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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah said on Wednesday that Kuwait has
been backing Lebanon through the Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic Development
(KFAED). This came during His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled’s speech at the sec-
ond international aid conference on Lebanon
that was held virtually, upon calls by French
President Emmanuel Macron and UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres.
“Today’s meeting came after the first one on
August 9, as evidence of our common deter-
mination to save Lebanon and our keenness
to find a way out of the crisis facing the sis-

terly country in order to preserve its securi-
ty and stability, and provide a dignified life
to its people,” he said.

The State of Kuwait has pledged provid-
ing humanitarian aid worth $11 million to
Lebanon in the first edition of the confer-
ence held on August 9, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled, who led a delegation to the video-
conference, said, addressing President
Macron and UN Chief Guterres as well as
the attendees. Kuwait, consistently helped
Lebanon and stood with it, began its con-
tacts through the KFAED with officials in
Lebanon to start implementing the develop-
ment commitment to allocate $30 million to
rebuild the grain silos destroyed in the Beirut
Port explosion, he stressed.

He added that Kuwait was the first coun-
try that provided such humanitarian aid via
an air bridge to Beirut International Airport,
and the aid was distributed to the brotherly
Lebanese people. He urged the Lebanese
people to put their country’s interest ahead
of anything else so as to achieve their unity,
security, safety and sovereignty. He extended
his sincere thanks to Macron and Guterres
for their invitation to this key meeting, which
came, as he said, in light of the continuing

bitter suffering of the brotherly Lebanese
people. The unemployment and poverty rates
have increased in Lebanon, and the economic
and monetary collapse have become clear
due to the decline in the economic conditions

and political tensions, he noted. Meanwhile,
the huge explosion in Beirut Port has exacer-
bated these conditions in that country, in
addition to the repercussions of the coron-
avirus pandemic. — KUNA 

Kuwait always a backer to
Lebanon: Prime Minister

$30 million allocated to rebuild blast-damaged grain silos

NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait has re-
affirmed its commitment to continuous support
for rights of the Palestinian people and all
efforts aimed at enabling them attain their
legitimate rights. “I renew my country’s unwa-
vering and principled stance of standing along-
side the Palestinian people to end their plight
and support their options for attaining all their
legitimate rights,” said the State of Kuwait’s
Minister Plenipotentiary Talal Al-Fassam dur-
ing a session of the United Nations General
Assembly on Palestine. The session has coin-
cided with the International Day of Solidarity
with the Palestinian People that fell on
November 29. This day is being observed in
response to a call by the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) in 1977.

Kuwait’s Minister Plenipotentiary Fassam
has expressed distress that the Palestinian
people have been simultaneously suffering
from affliction of the novel coronavirus and
the Israeli occupation. Fassam has denounced
Israel’s schemes of speeding up construction
of illegal settlements in explicit breach of the
international law and relevant UN resolutions,
namely Security Council Resolution 2334. This
resolution, adopted in 2016, re-affirmed that

Israel’s establishment of settlements in
Palestinian territory occupied since 1967,
including East Jerusalem, had no legal validity,
constituting a flagrant violation under inter-
national law and a major obstacle to the vision

of two States living side-by-side in peace and
security, within internationally recognized
borders.

After than seven decades since adopting the
UN Resolution 181, UN reports have continued
to affirm ongoing Israeli breaches in the West
Bank including East Jerusalem, Fassam noted,
alluding to the 1947 UNGA’s resolution that
called for partition of Palestine into two parts;
one for the Palestinians and the other for the
Jews. Elaborating further on the current condi-
tions in the occupied territories, Fassam has
noted during the session that along with the
expansion of settlements, Israeli settlers have
continued to attack unarmed Palestinians, with
many losing their properties and the perpetra-
tors escaping justice.

Fassam has affirmed Kuwait’s adherence to
the call for establishing an independent
Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its
capital with the June 4, 1967, borders, accord-
ing to the relevant UNSG resolutions and the
2002 Arab Peace Initiative. In his conclusion,
Fassam called for ongoing efforts to re-launch
peace negotiations according to a timetable for
reaching comprehensive and just peace in the
Middle East. — KUNA

News in brief

Amir sends condolence
to French president

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yes-
terday sent a cable to French President
Emmanuel Macron, expressing heartfelt
and sincere condolences over the death of
the Former French President Valerie
Giscard d’Estaing. His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to the
French President. — KUNA

Kuwaiti, Egyptian PMs talk

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah received a phone call from his
Egyptian counterpart Mostafa Madbouly
yesterday. The two sides discussed devel-
oping relations and the recent regional and
international developments. — KUNA

Kuwait oil drops

KUWAIT: Kuwait oil dropped 48 cents
during Wednesday’s trading sessions to
stand at $46.78 per barrel (pb), Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said yester-
day. Brent futures gained 83 cents to $48.25
pb and West Texas Intermediate jumped 73
cents to $45.28 pb. — KUNA

Kuwait re-affirms support for Palestinians’ rights

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Minister Plenipotentiary Talal
Al-Fassam speaks during a session of the United
Nations General Assembly on Palestine. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah speaks during the
second international aid conference on Lebanon, held via videoconference. — KUNA


