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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Interior issued a notice to electronic
media in Kuwait forbidding all interviews and reports of candidates
for the upcoming parliamentary polls on the day of the election,
Saturday, December 5 or the day before that, Friday.

The ‘Elections Silence’ memo requires the implementation of
election silence on the “publication, republication or publishing
of any interviews or programs of 2020 National Assembly can-
didates on the day of the election or the day that proceeds it.”
The memo, sent to all media in Kuwait on Thursday, was signed
by Lafi Al-Subaie, Director of Electronic Publications.  Tomorrow,
395 candidates, including 33 women, will stand for election in the
nation’s parliamentary polls. A total of 567,694 registered voters,
according to Al-Jarida newspaper, are eligible to vote. 

Meanwhile, the court of cassation yesterday issued a ruling al-
lowing 13 candidates to run in Saturday’s general polls as candi-

dates stepped up campaigning to lure voters. With less than two
days left for the polls, the top court, whose rulings are final, con-
firmed the court of appeals’ verdict that the candidates are allowed
to contest the polls. An interior ministry commission last month
disqualified 34 candidates for political and financial reasons. 

Candidates have stepped up their campaigns, mostly through
social media and television interviews, but some in tribal areas
held rallies and dinner banquets that attracted hundreds of po-
tential voters despite a total ban by authorities on election rallies
to prevent the spread of the coronavirus disease.

At a public rally in Farwaniya, a former MP, running from the
fourth constituency, said if he gets elected, he will contest the
post of the assembly speaker. Another former MP running from
the first constituency called for drastically changing the cyber-
crimes law which he says poses a real danger to the society. The
law stipulates tough penalties on violators.

The candidate also vowed that “the pocket of citizens is a red

line and we will not allow the government to impose taxes or
charges on public services, even if that led to dissolving the na-
tional assembly.” A new candidate contesting from the third con-
stituency, criticized the lack of transparency on the country’s
finances, saying that details about Kuwait’s wealth and invest-
ments are scarce.

Another former MP, bidding for a comeback from the first
constituency, said there can be no real, serious and effective re-
forms in the presence of rampant corruption in the country. A
new Islamist candidate said that the Anti-Corruption Authority
will not succeed under the current circumstances in the country
because key parameters are lacking.

He said the Authority lacks real independence and it is under
the supervision of the government and that prevents its inde-
pendence. The Authority also lacks a real power for accounta-
bility and the way the Authority functions prevents popular
participation.

Election silence imposed online
in Kuwait as voters go to polls

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti people will be elect-
ing 50 parliament members (MPs) from five
constituencies to represent them in the 16th
legislative session of the National Assembly.
Hundreds of thousands of eligible voters will
cast ballots on December 5 to select 50 rep-
resentatives out of hundreds of candidates.
The Kuwaiti people practiced different
types of democracy through what is known
as Shura, or consultations, with their rulers
regarding affairs of the state, long before the
first National Assembly elected after the
1961 independence. Kuwait is known to have
‘diwaniyas,’ places of assembly for people
either from one or multiple family members,
or friends, to discuss affairs of the State in
complete transparency and freedom of ex-
pression.

The first Municipal Council was elected in
1930, consisting of 11 members. This was fol-
lowed by election of departments of knowl-
edge, health and awqaf. In 1938, the ruler and
people of Kuwait agreed to establish a coun-
cil with a mandate of running affairs of the
State. Elections were held and 14 people out
of 20 candidates won the elections. Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah was chosen as
head of the council. Late Amir Sheikh Abdul-
lah Al-Salem signed, following independence,
a decree on August 26, 1961 to hold elections
for the Constituent Assembly.

Elections were held on January 20, 1962
and people elected 20 members, who were
joined by 11 ministers with a mandate of
writing a constitution to organize the affairs
of the State alongside obligations and du-
ties of citizens. The first parliamentary elec-
tions were held on January 23, 1963.
Elections saw 250 candidates running for
50 seats. There were 16,889 eligible voters
distributed over 10 constituencies. The first
session was held on January 29, and the last
was on January 3, 1967. 

