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News in brief

Israel strikes Hamas positions 

JERUSALEM: The Israeli military said yesterday
it carried out overnight strikes on Hamas targets
in the Gaza Strip after incendiary balloons were
launched across the border from the Palestinian
enclave. The army said the strikes were “retalia-
tion” for the launching of multiple balloons from
the Hamas-run enclave in recent days. Jets, attack
helicopters and tanks struck a number of Hamas
targets including “underground infrastructure and
observation posts,” a statement said. Fire services
in southern Israel said the balloons caused 60 fires
on Tuesday alone but reported no casualties. Ex-
plosives tied to balloons and kites first emerged
as a weapon in Gaza during intense protests in
2018, when the makeshift devices drifted across
the border daily, causing thousands of fires in Is-
raeli farms and communities. Israel has closed its
Kerem Shalom goods crossing with the Gaza Strip
in response to the recent balloon launches.—AFP 

Chad president named ‘marshal’ 

N’DJAMENA: Chadian President Idriss Deby Itno
was named a marshal, the first in his country’s his-
tory, in ceremonies on Tuesday to mark the 60th
anniversary of independence from France. Deby,
a 68-year-old general who came to power in 1990,
was given the honor by the National Assembly,
where his party holds a strong majority, after he
led an offensive against jihadists in April. “You are
an icon and a symbol for Chad,” the speaker of the
assembly, Haroun Kabadi, said. Deby said the
prestigious military rank was awarded for a “feat
of arms” and he dedicated the tribute “to all my
brothers in arms”. “The threat of terrorism is still
there, and it is ruthless,” he warned.  “The fight
against terrorism is a vital imperative and will re-
main at the core of our concerns.” —AFP 

6 killed in Ethiopia region

ADDIS ABABA: At least six people have been
killed in southern Ethiopia this week in unrest re-
lated to a bid to establish a new federal region,
officials and a rights body said Tuesday.  The vi-
olence in the Wolaita zone-which one official said
left as many as 16 dead-marks the latest bout of
ethnic unrest since Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed,
winner of last year’s Nobel Peace Prize, took of-
fice in 2018. Protests kicked off Sunday in
Wolaita after police began detaining senior
politicians from the Wolaita ethnic group who
have been campaigning to create their own re-
gion, a move permitted under Ethiopia’s consti-
tution. “Security forces in Wolaita Zone appear
to have used excessive force in confronting pro-
testers, killing at least six people on August 10,
2020,” the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission
(EHRC), a government body, said in a statement
Tuesday.— AFP 

Family of slain Black man sues 

DENVER: The family of a 23-year-old Black man
who died after a violent encounter with Aurora,
Colorado, police officers filed a civil rights lawsuit
against the city and its police on Tuesday, alleging
murder and routine use of excessive force against
Black people. The man, Elijah McClain, was walk-
ing on the street alone in August 2019 when he
was stopped by three officers based on a report
that he was “being suspicious.” According to the
complaint, the officers held him in two carotid
holds around his neck, tackled him although he
presented no physical threat, and medics attend-
ing to him administered an overdose of the seda-
tive ketamine which left him unconscious. McClain
died days later in the hospital. — Reuters

PARIS: Branded a “no-go zone” by Fox News in the
wake of the 2015 Charlie Hebdo attacks, the Goutte
d’Or neighborhood of northern Paris has long been
shunned by outsiders as a den of crime, prostitution
and drugs. Locals say the image is one-sided and
unfair, and entrepreneurs and artists have taken it
upon themselves to promote the area’s bustling
Afrocentric vibe with shoppers and tourists alike.

“I want people to discover the treasures of this
place, beyond the fact that the roads are dirty and
the buildings run down,” said Jacqueline Ngo Mpii,
founder of the company “Little Africa” offering
guided tours of the Goutte d’Or since 2015. “It is a
neighborhood of prostitution and drug sales, but it
is also a neighborhood where renowned creators
work, where African popular culture is based, and
a neighborhood adored by its inhabitants!” says the
Cameroon-born Frenchwoman.

The Goutte d’Or is a stone’s throw from the em-
blematic artists’ quarter of Montmartre and its
Sacre Coeur basilica but in some ways it is a world
apart. A dramatic change from the tourist trinkets
and postcard stands that line the streets of Mont-
martre, the working-class neighborhood boasts
over 300 shops and restaurants dedicated to

African fashion and gastronomy. The alluring whiffs
of Senegalese, Malian, Beninese and Togolese cui-
sine waft through its streets, which dazzle with win-
dow after window of brightly-colored African
traditional fabrics.

‘Flavor of Paris’ 
Once outside the walls of inner Paris, the Goutte

d’Or was incorporated into the city in the 1860s and
populated in large part by
successive waves of immi-
grants, mainly from French-
speaking Africa, who continue
being regarded as outsiders,
said Ngo Mpii. “You can see
that with time, it stayed that
way in the mentality of the
Parisians a bit.”

