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Kuwait sees 209
new COVID-19
cases, two fatalities
KUWAIT: Kuwait said yesterday it logged 209 new
coronavirus infections over the previous 24 hours,
raising total cases to 142,635, while two fatalities
recorded over the same period upped its death toll
to 880. The health ministry had earlier announced
the recovery of 658 COVID-19 patients during the
same period, raising total recoveries to 137,071. The
number of people hospitalized with the virus stood
yesterday at 4,684, with 84 of them in intensive care
units, according to ministry spokesman Dr Abdullah
Al-Sanad. He revealed that 4,078 swab tests were
conducted over the past 24 hours taking the total to
1,095,574. He went on to urge the public to abide
by health precautions, mainly social distancing,
which he said is the best way to halt the spread of
the virus.  —KUNA

By Yasmena Al-Mulla

KUWAIT: The upcoming 2020 National Assembly
elections, scheduled for December 5th, will be the
18th election in Kuwait’s history. The parliamentary
elections are an important aspect of Kuwait’s politi-
cal fabric as it determines who will shape Kuwait’s
legislative branch.  

According to the Kuwaiti constitution, the parlia-
ment is the legislative branch that is in charge of
proposing laws. While the parliament has significant
power, according to Yousef Al-Azmi, an employee
at the National Assembly, “the constitution is the
highest law, meaning that any law proposed by the
parliament should not violate the constitution.”

Structure of parliament
The Kuwait parliament, a unicameral system, is

the single legislative branch in Kuwait. The parlia-
ment has a maximum of four-year term, made up of
four sessions, and sometimes a fifth closing session
if the parliament completes its four years.  

The legislative branch is made up of 50 MPs that
are elected by the Kuwaiti people and up to an
additional 15 appointed ministers who make up the
government. At least one of the ministers must be an
elected MP.  

Of the 50 MPs, one is elected as speaker of the
parliament and another as a deputy, during the
opening session of the new term. 

Also during the first session, the 65 members
vote on who joins which committee and if the num-
ber of candidates are the same as the number of
committee members, then they automatically
become a member. Each MP is allowed to join a
maximum of two committees.  “While there are no
specific requirements to join a committee, an MP
chooses a committee depending on his background.
For example, historically the legislative committee
has always been made up of MPs with a back-
ground in law,” Azmi told Kuwait Times.   

According to article 43 of the Parliament’s pro-
cedural law (in Arabic known as Laehat Al-
Dakhleya), there are 10 permanent committees in
parliament, most of which have five members,
except the legislative, public utilities, budget and
financial and economic committee who have seven
members. Each committee has a head, who is elect-
ed by the committee during the first session. 

There are also temporary committees that are
suggested and decided on at the beginning of every
session. For example, the women and family com-
mittee is a temporary committee and its responsi-
bilities are determined at the beginning of every

session. 
Although the committee is only made up by MPs,

ministers are allowed to attend meetings, but they
cannot vote on the proposed law in the committee.
Ministers enjoy the same privileges as MPs as they
get to vote on laws, once presented on the floor of
parliament, and vote during the opening session for
committee members and the speaker of parliament. 

With that being said, they are not allowed to
vote during a no confidence vote against a minister,
as per article 101 of the constitution. 

In terms of political parties, while the constitu-
tion does not prohibit the formation of political par-
ties, Kuwait does not have any because they are not
legally regulated. For example, there are several de
facto political blocs in parliament but they are not
recognized by the law. 

How laws are passed
There are several procedures that are done

before a law can be passed by parliament. 
First, the proposed draft is suggested in front of

parliament (as an acknowledgment). Then it goes to
the parliamentary preparations department (known
in Arabic as the Edarat edad Al-parlimany) to help
write with the wording and the legal terminologies.
Once they are done, they transfer it to the legisla-
tive committee, where they determine whether it is
constitutional. If it is approved, then they return it
to the parliament. Then the parliament directly
refers it to the respective committee. 

As each committee discusses the proposed law,
according to Article 50 of the Parliament’s proce-
dural law, ministers may attend committee sessions
when a matter related to their ministry is being
discussed.  The minister needs to orally or on
paper state his opinion, which is read out loud in
front of the parliament before a vote is taken, “so
that the government’s stance is made clear,” Azmi
clarified. 

For a proposed law to be made final by the
committee, the majority of the committee members
need to approve it. 

Once the law is finalized, it is sent along with
the government’s comments and the report from
the legislative committee to the floor of the parlia-
ment for the first deliberation. 