Elections for the second legislative session

were held on January 25, 1967, which saw 220
candidates and 27,296 eligible voters. The
National Assembly held its first session on
February 7, 1967 and the last on December
30, 1970. Elections for the third legislative
session were held on January 23, 1971, when
40,649 eligible voters selected their repre-
sentatives out of 180 candidates. The first
session was held on February 10 and the last
was on January 8, 1975.

Elections for the fourth legislative session
were held on January 27, 1975. These saw
256 candidates and number of eligible vot-
ers increased to 52,994. The first parliamen-
tary session was held on February 11 and the
concluding session on August 29, 1976.
Elections for the fifth legislative session were
held on February 23, 1981. There were 477
candidates with 42,008 eligible voters dis-
tributed over 25 constituencies. The first
session was held on March 9, 1981 and the
last on January 19, 1985. February 20, 1985
witnessed elections for the sixth legislative
session, where 56,845 eligible voters were
selecting their representatives out of 231
candidates from 25 constituencies. The first
session was held on March 9. This house
was dissolved on July 3, 1986.

On April 22, 1990, the late Amir Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah signed a decree to
establish the National Council. Elections were
held on June 10. Eligible voters were 62,123.
The late Amir signed a decree on June 28 to
appoint 25 members in the National Council.
The National Council came to a halt on Au-
gust 2, 1990, the day Iraq invaded and occu-
pied the State of Kuwait. The first session of
the National Council was held on July 9, 1991
and the last on August 1, 1992. Elections were
held for the 7th legislative session on October
5, 1992, in which 81,440 eligible voters se-
lected their representatives out of 278 can-
didates. The first session was on October 20
and the last was on October 5, 1996. October

7, 1996 witnessed elections for the 8th leg-
islative session, Candidates were 230 and el-
igible voters were 107,169. The first session
was on October 20.

This National Assembly was dissolved on
May 4, 1999. Elections were held for the 9th
legislative session on July 3, 1999. There were
288 candidates and 112,882 eligible voters
distributed over 25 constituencies. The inau-
guration session was held on July 17 and the
last was on May 31, 2003. Elections for the
10th legislative session was held on July 5. Up
to 264 candidates were running for the house,
and there were 136,715 voters. The inaugu-
ration session was on July 19 and the last was
on May 21, 2006. June 29 saw elections for
the 11th legislative session, where 327,287 el-
igible voters selected their representatives
out of 288 candidates. The first session was
on July 12. The house was dissolved on March
19, 2008. On May 17, 2008, elections were
held for the 12th legislative session with 275
candidates running and number of eligible
voters increased to 361,684.

The number of constituencies were re-
duced from 25 to five. The inaugural session
was held on June 1. This parliament was dis-
solved on March 18, 2009. Elections for the
13th legislative session were held on May 16,
2009, where 210 candidates were running.
There were 384,790 eligible voters. The in-
augural session was on May 31. The house
was dissolved on December 6, 2011. Elections
for the 14th legislative session were held on
July 27, 2013, which saw 321 candidates and
439,715 eligible voters. The first session was
held on August 8 and the National Assembly
was dissolved on October 16, 2016.The elec-
tions for the 15th legislative session were held
on November 26, 2016. The number of voters
increased to 483,186 and candidates running
for the 50 seats were 293. The inaugural ses-
sion was on December 23 and the last was on
October 20, 2020.  —KUNA

History of Kuwait’s elections Kuwait sees 314
new COVID-19
cases, two deaths

KUWAIT: Kuwait said yesterday that 314 new coron-
avirus infections were registered in the previous 24
hours, raising the total to 143,574, while two deaths
recorded over the same period upped its death toll from
the outbreak to 884. The ministry earlier revealed that
540 patients recovered in the same period, raising total
recoveries to 138,674. The number of patients hospital-
ized stood yesterday at 4,016, with 84 of them in inten-
sive care units, according to ministry spokesman Dr
Abdullah Al-Sanad, who revealed that 11,039 swab tests
were conducted over the previous 24 hours, pushing the
total number of tests to 1,118,620. —KUNA


