-some 60 percent of the
population-fled the disputed Karabakh region dur-
ing the fighting. Fresh clashes erupted between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan in late September, rekindling
the Caucasus neighbors’ decades-long conflict over
the ethnic Armenian enclave of Azerbaijan.

Fierce fighting persisted for six weeks despite ef-
forts by France, Russia and the United States to bro-
ker ceasefires, before Armenia and Azerbaijan signed
a Moscow-brokered peace deal on November 9.

The agreement was signed after Baku’s army
overwhelmed separatist forces and threatened to ad-
vance on Karabakh’s main city Stepanakert. It has
sparked celebrations in Azerbaijan and fury in Arme-
nia, where Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan is facing
mounting criticism for agreeing on the deal.

Under the agreement-which leaves Karabakh’s

future political status in limbo-Armenia lost control
of parts of the enclave as well as seven adjacent dis-
tricts that it seized during the 1990s war.

Yerevan has thus lost territories it had hoped to
use as a bargaining chip to pressure Baku towards
the recognition of Karabakh’s independence. Nearly
2,000 Russian peacekeepers have deployed be-
tween the two sides and along the Lachin corridor, a
60-kilometre (35-mile) route through the district that
connects Stepanakert to Armenia. Karabakh broke
away from Baku in a war in the early 1990s that left
some 30,000 people dead and displaced tens of
thousands of Azerbaijanis.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan will
visit staunch ally Azerbaijan on December 9 and 10,
his office said yesterday, following a truce that ended
fighting over the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh re-
gion. The planned visit is the first by a foreign head
of state to Baku since the ceasefire last month, which
ended six weeks of heavy fighting and saw ethnic Ar-
menians agree to withdraw from large parts of the
contested region of Azerbaijan.

Turkey is a regional ally of Azerbaijan and has fer-
vently defended its right to reclaim the Nagorno-
Karabakh lands that Baku lost to ethnic Armenian
separatists in a 1988-94 war.—AFP
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BAKU: An Azerbaijani soldier stands guard at a checkpoint on a road entering Fizuli from Hadrut on Wednesday a
day after Baku’s army entered the final district given up by Armenia under a peace deal that ended weeks of fighting
over the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh region. — AFP

NEW YORK: They can move to front of the line
for a COVID-19 vaccine if they want, but some US
health care workers are skeptical about taking a
vaccine that was developed in record time-even as
the pandemic rages on. Some want more time, de-
spite assurances from experts that they trust the
vaccine vetting process carried out by the US Food
and Drug Administration. “I think I would take the
vaccine later on, but right now I am a little leery of
it,” nurse Yolanda Dodson, 55, told AFP. Dodson
works at the Montefiore Hospital in New York City
and spent the spring in the heart of the deadly fight
against the virus. 

Vaccine studies so far “look promising but I
don’t think there is enough data yet,” Dodson said.

“We have to be grateful to those who are willing
to subject themselves to take that risk” to partici-
pate in the studies, she said. “It is a very personal
decision.” Diana Torres is a nurse at a Manhattan
hospital who saw several of her co-workers die of
the novel coronavirus this spring.

She is particularly suspicious of vaccines rushed

for approval under the Trump administration, which
she says has handled the entire pandemic like
“some sort of joke.”  “This is a vaccine that was de-
veloped in less than a year and approved under the
same administration and government agencies that
allowed the virus to spread like a wildfire,” Torres
said. “They didn’t have enough time and people to
study the vaccine,” she said.

“This time around I will pass and watch how it
unfolds.” Data from clinical trials have shown that
two vaccines-one developed by Pfizer and BioN-
tech, the other by Moderna and the US National
Institutes of Health-are about 95 percent effective.

Normally the FDA requires six months of fol-
low up, but if no adverse reactions appear in the
first two months, it is rare to see anything in the
next four-and the raging pandemic has altered
the risk-benefit calculations. There were 44,000
volunteers in the Pfizer trial, and 30,000 in Mod-
erna’s, and the data was firewalled from the com-
panies and analyzed by experts free from political
pressure.—AFP

Greece’s skeptical 
Church faces hard 
coronavirus reality
ATHENS: Many Greek clerics have treated lock-
down restrictions with skepticism or even hostility.
But when several prominent members-including its
leader-fell ill with the virus, the powerful Orthodox
Church had to face reality. At least five senior clerics
have been hit with the virus in the past month, one of
whom died. Among them was Archbishop Ieronymos,
the 82-year-old head of the Orthodox Church of
Greece, who had to be hospitalized for nearly two
weeks. “I was scared and in pain, as other people
were,” the archbishop said after being discharged on
November 30.

There was even an outbreak on Mount Athos, the
reclusive monastic community in northern Greece.

“At first, (the Church) failed to realize the scope
of the problem,” Chrysostomos Stamoulis, professor
of dogmatic theology at Thessaloniki’s Aristotle Uni-
versity, said. “In several cases, arrogance prevailed,
with many (clerics) thinking themselves invulnerable.” 

Days after the latest lockdown was announced,
the association of Greek priests complained that the
measures were “excessive” and “stymied religious
freedom”. Ieronymos, a moderate by nature, has
urged his flock to “reverentially follow the rules and
measures of the competent health authorities”.  In
general, however, the clergy’s response to the pan-
demic has been “problematic to say the least”, said
Alexandros Sakellariou, adjunct lecturer on religion
at the Hellenic Open University. “One could argue
that as Orthodox priests... they hope to meet their
maker,” he said.

Holy water as ‘medicine’ 
Between May and October, especially in rural

areas, priests would go as far as mocking people
coming to church wearing a mask, Sakellariou said.
Church leaders conspicuously went maskless while
officiating at important national events, including the
investiture of new ministers in August and a top reli-
gious celebration in Thessaloniki in October. And one
retired bishop who recovered from the virus even
said his “regular medicine” had been holy water.

The conservative government of Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis faced criticism during the first
lockdown in the spring when he shut down busi-
nesses and schools while allowing churches to self-
regulate. The ruling New Democracy party has close
ties to the Orthodox Church and the government was
mindful of the political cost of antagonizing the
clergy, said Sakellariou. Even so, he said, “the Church
created obstacles rather than facilitate the state”,
which also pays their salaries. “No other religious
community (in Greece) expressed such objec-
tions.”—AFP
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Erdogan plans Dec 9-10 visit to ally Azerbaijan after Karabakh truce

NEW YORK: Medical workers deliver a patient to the Mai-
monides Medical Center in Brooklyn on Wednesday in
New York City. — AFP