During France’s strict lock-
down to contain the coron-
avirus pandemic, the area was often shown on
television as a place where people flouted the rules,
which critics say contributed to its vilification at a
time that France is asking itself tough questions
about race. The country has seen numerous
protests over alleged police violence following the

deaths of two men in police custody in circum-
stances reminiscent of the killing of African-Amer-
ican George Floyd in the United States.

A large, colorful graffiti work in the Goutte d’Or
neighborhood reads “Police everywhere, justice
nowhere”-a popular slogan at the recent anti-
racism rallies, and a sign that tensions remain high.
Patrick Banks, an African-American entrepreneur

originally from the Californian
city of Oakland, has lived in
Paris for several years, and
discovered the history of the
Goutte d’Or on one of Ngo
Mpii’s tours. “Paris is diverse,
is one of the most beautiful
cities in the world, but if you
don’t experience (all its
neighborhoods) you’re miss-
ing so much of what gives the

flavour of Paris,” he said. 
In the heart of the Goutte d’Or, brothers Yous-

souf and Mamadou Fofana, who have Senegalese
roots, run the renowned fashion brand “Maison
Chateau Rouge” that has paraded down the run-
ways of Paris Fashion Week and sells its street-wear

creations in London, Tokyo and Beijing. Youssouf
Fofana said he found it astounding “that one still has
to demonstrate in 2020 for things to change”, and
regretted that so many African creators struggle to
make it until they are validated by a big white name
in the commercial world.

‘Diversity is wealth’ 
Less than 100 meters away, the owner of the

shop and brand “Mazalay Couture”, Alexandre
Zongo, is overwhelmed by orders. “People come
from very far to my shop, and I actually have a
clientele that is more European than African,” said
the tailor, who works in the traditional Faso Dan
Fani cloth of his native Burkina Faso.

“They could have gone to the Marais but they
are here,” he said, referring to a chic neighbour-
hood in central Paris. Ngo Mpii’s business, like so
many others, has been hard hit by coronavirus pre-
vention measures that have made tours difficult, and
tourists scarce. She has applied to the Paris tourist
office to set up a virtual tour of the Goutte d’Or.
“We need to show who we are so that people can
change their view and their mentality,” she said.
“This diversity is a... wealth for France.”— AFP 

Paris’s ‘Little Africa’ fights back 
against racism and stereotypes 

The Goutte d’Or neighborhood shunned as a den of crime

PARIS: On August 12, 2000, the Kursk nuclear sub-
marine, pride of Russia’s Northern Fleet, sank after a
torpedo exploded, and the fate of its 118 crew capti-
vated the nation until the tragic conclusion nine days
later. Here is a look back at the events 20 years ago in
what remains the Russian navy’s worst-ever disaster.

Submarine sinks 
On that Saturday morning, the Kursk, a huge 154-

meter-long submarine, takes part in naval exercises
in the Barents Sea on the borders between Russia and
Norway. At 11:28 am local time Norwegian seismog-
raphers register a major explosion followed by a sec-
ond more powerful one two minutes later. The
Russian navy locates the vessel at dawn on Sunday.
All radio contact with the crew is lost. The only
recording will be the SOS signal one seaman onboard
the submarine makes by banging against the hull of
the craft. Towards the end of the day the navy deploys
a first mini-submarine manned by rescuers, but it col-
lides with the wreckage of the Kursk and has to re-
turn immediately.

Rejecting Western aid  
“Technical problems” is the terse summary the

Russian navy uses on August 14 to announce the ac-
cident to the public, after a two-day delay. Russia’s
navy chief says the main theory of events “is an ex-
plosion in the first torpedo hatch”, which would have
led to the submarine sinking in neutral waters 150
kilometers from the coastal town of Severomorsk, the
Northern Fleet’s main base. The navy says the vessel
has shut down its nuclear engines and is not carrying
any nuclear weapons. No radioactive leak is
recorded.

According to the navy, the crew-trapped 108 me-
ters down at the bottom of the Barents Sea-has
enough oxygen to last until August 18. Despite con-
cerns for the sailors, Russia refuses offers of help
from Britain, Norway and the United States. With
only old or unsuitable equipment, and battling a vio-

lent storm, the Russians pursue their rescue efforts
alone, ratcheting up a series of failures.

Putin on holiday 
Meanwhile Russia’s President Vladimir Putin con-

tinues his holiday in the Black Sea resort of Sochi. He
waits until August 16 before making his first state-
ment, appearing in casual dress, describing the situ-
ation as “critical”. “Our experts say that we have
everything we need,” he is quoted by Interfax as say-
ing. But just hours later he speaks with US counter-
part Bill Clinton on the telephone to discuss the
rescue mission. Finally Russia accepts help from
Britain and requests assistance from Norway, though
Putin does not cut short his holiday and his “deafen-
ing” silence draws media fire.

