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KUWAIT: A law to regulate Kuwait’s demographic 
structure by reducing the numbers of the country’s 
expatriate community was published in Kuwait’s 
official gazette ‘Kuwait Al-Youm’ this week. The 
publication of the law makes it official and starts 
the clock on the government’s plan to reduce expa-
triate workers in the country.  

The law requires the government to present a 
plan within one year (from the date of publication 
in the official gazette on Nov 29, 2020) that will 
determine a formula and 
system for rebalancing the 
country’s demographics. 
The law specifically 
requires the government to 
cut the number of foreign-
ers living and working in 
Kuwait and tip the scale in 
favor of the Kuwaiti popu-
lation, which currently 
stands at only 30 percent 
of the total population.  

No specifics on how this plan should be imple-
mented are mentioned. The law, as published, does 
not stipulate any details regarding the final num-
bers or percentages of expatriates that will be 
allowed to stay. The National Assembly unanimous-
ly approved the demographics law on Oct 20, 
2020. The law as passed does not include a quota 
system based on nationality. The law requires that 
the government consider the total number of expa-
triate labor currently living in Kuwait.  

According to Central Statistical Bureau figures, there 
are 1.7 million expat workers (compared to 396,661 
Kuwaitis), making up 81.3 percent of the total work-
force. Meanwhile, Public Authority for Civil Information 
statistics show the total expatriate population stands at 

3.3 million compared to 1.4 million Kuwaitis. 
“The Cabinet should issue a list of regulations to 

address the demographic imbalance within a year 
of the law’s publishing, coming up with mechanisms 
that include controls to set a maximum cap on 
expatriate workers,” Article 3 of the law states. 
“Meanwhile, the Cabinet is required to issue exec-
utive orders on a yearly basis and whenever neces-
sary, in addition to providing the parliament with 
annual reports in this regard.” 

The explanatory note of the law mentions the 
“rapid spread of marginal laborers in excessive 

numbers” as a main rea-
son that led to a demo-
graphic imbalance in 
Kuwait and piled pressure 
on public services, espe-
cially healthcare. “The 
COVID-19 crisis has 
exposed the terrible living 
conditions of marginal 
laborers, which necessi-
tates legislations to con-
trol manpower percent-

ages and regulate their presence in the country in a 
way that does not affect the economic, social and 
service aspects,” the explanatory note adds. 

Other issues the government should consider 
while preparing the regulations include: 

• Labor requirements for projects in the national 
development program. 

• Policies pertaining to replacing expatriate 
employees with Kuwaiti labor. 

• Educational levels of laborers. 
• Exceptions needed to meet the development 

plan’s labor requirements.  
Furthermore, the government must take into 

account the medical sector’s capacity in handling 
potential diseases and pandemics related to manpow-

er coming from abroad, and must also set policies to 
prohibit the transfer of labor forces between different 
sectors. MPs had sought to force the government to 
gradually cut the numbers of expats over the next five 
years in a bid to achieve a balance between Kuwaitis 
and non-Kuwaitis. The issue of Kuwait’s demographic 

imbalance has become one of the hottest topics 
debated in the political scene in the past few years. It 
was among the most debated topics in the final ses-
sions of the National Assembly’s term, and has carried 
over to candidates’ agendas as they campaign for 
parliamentary elections on Saturday.
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Clock starts ticking on govt plan 
to cap expat workers in Kuwait

Demographic imbalance has become main topic of political discussion

KUWAIT: This November 3, 2020 file photo shows workers moving dead palm tree leaves from a 
garbage container into a truck’s bed at a location in Kuwait. The picture was used for illustration 
purpose only. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: A screenshot showing Executive Manager of KAFO Fatemah Al-Mosawi 
while speaking during the online press conference.
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KUWAIT: Various important issues 
including education, environment and 
health will be discussed and presented dur-
ing the fourth annual Kuwait’s Achievers for 
Future Opportunities (KAFO) forum to be 
held from Dec 12 to 16, 2020. HH the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah is set to participate in the 
opening session.  

