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KUWAIT: Smoke rises from the Doha power plant on a cloudy day on November 29, 2020. -—Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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Interior Minister
opens operations
center in Subhan 
KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Inter ior  and Minister  of  State  for  Cabinet
Affairs Anas Al-Saleh reaffirmed the commit-
ment of Kuwait’s political leadership to the
upgrading of the security institution and pro-
viding it with the state-of-the-art equipment.
“Constant modernization of all sectors of the
Ministry of Interior is a top priority for political
leadership in order to help the security institu-
tion discharge its mission in the best possible
way,” the minister said in a press release from
the Ministry’s General Directorate of Security
Relations and Media.

Saleh made the comments while opening the
operations center and the emergency operator
(112) at the ministry’s headquarters in Subhan
on Sunday. “The center reflects the level of

advancement of the security institution and its
continued effort to acquire the latest communi-
cation technologies and maintain high pre-
paredness of the security personnel,” the minis-
ter added. After inaugurating the operations
center and the emergency switch, the minister
was briefed by member of the Col Dr Abdullah
Zakaria, member of the committee of the inte-

grated digital security project, on the new sys-
tem and operat ing  mechanism re la ted to
response to emergency calls. Saleh was accom-
panied by Undersecretary of the Ministry Lt
Gen Esam Al-Nahham, assistant undersecre-
taries Maj Gen Jamal Al-Saygh and Maj Gen
Staff Aziz Suaylem, as well other senior officers,
according to the statement.  —KUNA

The ‘112’ emergency center’s operations room.
KUWAIT: Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh tours the new
center. —Interior Ministry photos

COVID-era education
reveals shortcomings,
required improvements
KUWAIT: Education Minister and Minister of
Higher Education Dr Saud Al-Harbi affirmed yester-
day that education during the coronavirus (COVID-
19) pandemic had revealed the shortcomings and
the required improvement of the learning process.
Minister Harbi made that statement during a video-
conference titled ‘the Second International
Conference on: Distance Learning: Coping with
Covid-19 Crisis.’ The event scheduled from
November 30 until December 1st.

Dr Harbi pointed out that critical circumstances
always delivered ways to update the educational
system through innovation, which later contributes
to sustainable development both on a national and
international level. Closure of schools and resorting
to distance education were an outcome of the pan-
demic with the latter process requiring tremendous
amount of knowledge being transferred extensively
to the digital domain, he added. Despite all the
efforts, there stil l  challenges needed to be
addressed, indicated the minister who urged for
more development of education through adequate

channels aimed at relieving social and psychological
stress of students and educators. Dr Harbi com-
mended the organizing of the current conference
and hoped it will come out with recommendation
pushing the educational process forward.

Meanwhile, head of the Gulf Arab States
Educational Research Center (GASERC) Dr Suleiman
Al-Askari said that the conference — prior to
COVID-19’s spread — was aimed at formulating a
national vision for the development of education. He
added that the pandemic had shifted the approach
with most countries prioritizing health first to stop the
spread of the viral infection. It was not only education
that suffered from lockdowns, business and other
institutions had suffered losses around the globe, indi-
cated Dr Askari who revealed that billions of students
in the world had to do distance education to complete
their studies in the summer. He went on to say that
national entities had provide all of their assets to make
sure that students were educated via digital platform
through live class sessions and pre-recorded material.
The official indicated that though huge efforts were
exerted, there were problems that went beyond the
capacity of the system; however, the struggle contin-
ued to solve shortcomings. Researchers are assessing
the positives and the negatives of distance learning to
improve the quality of education, Dr Askari affirmed,
adding that it was important to look at the data and
use it in the future. —KUNA

ICSK organizes career
awareness program
KUWAIT: Through the years, the Indian
Community School, Kuwait (ICSK) has built a repu-
tation that is synonymous with excellence. It
endeavors to provide an environment that encour-
ages growth, fosters creativity, exploration and dis-
covery; where children can find magic in the mun-
dane, enjoy the gift of robust laughter, broaden their
intellectual, physical and emotional horizons and
build a strong sense of integrity, compassion and
generosity of spirit. 

