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KUWAIT:  A group of restaurant and small business owners staged a gathering on Tuesday, calling for urgent government action to fulfill its promises to compensate
them in order to help them deal with massive financial losses incurred due to measures taken to prevent the COVID-19 spread. Police told the gatherers to leave the
Irada Square because they failed to obtain permission to stage their sit-in there, so they moved to Souq Sharq’s parking lot then drove all the way to Seif Palace. 

— Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

What makes our existence on earth interest-
ing is that ours is a dynamic and ever-
changing life. One must adapt to constant

changes according to the everlasting cliche, which is
“always expect the unexpected”. Life sometimes
calls for ignorance - ignoring persons, ignoring acts
and ignoring talk, and this makes one resort to get-
ting accustomed to smart ignorance, because not
everything deserves your attention.

God created people from water and clay. Some
had more water than mud so they turned into rivers,
while some had more mud than water and turned
into stone. It will be smart that you create a small
hole in your life in which you dump mistakes of your
friends, and it is important to forget where the hole
is so you do not go back to it when a dispute erupts.

If you look deeply in what goes in life, you may
find that happiness is not the spouse, kids, friends,
travel, luxury or homes. Happiness as a whole is in
your contact with God and your dealings with Him.
Train yourself on referring to God so the connection
remains between you and God. We must realize that
most of the comfort is not keeping an eye on others,
and half of good manners is not to interfere in what
is not your business, and half of wisdom is silence.

Who is among us who does not have a sad story
within him - a person who suffered from others
who they loved and may be still suffering, and a
person who became tired of sacrificing without
getting the fruits of it! A person who cries every
day for persons who left this world; a person who
suffers from being a stranger even while being
among members of his family!

There are those who may find themselves among
the abovementioned lines - this is “dunia” (the cur-
rent temporary life on earth), and that is why it is
called “dunia”. Just take a deep breath and say
“thank you my Lord”! It is amazing how the chicken
lays a cheap egg but fills the space with clucks, while
a fish lays thousands of very expensive caviar and
remains silent - the wisdom here is keep silent and
let your achievements speak.

How beautiful it is when strangers become
friends by fate, and how difficult it is when friends
become strangers all of a sudden! No one will be
humble unless he is self-confident, and those who
are boastful know that they have an inferiority com-
plex. You can own everything that you desire in this
life, but remember that one day you will leave it the
same way you arrived: with nothing. 

The ever-changing life
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By Abdellatif Sharaa

In my view

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Residents of homes built along Kuwait’s coastal
areas are facing numerous issues related to the public’s use
of beaches. Kuwait Times spoke to some of the residents to
learn more about the problems they encounter. 

Laila and her family moved to a seaside home in Messila
in 1975, one of the first families to move to the area. “When
we moved to this area, we didn’t have neighbors. Even the
roads were not built yet and there was no electricity as well.
The area was quiet even when more people moved to live
here, until a few years ago when a restaurant complex
opened here. More people started coming and using the
beach, and it became dirty. It’s the right of people to use the
beach, but they should keep it clean and not litter,” she
complained to Kuwait Times.

“I go daily with my family or neighbors to clean the
beach of people’s trash. Sometimes we pay workers to clean
the beach - we get tens of plastic bags full of waste collect-
ed from the beach. The beach here is very narrow when it’s
high tide, which will then make the sea filthy. We have even
found syringes thrown on the beach by drug addicts and
empty bottles of alcohol. When the government allows peo-
ple to use the beaches in our neighborhood, they also
should ensure to clean it, or close it for residents only and
we will clean it,” added Laila. 

Visitors to the area often move beyond the public beach
area - which is legally open to all - and into the private
property of residents. “Last week I found five children
swimming in my pool, and they didn’t want to leave. Also
last year, some girls wearing bikinis were swimming in my
pool as well,” she explained, noting that she did not know
any of the children. During the full curfew in May, visitors
invaded private spaces repeatedly. “I had to call the police
three times to make people sitting in my garden and on my
grass to leave,” she added.

Violations have spread to the sea. “We go to rescue
stingrays that are trapped in illegal fishing traps. Some peo-
ple also use special weapons to kill the stingrays. And all
these behaviors are damaging the environment - both the
beach and the sea,” said Laila.

Yasmeen is a resident of Messila as well and has experi-
enced a plethora of problems related to visitors on the
nearby public beach. “No one has trespassed into my gar-
den, but many times we have been disturbed by loud music
or other behaviors of people. Some people who come for
fishing in our area are respectful of the beach and take with
them everything they bring when they leave. But there are
many others who leave their trash behind them and simply
leave,” she pointed out.

“The Municipality said their cleaners only clean the

roads but not the beaches. So we have to clean this garbage
ourselves almost daily. We even placed trash bins on the
beach to encourage beachgoers to throw their waste in
them, but after a few days, somebody stole the bins. We
suggest the government develops the seaside and charges
nominal fees for entry, providing facilities such as chairs,
changing rooms, toilets and so on. This way the beaches will
be cleaned daily,” stressed Yasmeen.

Sundus, a resident of Bidaa coastal area, has also faced
violations of her property. “Somebody stole my kayak that
was in the yard of my house. A few weeks ago, someone
stole my child’s bicycle that was in the garden. People do
not respect the privacy of our houses. Since they allow peo-
ple to use the beaches, the government should also provide
the neighborhood with guards who have the authority to
hand fines to violators,” she noted.