“From the word go, the rescue operation should
have been not only the number one concern of the
rescue teams but of the whole of the state,” says the
daily Izvestiya. The press accuses the military of lies
and questions the cost of human life in post-commu-
nist Russia. As the uncertainty drags on, families of
the trapped sailors describe their anguish as a living
“hell”. “Each television news report is like a stay of
execution,” says one woman whose commander hus-
band is on board. On August 18, Putin returns to
Moscow. The chances of a successful rescue “are

very small, but they exist”, he says.

All dead 
On August 21, after 30 hours, Norwegian divers

manage to open the submarine’s airlock. The interior
of the Kursk is completely flooded. All the seamen are
dead. The following day in Vidyayevo, the small coastal
navy village and home base for the Kursk, the crew
members’ families gather and Putin faces the criticisms
of tearful widows. A day of national mourning is de-
clared on August 23, but the bereaved families refuse
to take part. Putin says he bears “a feeling of full re-
sponsibility and a feeling of guilt for this tragedy”.

Cruel evidence 
The Russian prosecutor’s office concludes its in-

vestigation in July 2002 declaring no one can be held
responsible. It says the accident resulted from an ex-
plosion in one of the submarine’s torpedo tubes
caused by volatile fuel and the crew could not be
saved. They died at the latest eight hours after the
blast. A scribbled note by one officer, discovered in
October 2000 in the man’s pocket when rescue
workers raised his body from the sub, provides cruel
evidence that at least 23 sailors survived several
hours after the explosion, having tried to seek safety
in the vessel’s rear.—AFP 

The Kursk: Russia’s 
deep-sea drama 

VIDYAYEVO: This file photo shows the Russian nuclear powered Kursk submarine (left) at its base in
Vidyayevo. — AFP 

The image
one-sided 
and unfair

BAGHDAD: Iraq cancelled a ministerial
visit and summoned Turkey’s ambassador
as it blamed Ankara for a drone strike that
killed two high-ranking Iraqi officers on
Tuesday. Iraqi officials labeled the strike
a “blatant Turkish drone attack” in the
autonomous Kurdish region in northern
Iraq, where Ankara has for weeks been
raiding militant positions.

Two border guard battalion com-
manders and the driver of their vehicle
were killed, the army said in a statement,
marking the first Iraqi troop deaths since
Turkey launched the cross-border oper-
ation in mid-June against Kurdistan

Workers’ Party (PKK) rebels. Iraq’s for-
eign ministry-which had already sum-
moned the Turkish envoy twice over the
military action on its soil-said the ambas-
sador would this time be given “a letter of
protest with strong words” rejecting such
aggression.

The ministry also confirmed the Turk-
ish defense minister would no longer be
welcomed today. Ihsan Chalabi, the
mayor of nearby Sidakan in the north of
Arbil province, told AFP that the drone
strike in the Pradost region targeted
“Iraqi border guard commanders while
they were in meetings with PKK fight-
ers”.  Witnesses had reported clashes
earlier in the day between PKK and Iraqi
forces, and local sources said the drone
strike targeted an emergency meeting
called to try to calm the tension. The Iraqi
presidency earlier denounced “a danger-
ous violation of Iraqi sovereignty” and
called on Ankara to “stop all its military
operations” in the region. —AFP 

BASRA: An Iraqi youth dives into the Shatt Al-Arab river in the southern
port city of Basra. — AFP 

MATO GROSSO, Brazil: Smoke rises from an illegal fire in Amazon rainforest
reserve, north of Sinop in Mato Grosso state, Tuesday. — AFP 

Iraq fumes over 
Turkish deadly 
drone strike 

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazilian President
Jair Bolsonaro has said it is a “lie” that
fires are ravaging the Amazon rainforest,
despite data from his own government
showing the number of blazes is rising.
The far-right leader has faced interna-
tional condemnation for presiding over
huge fires and rising deforestation in the
Amazon-criticism he took issue with in
a speech to a video conference of coun-
tries that share the world’s biggest rain-
forest. “Tropical rainforest doesn’t catch
fire. So this story that the Amazon is
burning is a lie, and we have to fight it
with real numbers,” he said Tuesday.

Yet satellite data from Brazil’s na-

tional space agency, INPE, show the
number of forest fires in the Brazilian
Amazon last month rose 28 percent
from July 2019, to 6,803. Experts say
the fires are typically not sparked natu-
rally, but set by humans to clear land il-
legally for farming and ranching. Last
year, huge fires devastated the Amazon
from May to October, sending a thick
haze of black smoke all the way to Sao
Paulo, thousands of kilometers away.

The fires triggered worldwide alarm
over a forest seen as vital to curbing
climate change. Experts warn this
year’s dry season, which is just getting
started, could see even more fires. The
scrutiny is pressuring Bolsonaro, who
has called for protected Amazon lands
to be opened up to mining and agricul-
ture. He has deployed the army to the
Amazon basin, 60 percent of which is
in Brazil, to fight fires and deforesta-
tion, declared a ban on agricultural
fires and launched a task force to com-
bat the problem.—AFP 

Amazon fires 
‘a lie’: Brazil’s 
Bolsonaro 