ICSK realizes that the journey towards a suc-
cessful career starts with the selection of the right
subject and stream. Classes 9 and 10 are the step-
ping stone for a student’s career and the choices
he makes. Things take a huge surge during this
time and suddenly students have to make the most
important decision that would help them in their
growth and profoundness of life, to choose the
right stream.

The school is planning to organize CAP, a virtual
Career Awareness Program with an objective to
provide proper guidance to the students of classes
9 and 10 of 21 CBSE schools in Kuwait, an enriching
and enlightening session by the eminent education
and career consultant Dr T P Sethumadhavan
(Director, Education, UL CyberPark, Kozhikode and
In charge - Education and Skill development, Indian
institute of Infrastructure and Construction, DDU
GKY, UL Skill academy and other education,

Skilling institutions of ULCCS and Agri projects) on
Saturday, December 5, 2020 from 6:00 pm to 7:30
pm. The career session will be telecasted through
zoom, YouTube and Facebook as well. 

Teenagers in Class 9 and 10 are shaped from
explorers to in-depth learners. They are expected
to understand details and form relations and con-
nections in knowledge. The program aims at build-
ing the necessary critical thinking and decision
making skills to make the choice of a career on
which the career goals and subject choices will be
based. Through this distinctive session ICSK pres-
ents a unique approach to making crucial career-
related decisions. The process of career guidance
differs for every grade and the student journey is
also different. The selection of stream post class 10
would greatly determine the career paths students
take in the future. Many of them realize later in life
that they have made an error of choice and are
stuck with the options available or redo everything
from the very start. So this decision becomes an
important step in life and has to be taken con-
sciously. The program offers a chat option for stu-
dents to clear doubts with the guest through the
interactive session.

There will also be a separate educational fair  in
the month of February for universities where around
100 famous universities will be participating includ-
ing IIT, IIFT, IIM and the likes. ICSK’s trailblazing
initiatives are vivid reflections of the mettle and
dedication that goes into the making of a noble
institution, with a noble mission. The school strives
to ignite minds to learn and explore by empowering
them to develop as self-confident global individuals
with a high self-esteem and potential.

NGOs play vital
role in helping
cancer patients
KUWAIT: Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) play a
vital role in helping cancer patients during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, said Gulf Union for Fighting Cancer Secretary-General
Dr Khaled Al-Saleh. In a press statement yesterday, Saleh
affirmed that the Fourth Joint Gulf Cancer Conference, which
was held on the 28th and 29th of November, under the title
‘Cancer Patients Care During Crises and Beyond,’ discussed the
extent of preparedness to face health care crises. He noted that
the conference, which comes during the spread of COVID-19
and the implications of this pandemic on cancer patient care,
discussed the experiences of the GCC countries in caring for
cancer patients during the pandemic. Saleh stressed the impor-
tance of holding such conferences that come out with recom-
mendations to be implemented, as happened in the conference
that was held in Kuwait in 1996 under the title ‘cancer between
truth and illusion’ and recommended the establishment of the
Gulf Union for Fighting Cancer. He finally appreciated the role
played by the non-governmental Gulf associations and their
success in continuing to provide everything that serves the
patient using artificial intelligence.  —KUNA

Oil exports to
Japan down
TOKYO: Kuwait’s crude oil exports to Japan in October fell
33.3 percent from a year earlier to 5.36 million barrels, or
173,000 barrels per day (bpd), for the seventh consecutive
monthly decline, government data showed yesterday. As
Japan’s third-biggest oil provider, Kuwait supplied 7.6 per-
cent of its total crude imports, the Japanese Natural
Resources and Energy Agency said in a preliminary report.
Japan’s overall imports of crude oil in October slid 18.1 per-
cent year-on-year to 2.26 million bpd, down for the 10th
straight month. Shipments from the Middle East accounted for
90.2 percent of the total, down 1.3 percentage points from the
year before. —KUNA


