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LONDON: Liverpool’s ever expanding injury list has
prompted Jurgen Klopp to take on the football authorities
and broadcasters over a grueling schedule that he feels is
doing little to protect the players. The English champions
head into today’s Champions League clash with Ajax
without Virgil van Dijk, Joe Gomez, Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain, Thiago Alcantara, Naby Keita, Xherdan
Shaqiri, Trent Alexander-Arnold and James Milner. 

Klopp was infuriated that Liverpool were chosen for
Saturday’s lunchtime kick-off in a 1-1 draw at Brighton
just over 60 hours after they faced Atalanta in Europe on
Wednesday night. “After Wednesday, Saturday at 12:30 is
really dangerous for the players,” said Klopp, who also
sarcastically congratulated a BT Sport interviewer for
Milner’s hamstring injury in the second half.

However, he is not alone and has formed an unlikely
alliance with Manchester United and Manchester City,
who have also faced early Saturday kick-offs after
Wednesday night games in the Champions League this
season. United manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer said his
side had been “set up to fail” when they won at Everton

after returning from a trip to Turkey barely 48 hours
before they travelled to Goodison Park. City boss Pep
Guardiola has also been a strong advocate of allowing
managers the chance to make five substitutions.

“All around the world there is five substitutions. Here
we believe we are a special league with just three play-
ers, we don’t protect the players,” said Guardiola after
his side’s 1-1 draw with Liverpool earlier this month that
characterized the problems of a condensed calendar.
Both sides chased the game in an enthralling first 45
minutes before settling for a point as fatigue set in after
the break. “We’ve reached a point where you start to
think that with so many matches and so many injuries,
the spectacle is not the same,” said Real Madrid boss
Zinedine Zidane last week.

Joyless football 
Despite losing a month of the season due to a late

start to the campaign caused by the three-month coro-
navirus shutdown last season, barely any sacrifices have
been made in English football to ease the strain on play-

ers. Both domestic cup competitions have been retained
alongside a full 38-game Premier League season,
European football commitments and two international
breaks with an extra game for European nations.
Guardiola has repeatedly argued that the gruelling win-
ter schedule in England when other major leagues take
a mid-season break comes at the expense of better
quality matches for fans to enjoy. And he believes that is
only exacerbated in a season so far without fans inside
the ground.

“The problem is today the players lose the joy of
playing football. Before it was nice playing football once
or twice a week with spectators, now it is in three days
another one.” Sheffield United manager Chris Wilder
drew Klopp’s ire after standing his ground in a manag-
er’s meeting last week over the issue of five substitutes.
Two previous votes have failed to garner the 14 votes
needed from the 20 Premier League clubs to change the
rules over fears from those with less resources that such
a change only benefits the bigger clubs with deeper
squads.

“I’ve got incredible respect for these top managers
because they produce top results and win things,” said
Wilder, whose side sit bottom of the table with just one
point from 10 games. “But they’re selfish, they look after
their own clubs. They’re going to be bothered about
Liverpool, Man City and Chelsea, which I understand and
respect. I would be the same, but I’m bothered about
Sheffield United and it doesn’t help us to have five subs.”
Yet, the evidence across Europe shows the continent’s
biggest clubs are struggling to match their usual levels of
dominance even with five subs.

Real Madrid and Barcelona find themselves well off
the pace in La Liga having already lost three times each.
Paris Saint-Germain have also lost three of their opening
12 matches in Ligue 1, while Juventus sit fourth in Serie A,
behind Sassuolo, as they go for a 10th consecutive title.
Klopp may not be getting much sympathy from those
fighting just to remain in the Premier League. But the cost
of cramming so much football into a shortened calendar
threatens not only player welfare, but the enjoyment for
fans watching a watered down product. —AFP

‘Selfish’ or ‘protecting the players’? 
Klopp’s complaints divide managers
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Celtic’s first defeat 
in four years leaves 
Lennon in firing line
GLASGOW: Neil Lennon admitted his job as Celtic coach is
hanging by a thread after a 2-0 home League Cup defeat by
Ross County saw the Scottish champions lose a domestic
cup tie for the first time in four years. Ross Stewart’s first-half
penalty and an Alex Iacovitti header five minutes from time
ended Celtic’s 35-game winning run in cup competitions.