Registration for the KAFO forum 
opened during a press conference held 
online yesterday. Interested institutions 

and achievers can register through a link 
on KAFO’s accounts on social media. This 
year, KAFO has selected 100 personalities 
from different fields to build 10 communi-
ties. The activities of this year’s forum will 
all be held online via the Zoom app. The 
four-day event will include various ses-
sions on volunteering, sports, entrepre-
neurship, science and technology, media, 
arts and culture.  

KAFO is part of the Kuwait Youth 
Program (Kuwait Listens) projects, 
launched in 2013. In fulfillment of the direc-
tives of late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, KAFO is an initiative by 
the Amiri Diwan. Objectives of KAFO are to 
establish and develop a database of young 
Kuwaiti achievers in different professions, 
academic careers and creative fields. It also 
aims to connect national achievers with 
organizations and other achievers, as well 
as showcase youth and their projects to 

allow collaborative opportunities. It also 
aims at building communities for knowledge 
transfer amongst nationals and residents to 
utilize their talents.   

“We studied the needs of the society 
and the way of connecting achievers,” said 
Executive Manager of KAFO Fatemah Al-
Mosawi during the press conference. 
“Participants can build their CVs on the 
website and show the possible ways of 
cooperation, in addition to searching for 
achievers according to their specialization.” 

She pointed out that KAFO has been 
hugely successful. “Our platform includes 
over 3,000 achievers, and this number is 
increasing every year,” added Mosawi. The 
program of activities during the entire year 
will be announced during the forum. 
According to Mosawi, around 3 to 4 activi-
ties will be held weekly online via Zoom, 
but if the situation changes next year, this 
can also change.  

KAFO forum 
2020 to be 
held virtually

GAZA: The World Health Organization delivered 
15 ventilators to Gaza hospitals on Sunday amid a 
spike in COVID-19 infections that has tested the 

Palestinian territory’s under-developed health sys-
tem. The donation of the intensive care devices, 
funded by Kuwait, came a week after local and 
international public health advisers said hospitals in 
the enclave could soon become overwhelmed. 

“These devices will help medical teams provide 
better service to patients, but it is not enough,” 
said Abdullatif Alhaj of Gaza’s health ministry. Alhaj 
said hospitals had suffered acute shortages in oxy-
gen essential in the treatment of COVID-19 
patients. Gaza has logged nearly 20,000 coron-

avirus cases and 97 deaths, mostly since August, 
amid concern of a wider outbreak in the densely 
populated enclave of two million people, many of 
whom live in poverty. 

The Gaza Health Ministry said 342 COVID-19 
patients, of whom 108 are in critical condition, are 
being treated in the territory’s hospitals, which 
have been able to expand their intensive care units 
to 150 beds over the past week. It said more than 
half of the territory’s 150 ventilators are in use. 

“The health system right now can hold on for a 

few weeks after the expansion of beds,” said 
Abdelnaser Soboh, emergency health lead in the 
World Health Organization’s Gaza sub-office. 
Soboh said Gaza is also experiencing severe 
shortages of medications and disposable equip-
ment needed to treat COVID-19 patients. 
Palestinians in Gaza say 13 years of economic 
sanctions by Israel and its border blockade have 
crippled their economy and undermined the devel-
opment of medical facilities, weakening their abili-
ty to tackle a pandemic. — Reuters
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People attend an electoral campaign meeting yesterday. - Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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the influence of political groups on the National 

Assembly. The survey, prepared by the Gulf and Arabian 
Peninsula Center at Kuwait University, found that 82 per-
cent of those polled said the system failed to curb sectar-
ian, tribal and factional factors in the society. 

Around 70 percent of those polled said the system 
failed to achieve a fair representation of all groups and 
sections of the Kuwaiti society, while 71  percent said the 
system led to the weakening of national unity. In addi-
tion, 85 percent said the system failed to end vote-buy-
ing practices. 

In other election news, MP Safa Al-Hashem yesterday 
took credit for filing a proposal that called for all expats 
who reach 60 years to leave the country to reduce pres-
sure on public services. Hashem, bidding for re-election 
from the third constituency, said in a television interview 

that expats who have reached 60 have worked for a suffi-
cient time and earned enough, and it’s time for them to 
leave. The lawmaker, who regularly targets expats in her 
speeches, said she proposed to give an additional 15 
years of stay in the country for expats who hold rare 
degrees. 

