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Deputy Amir congratulates 
Finance Minister on house trust

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown 
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah con-
gratulated Finance Minister Barrak Al-Sheetan for winning 
the parliament’s confidence yesterday. He commended 
Sheetan for his answers of queries in an interpellation held 
on August 4, as well as the democratic practice by the par-
liament members. Meanwhile, His Highness Sheikh Nawaf 
received at Bayan Palace yesterday National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, as well as Kuwait News 
Agency’s Board Chairman and Director General Sheikh 
Mubarak Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah.  

The National Assembly had rejected Wednesday a no-
confidence motion against Sheetan with 32 members sup-
porting him. Sheetan was opposed by 12 members while 
three lawmakers abstained. Article 144 of the parliament’s 
bylaw states that majority of the house, excluding the minis-
ters, could topple the minister. Sheetan said the confidence 
of the house was an “important push” for him to develop the 
financial system of the nation, address shortcomings, stop 
over-spending in the budget, and develop businesses and 
resources. Addressing the parliament, Sheetan said the gov-
ernment would employ citizens to run the state’s institutions 
with the objective of developing the financial system. He 
reiterated that citizens’ salaries and rights “will not be 
touched as long as I am a Finance Minister.” — KUNA 

Sheikh Nawaf receives parliament speaker

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Kuwait News Agency’s Board Chairman and 
Director General Sheikh Mubarak Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister 
Khaled Al-Jarallah yesterday underlined the 
importance of the Kuwait-Iraq Joint Committee 
meeting, due at the end of this month. Jarallah 
made the remarks while chairing a meeting that 
gathered representatives of state departments 
to coordinate for the committee meeting, a for-
eign ministry statement said. He called for 
boosting partnership between Iraq and Kuwait 
to serve interests of the two countries and their 
people. —  KUNA

Preparations 
underway 
for Kuwait-Iraq 
committee meeting

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah chairs a meeting yesterday to prepare for the Kuwait-Iraq Joint Committee meeting. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in 
Kuwait, participated in recognizing the winners of the 
KON Social Entrepreneurship Program during the vir-
tual ceremony held online to commemorate the con-
clusion of the program’s first phase. Zain’s participa-
tion came as part of the company’s Gold sponsorship 
of the program and its extended strategic partnership 
with LOYAC, a non-profit organization that aims at 
developing youth’s talents and skills. 

Zain’s Gold sponsorship of KON for the third year 
running came as part of its strategic partnership with 
LOYAC, which continues this year for over 16 consec-
utive years. The partnership comes in line with the 
company’s corporate sustainability and social respon-
sibility strategy, which centers around the develop-
ment of the education and youth sectors, especially in 
regard to nurturing and developing entrepreneurial 
skills within the youth.  

Commenting on the first phase’s conclusion, 

Waleed Al-Khashti, Zain Kuwait’s Chief Corporate 
Communications and Relations Officer, said: “With the 
closing of the first phase of the KON Social 
Entrepreneurship Program, we saw great passion 
within students to learn new entrepreneurship skills. 
They have exerted amazing efforts into developing 
their skills and make use of their time at home to invest 
in themselves.” 

Khashti explained: “The KON Social 
Entrepreneurship Program achieved great success in 
previous years, where our youth displayed great pas-
sion and ambition to develop their skills and enter the 
world of business via small enterprises. This is espe-
cially true as KON is brought to Kuwait in collabora-
tion with Babson College in Boston, considered the 
most prestigious entrepreneurship college in the 
United States and the number one institution in the 
world for entrepreneurship education.” 

Khashti further added: “We did not allow the 
unusual circumstances imposed by the COVID-19 
outbreak to stop us from further supporting the pro-
gram, which came this year in a fully online form. 
This has reflected the pivotal role played by technol-
ogy in empowering active communication between 
people and achieving productivity even in such 
unusual times.” 

Khashti continued: “We are proud to continue the 
strategic partnership between Zain and LOYAC for the 

sixteenth consecutive year. Today, LOYAC is consid-
ered one of the top national projects dedicated to 
empowering Kuwait’s youth and progressing their 
skills with world-class programs, while offering them 
the appropriate environment to develop their talents 
within a social, educational, and fun setting. This per-
fectly goes in line with our strategy at Zain to achieve 
sustainability within the youth sector.” 

Khashti concluded: “I would like to thank LOYAC’s 
young mentors who empowered the students to dis-
cover their potential and led them into success in spite 
of the current circumstances. We can’t wait to see 
KON’s newest success stories in the next phases.” 

This year, the KON Social Entrepreneurship 
Program witnessed the participation of 32 bright stu-
dents aged 12-16 years, who formed seven different 
teams each with an innovative idea for a socially 
responsible and profitable business that tackles an 

issue within the local community.  
Recently, Zain organized a virtual workshop for 

KON’s participants, where Khalid Al Amiri, an entre-
preneur and alumni of the Zain Great Idea tech startup 
accelerator program, took part in sharing great tips 
with the students on how to creatively preset their 
business ideas online through Zoom and record their 
presentations in preparation of presenting them to the 
judging panel.  

Zain is proud to be one of the strategic partners of 
LOYAC since its inception, especially that it is consid-
ered one of the most prominent national programs that 
cater to the youth and offers them a healthy and 
empowering environment to develop their skills and 
talents in an educational, fun, and social atmosphere.  

Zain believes in the development of the communities 
in which it operates, and it is a very important part of 
the company’s overall success. The company considers 
education as a core element in the community develop-
ment process, and it will continue to support it to con-
tribute to the further progress of the country’s youth.  