Lennon’s men have won just two of their last 10 games in
all competitions to also crash out of the Europa League and
fall 11 points behind Rangers at the top of the Scottish
Premiership. Angry mobs of fans gathered outside Celtic
Park after the match to demand Lennon’s removal and vent
their frustrations towards the players as they left the stadium
in what Scotland’s Justice Minister Humza Yousaf described
as “disgraceful scenes.”

Glasgow is currently under Scotland’s most severe coro-
navirus restrictions. “Utterly disgraceful scenes outside of
Celtic Park from a minority of fans tonight with violence
aimed towards Police,” Yousaf tweeted. “Officers have been
front & centre keeping us safe during this pandemic, to treat
them this way at any time is shameful, to do it during these
times is a disgrace.” Lennon insisted in his pre-match press
conference on Friday he had the full backing of major share-
holder Dermot Desmond and chief executive Peter Lawwell.

However, there was no sign of a response from his play-
ers and the Northern Irishman admitted after the match his
time may be up. “Today’s result won’t have helped,” said
Lennon. “There is a demand for excellence and a demand for
wins at this club. I’m not standing here like a happy clapper
saying ‘Everything’s ok’.  “I’m the face of the football depart-
ment. It’s my philosophy, my tactics, what I am trying to
work out is why we are more of less the same squad who
were rampant last year and we’ve certainly not been ram-
pant this year.” —AFP

Ireland edge 
Georgia in Autumn 
Nations Cup
DUBLIN: Ireland secured an Autumn Nations Cup play-
off against Scotland next weekend with an edgy 23-10
victory over tenacious Georgia at Lansdowne Road on
Sunday. Billy Burns’ 15 points on his first Test start was
the highlight of the hosts’ performance. It was a much
improved performance by the away team after failing to
register a point in their previous two matches and they
will hope Covid-affected Fiji are able to field a side next
weekend in their play-off.

Ireland skipper James Ryan said the Irish would need
to improve a lot before the Scotland clash. “It was a bit
scrappy and not the performance we wanted,” he told
RTE. “We knew it would never be easy and the
Georgians fronted up well and we definitely need to
improve this week.” Georgian captain Merab Sharikadze
rued what he felt was a chance to record a historic victo-
ry. “It feels like a missed opportunity,” he said. 

“We did not take our chances and should have scored
more points. “It is a shame because we so rarely get the
chance to play teams of this level.” The game was pre-
ceded by a minute’s silence for the late French great
Christophe Dominici with a photo of him on one of his
jinking runs and the words Rest In Peace showing on the
big screen. Burns took less than 10 minutes of his maiden
Test start to score his first try for Ireland, running on to a
brilliant pop pass by Chris Farrell. The Ulster fly-half con-
verted for 7-0. Burns added a penalty soon after as Irish
pressure provoked Georgia into conceding penalties.

Georgian genius 
However, some individual brilliance by Giorgi

Kveseladze saw the Georgians score their first points of the
competition taking full-back Soso Matiashvili’s pass inside
his half. He went on a mazy run sending Jacob Stockdale the
wrong way and breaking a Burns’ tackle to touch down,
prompting a mobbing from his team-mates. Once the
Georgian celebrations had died down fly-half Tedo
Abzhandadze collected himself and converted for 10-7. 

Burns gave the Irish some breathing space convert-
ing a penalty for 13-7. A superb passage of play from
the hosts, beginning with Conor Murray’s box kick col-
lected brilliantly by Hugo Keenan was just the pep the
Irish needed. Ireland hooker Rob Herring went close to
scoring their second try but a Georgian player succeed-
ed in preventing him touching the ball down on the line.
Hugo Keenan did secure their second try as the wing
was picked out by Stockdale’s long pass and went in at
the corner.