Also, as many as 56 candidates running in the Dec 5 
election signed a pledge that if they win seats, they will 
push to issue a law that guaranteeing a general pardon 
for those jailed over political issues. The law will allow the 
return of several Kuwaiti opposition figures who have 
been living in self-exile for the past two years to escape a 
jail sentence against them for storming the National 
Assembly building during a protest in 2011. The law will 
also facilitate national reconciliation. More candidates are 
expected to sign the pledge. 

Meanwhile, the interior ministry said yesterday that 
online registration for illegal expats has opened. People 
who want to legalize their stay or obtain a permit to leave 
the country must register on the interior ministry’s web-
site. The ministry said the six residency departments will 
receive a total of 2,400 expats every day. People who 
want to legalize their stay and those who want to leave 
must pay fines. The amnesty runs from Dec 1 to 31.
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Security Council, said the “operation was very 

complex, using electronic equipment and no one was 
present at the scene”. 

The People’s Mujahedeen of Iran (MEK) were “cer-
tainly” involved, along with “the Zionist regime and the 
Mossad”, he said in video interviews, referring to the 
Israeli government and its spy agency. With few details 
emerging of the attack itself, the scientist’s son said his 
mother was also in the targeted car but survived the 
attack. Without citing sources, Fars news agency said 
the attack had been carried out with the help of “a 
remote-controlled automatic machinegun” mounted 
on a pickup truck. State-run Press TV said “made in 
Israel” weapons were found at the scene. 

Fakhrizadeh’s funeral was attended by several high-
ranking officials, including Defense Minister Amir 
Hatami and Revolutionary Guards commander Hossein 
Salami. As the funeral got underway, a religious singer 
praised Fakhrizadeh and alluded to the martyrdom of 
Imam Hussein. “If our enemies had not committed this 
heinous crime and spilled our dear martyr’s blood, he 
might have remained unknown,” Hatami said in a 
speech. 

“But today, he who was only an idol for... his stu-
dents and colleagues, is introduced to the whole 
world,” he added, saying he would be an inspiration 
for “all who embark on the path to fight. The enemies 
should know that this is their first defeat.” Hatami had 
said after the scientist’s death that Fakhrizadeh was 
one of his deputies and headed the ministry’s Defense 
Research and Innovation Organization, focusing on the 
field of “nuclear defense”. 

In his speech, he said the government had decided 

to double the organization’s budget to continue 
Fakhrizadeh’s path “vigorously”. A large display 
showed a picture of Fakhrizadeh next to Iran’s 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, as well as for-
mer top general Qasem Soleimani, who was killed in a 
January drone strike by the US in Baghdad. 

The assassination has led to demands for a strong 
response from Iran’s leadership and calls by some 
conservative lawmakers to avoid entering potential 
negotiations with the United States, even as the hawk-
ish presidency of Donald Trump draws to a close. 
Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani has accused Israel of 
acting as a US “mercenary”, blaming it for the killing of 
Fakhrizadeh, and supreme leader Khamenei has called 
for the perpetrators to be punished. 

Parliament on Sunday demanded a halt to interna-
tional inspections of nuclear sites in the country, a step 
that could prove a fatal blow to the nuclear deal the 
Islamic republic agreed with world powers in 2015. 
Trump withdrew from the Iran nuclear deal in 2018 
and began reimposing crippling sanctions, but US 
President-elect Joe Biden has promised a return to 
diplomacy. 

Rouhani has emphasized Iran will seek its revenge 
for the assassination in “due time” and not be rushed 
into a “trap”. The US slapped sanctions on 
Fakhrizadeh in 2008 for “activities and transactions 
that contributed to the development of Iran’s nuclear 
program”. Around a year after the US withdrew from 
the nuclear deal, it began gradually abandoning most 
of its key commitments under the agreement. 

The funeral was not open to the public in order to 
maintain health protocols over the novel coronavirus 
pandemic, the defense ministry said. Some “say we 
can make the enemy not have enmity (towards us) 
through talking. That is not possible,” said the supreme 
leader’s representative at the defense ministry, Ziaodin 
Aghajanpour, standing next to Fakhrizadeh’s coffin. 
“Why? Because the enemies are against the basis of 
the Islamic republic system,” he added. — Agencies  
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