Littering of beaches and public spaces is a widespread
and well-known problem in Kuwait. Despite efforts by local
non-government organizations to organize beach clean-ups
and awareness campaigns, many visitors to public parks
and beaches still leave large amounts of trash behind.
“Almost daily, we the residents of this neighborhood have to
clean the beach of all kinds of waste left behind by beach-
goers. This includes dog litter, dirty diapers and many other
disgusting stuff,” Sundus said. 

“Furthermore, our families are annoyed by the jet skis
approaching the beach, which is not allowed, mainly to
harass girls sitting on the beach. Once I called the police,
but before the police arrived, the jet skiers were gone. Also,
it’s forbidden for vehicles to drive on the beach, but many
people do so. The Municipality blocked the access point so
they cannot drive, but they found another way. These viola-
tors should be ticketed, but police don’t have enough per-
sonnel to do this,” Sundus further complained.

The gross negligence by many visitors to clean up after
themselves has led residents in some areas to block public
beach access or cordon off empty lots as a way to prevent
visitors from reaching the beach. The measures have led to
greater dissatisfaction on both sides and a rise in conflict, as
well as an added burden for the Municipality, which is
required by law to remove all obstacles blocking beach
access. A solution will require greater public awareness and
more adherence to anti-littering efforts from all those
involved.

Limited oil leak
near 7th Ring Road
KUWAIT: Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) said on Tuesday
that a limited oil spill was detected near the 18th km of the
Seventh Ring Road. On its Twitter account, the company
added that the relevant authorities dealt with the leak,
affirming that the situation was safe and under control.
The emergency teams, in coordination with the state’s
concerned bodies, dealt with the leak in accordance with
the procedures and plans applied in such cases, it said,
noting that work was underway to isolate the source of
the leakage. The company stressed that it is keen on abid-
ing by all regulations pertaining to health, safety, security
and environment in such cases.  —KUNA

GCC chief calls
experts to inspect
safer oil tanker
RIYADH: Secretary General of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf on Tuesday called upon a team of
experts to inspect the FSO Safer oil tanker in Yemen to avoid
a serious environmental disaster. Hajraf made the remark
while meeting with the Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-
General for Yemen Martin Griffiths to discuss the latest
developments in Yemen, the GCC Secretariat said in a state-
ment. The statement added that Hajraf confirmed in the meet-
ing the GCC’s role in supporting an end to the Yemeni crisis
through a political solution, according to the references rep-
resented by the Gulf initiative with its implementation mech-
anism, the outcomes of the comprehensive National Dialogue
Conference, Security Council Resolution 2216. Hajraf wel-
comed the steps taken to implement this agreement and form
a new government, expressing appreciation for the efforts of
Griffiths to end the Yemeni crisis according to the three ref-
erences. Meanwhile, Griffiths deeply appreciates the efforts
made by Hajraf to support the efforts of the UN, considering
that this confirms the GCC’s keenness to reach a political
solution to the Yemeni crisis. —KUNA

Beach-side residents demand
action against repeated violations

People forced to clean front yards from waste left by beachgoers

Visitors 
trespass 

into private
properties

Drunk man assaults
girlfriend, police
KUWAIT: An inebriated Kuwaiti man was arrested
for assaulting his girlfriend and policemen, said secu-
rity sources. Case papers indicate that a Kuwaiti
woman called the police reporting that a drunken
man had barged into her apartment and assaulted
her. Reporting to the scene and knocking at the
woman’s door, policemen were surprised by the
assailant who opened the door and assaulted them as
well. Backup was dispatched to control the situation.
Initial investigations showed that the couple had
been having an affair and the woman decided to
break up with her boyfriend, so he barged into her
apartment under the effect of alcohol to retaliate. A
case was filed. 

Two suicides
Two suicide cases were recently reported in

Mahboula and Jaber Al-Ali respectively, said security
sources. The first case was reported by a passerby
who spotted someone hanging from a tree, and after
approaching him, he discovered he was dead. The
second case was reported by a Kuwaiti man, who
found his driver hanging inside his room outside the
sponsor’s house.

Theft at clinic
A female secretary working at a plastic surgery

clinic in the Capital governorate was arrested for
stealing money from a patient’s purse, said security
sources. Case papers indicate that a Kuwaiti woman
discovered the loss of her money while at the clinic
and called the police. The owner was interrogated and
denied knowing anything about the matter. However,
on checking CCTV videos, detectives found the thief
was the secretary and receptionist, who was arrested
and referred to relevant authorities. 

Harasser taught a lesson
Fed up with a Kuwaiti man’s harassment and

chasing her vehicle till her doorstep, a woman called
her father telling him about the man chasing her. The
father waited for him at her house, where he taught
him a lesson and handed him over to the police. A
case was filed and further investigations are in
progress. 

Financial dispute
An Indian man reported that three unidentified

people with whom he had been having financial dis-
putes lured him into a basement and tried to force
him to sign a promissory note. They then beat and
threatened him. The man denied knowing his
assailants but said he knew those who sent them to
settle the financial dispute. He added that he refused
signing the promissory note and managed to escape.
A search is on for the assailants.