Burns converted from wide out on the right for 20-7.
The Irish looked to have put the game to bed when Stuart
McCloskey marked his first cap for two years touching
down but Stockdale’s pass was ruled forward. —AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The ninth round of Kuwait Football League
(Ranking Phase) saw Salmiya beating Jahra after being
one goal down. The final score was 2-1. Jahra scored first
in the 41st minute when Ahmad Titi converted a penalty,
then it was not until the 76th minute when Salmiya’s
Hussein Al-Musawi scored the equalizer. Patrick Fabiano
scored the winner from the penalty spot in the 90th
minute. Salmiya now have 18 points, while Jahra have 10
points. The match started with Salmiya adopting an
attacking strategy, while Jahra was playing defense.
Jahra’s player Adama was shown red for dangerous foul

against Salmiya’s goal keeper Bader Al-Saanoon.
In another match, Qadisiya were able to go past

Kuwait 2-1 - raising their point total to 18 points while
Kuwait remained at 12. Qadisiya’s James Okuasa headed
the ball into Kuwait’s net following a corner kick in the
10th minute, then Kuwait’s Dimbly equalized for Kuwait
in the 43rd minute. The second half saw Qadisiya’s deter-
mination as they carried out one attack after the other
until the 57th minute when Ahmad Al-Dhafiri’s counter
attack produced the winner goal. Qadisiya’s veteran
player Bader Al-Mutawa almost scored a third goal, but
the goal keeper Hameed Al-Qallaf defended it. 

Al-Nasser had no mercy when they played Yarmouk

and rained five unanswered goals and remained on top of
the list. Ahmad Al-Riyahi scored two goals, Salem Al-
Mislati, Abdelrahman Al-Enezi and Talal Al-Ajmi scored
one goal each. Al-Nasser now have 20 points, while
Yarmouk have just one. 

Fahaheel surprised Al-Arabi with a draw as their
match ended (1-1). Al-Sahel defeated Burqan (1-0), which
was scored by defender Marcello in the 56th minute,
raising its point total to 13 points. Kazma defeated
Kheitan (4-1), raising its point total to 16 points while
Kheitan’s remained at 7. Al-Shabab defeated Sulaibkhat
(4-2) raising its point total to 12 while Sulaibkhat
remained at 4.

Kuwait Football League: 9th round

Revolution oust 10-man 
Orlando, face Crew in 
MLS semi-finals
WASHINGTON: Gustavo Bou’s brace and a penalty
save by goalkeeper Matt Turner from former
Manchester United star Nani sparked the New
England Revolution to a 3-1 victory over 10-man
Orlando City in Sunday’s Major League Soccer
quarter-finals. Former US national coach Bruce
Arena’s side will visit the Columbus Crew in next
Sunday’s semi-finals. Columbus beat visiting

Nashville 2-0 on a 99th-minute goal by Portuguese
midfielder Pedro Santos and a breakaway marker by
American Gyasi Zardes in the 103rd to reach the
Eastern Conference final. At Orlando, Spanish mid-
fielder Carles Gil opened the scoring with a penalty
in the 17th minute for New England before Bou net-
ted his first goal eight minutes later.

Bou paid tribute to his fellow Argentinian Diego
Maradona, placing an Argentina flag on the ground,
kissing it and pointing to the heavens as he knelt.
The Lions halved the deficit in the 33rd minute as
Brazilian midfielder Junior Urso found the net. But
Orlando City were undone in the 60th minute when
Uruguayan midfielder Mauricio Pereyra was shown
a red card. The Lions were given a lifeline in the 74th

minute, but Nani’s right-footed penalty was batted
away by Turner. “It came down to a big moment on
the penalty kick,” Turner said. “I did my homework,
spent hours on video and made the play on the kick.

“We got the win and it feels really good.” New
England sealed the victory in the 86th minute when
Gil set up Bou on the counter-attack and the South
American star flicked the ball between the legs of
Orlando goalkeeper Brian Rowe and into the back
of the net. The Revolution have reached the MLS
Cup final five times but have yet to capture the
crown. Western Conference MLS quarter-final
matches find Dallas at defending champion Seattle
on Tuesday and Minnesota at Kansas City on
Wednesday. —AFP