After the first deliberation, the members of par-
liament get a chance to propose amendments to
the law. It is then referred to the committee once
again for final approval, before it is presented
again to the floor for a second deliberation vote. 

In order for a vote to take place, a simple
majority of the 65 members need to be present.

The constitution stipulates that this quorum must
include some representation of the government,
whether it is the prime minister alone or “some of
its members,” which is usually interpreted as three
ministers. According to Azmi, during the last leg-
islative term, the most law that was proposed to be
amended was the Election Law No 42 of 2006;
around eight to 10 times. He also pointed out that,
throughout the history of the parliament, the
Nationality Law is one of the laws that has been
amended the most.

Elections for parliament
Kuwait is divided into five electoral districts,

thus the 10 candidates that get the highest number
of votes in their electoral district are elected to
parliament.  

Each electoral district is made up of several
areas, distributed as follows: 19 areas in the 1st
district, 13 areas in the 2nd district, 15 areas in the
3rd district, 19 areas in the 4th district and 22
areas in the 5th district.  

When the National Assembly was first created
in 1963, there were 10 electoral districts, which

were then changed to 25 districts in 1981. It is only
after the ‘Nabiha Khamsa’ (we want it five) move-
ment in 2006 that the electoral districts were
changed to five. On election day, every registered
voter heads to the designated polling station in
their area to cast a vote for one candidate. 

Throughout Kuwait’s history, the number of
candidates a person can vote for has changed mul-
tiple times. For the first 18 years, each citizen had
the right to vote for five people. Then in 1981, it
was changed to two candidates per citizen, which
lasted unti l  2006. Between 2006 and 2011,
Kuwaitis had the right to vote for four candidates. 

Following an Amiri decree that was issued in
2012 by the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, the election law was changed to a single-
vote system. Protests broke out and many opposi-
tion figures init iated a boycott movement to
express their discontent with the change. While
many of the opposition figures have fled the coun-
try or have refrained from participating in elec-
tions, many citizens as well have decided to con-
tinue to boycott the elections until the single-vote
system is changed. 

Explainer: What is the role of Kuwait’s
National Assembly and how does it work?

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti man walks by a billboard featuring third constituency candidates running for
parliamentary elections, in Khaldiya yesterday. Kuwait’s National Assembly elections are sched-
uled for December 5, 2020. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait Radio ready
to broadcast
elections: Official
KUWAIT: Information Ministry’s Assistant
Undersecretary for Radio Affairs Sheikh Fahad Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah confirmed that Kuwait Radio
is ready to cover the 2020 National Assembly
elections and to show it through media and tech-
nology. In a statement to the press, Sheikh Fahad
Al-Mubarak said yesterday that the radio sector
is eager to implement the directives of the

Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Acting Minister
of Information Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah, as well as the Information
Ministry’s Undersecretary Muneera Al-Huwaidi,
mentioning that the coverage of the December 5
parliamentary elections should be distinguished,
from opening the ballot boxes to the counting
process and ending with announcing the official
results. “Preparations are being made by following
up on all sectors in order to ensure that the cover-
age is excellent with comprehensive and distinct
media coverage of the voting process,” he added.

The coverage will focus on creating interaction
and direct communication between the people,
including procedures and news, in addition to
spreading awareness of the rights, duties and col-
lective responsibility among individuals, Sheikh

Fahad Al-Mubarak explained. Radio coverage on
Election Day will focus on urging voters to com-
ply with the health requirements recommended by
the health authorities, plus contributing to facili-
tating the work of government agencies related to
the elections, such as the Ministry of Interior and
others, he pointed out. Kuwait Radio divided its
programmatic plan into three stages; starting with
the announcement of the decree calling for elec-
tions, then the implementation phase, and the final
stage will be on Election Day to close the ballot
boxes and announce the results, Sheikh Fahad Al-
Mubarak indicated.

Meanwhile, Saad Al-Fandi, director of Kuwait
Radio public program and the general supervisor
of the radio’s election coverage, underlined that
the radio sector is eager to show the parliamen-

tary elections with distinguished coverage that
keeps pace with the vital event, referring to the
weekly meetings of Sheikh Fahad Al-Mubarak
with directors of radio stations. Kuwait Radio
divided the work mechanism into five teams in
studios fully equipped to cover all five electoral
districts from the start of the voting process until
the end of the counting and consequently the
results, Fandi said. A team of 15 reporters was
formed for Election Day, distributed among all
constituencies and electoral committees, while
being screened three times per day, he added. The
radio will educate citizens to participate by
enlightening them to make good choices between
candidates, plus urging citizens to adhere to
health precautions during Election Day, Fandi
explained.  —KUNA