Since its inception in 2002, LOYAC has grown to 
be the first choice of the youth in Kuwait when it 
comes to innovative and high-quality educational pro-
grams. LOYAC runs several programs for the youth to 
develop their professional skills, enhance their person-
al growth and to help them find their sense of purpose 
by extending themselves to others.
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and as most of the sessions will be used to debate the 

budgets and final accounts, it remains doubtful if the 
grillings can be debated. 

During the debate before the no-confidence vote, the 
griller MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said the “document” initiated 
by the minister to raise non-oil revenues is the most danger-
ous document ever and those who claim it does not exist 
are trying to cover up for the minister. He said Kuwait’s rat-
ings have been lowered twice during Sheetan’s short tenure 
and if this happened in any other Gulf state, he would have 
been sacked. 

MP Adel Al-Dhamkhi defended the minister, saying 
Sheetan is known for his “clean hands” and that cases 
against suspected corruption have been initiated only when 

he was appointed to the post. He said the document only 
includes a number of ideas and that the minister has repeat-
edly pledged to protect citizens’ incomes. 

He claimed that the minister has been a target by the 
“deep state” which has controlled the country and covered 
up for criminals, adding that “we are with the people and 
the minister is against the deep state”. Damkhi said value-
added tax cannot be implemented without the approval of 
the National Assembly or an emergency decree by HH the 
Amir, and called on MPs to act as real statesmen by back-
ing necessary reforms without undermining the pockets of 
citizens. 

MP Mubarak Al-Hajraf charged the minister of being the 
driving force behind the economic document which “will 
destroy the peoples’ income”, adding that the document is 
on track for implementation and the situation is grave. Hajraf 
said as the Assembly has rejected the no-confidence 
motion against the minister, it means it has approved the 
government’s document. MP Mohammad Hayef said the 
“economic document consists of proposals and the minister 
has pledged not to touch the pockets of citizens, and if he 
does not fulfill his promises, we will grill the prime minister”.
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visas for a year will not be able to renew them any 

further, unless the current instructions are annulled. 
“This will help resolve the demographic imbalance 
problem, Kuwaitize administrative and supervisory jobs 
in the private sector and enable the manpower authori-
ty to control marginal laborers in the country,” the 
sources highlighted.  

Recent statistics revealed that the total number of 
expats aged 60 without a university degree in the pri-
vate sector is 83,562 including 15,847 who are illiterate, 
24,000 who can only read and write, 10,000 with a 
primary education, 16,000 who have middle school 
education and 16,000 with high school education.  

Meanwhile, well-informed sources told Al-Jarida 
daily that the residency bill approved by the Cabinet 
and submitted to HH the Deputy Amir pending referral 

to the parliament will give expats five years of contin-
uous residency in Kuwait, while investors and real 
estate owners will be allowed 10 continuous years of 
residency.  

The sources added that the bill will be effective 
upon approval by the parliament. Kuwaiti women, who 
were not originally granted citizenship by marriage to 
Kuwaitis, will be able to grant their non-Kuwaiti hus-
bands and children residency, provided none of them 
works for a government body. The new bill also allows 
domestic helpers to stay out of the country for only 
four months instead of the current six months.  

As for expat parents’ residencies, the sources said 
the residency affairs directorate has so far not issued 
any decisions on suspending the renewal of article 22 
residency visas (dependent visas), and therefore they 
can still be renewed until further notice.  

The sources said the manpower authority will start 
rejecting work permit applications of marginal labor-
ers and those older than 60, as they can get residen-
cy visas based on those work permits. “Article 22 res-
idency visas can still be transferred online to article 
18 visas upon the director’s approval”, the sources 
added. —Al-Rai, Al-Qabas and Al-Jarida
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And if they win, the telegenic but tough Californian 

would almost certainly become the frontrunner in the race 
for the 2024 or 2028 Democratic nomination. Biden would 
be the oldest person to take the office, and there is broad 
speculation that should Biden win, he would serve one 
four-year term and prepare his deputy to succeed him. 

The former vice president is likely confident that Harris 
has the policy chops and governing experience to help 
lead from day one, and immediately step into the job as 
president if needed. Harris has shown herself to be more 

progressive than Biden - she backed Medicare for All ear-
ly on - prompting Trump to say Tuesday that she was “in 
favor of socialized medicine”.  

Trump poured scorn on Biden’s announcement, saying 
he was “surprised” at his choice given what Trump called 
Harris’ lackluster performance in the Democratic nomina-
tion race. He also attacked Harris for her role in the bruis-
ing confirmation hearings of Supreme Court Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh, calling her “the meanest, the most horrible, the 
most disrespectful of anybody in the US Senate”. 

But Harris, who beat out nearly a dozen other women 
to become the running mate, has shown she can parry 
such blows, a cherished quality for anyone facing an 
onslaught of negativity from a caustic president. During 
her own presidential campaign, she proved herself 
unafraid to speak her mind when she characterized Trump 
as a “criminal” living in the White House and called him a 
“predator”. — AFP 
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His campaign raised over $4 million and received 

support from pro-Israel groups. 
Omar has apologized for some of her statements 

about Israeli lobbying power, and her campaign 
said she had good reasons for missing some votes. 
Police reforms were a top campaign issue in Omar’s 
district, where George Floyd, a Black man, was 
killed in police custody in May, touching off nation-

wide protests. Omar called for restructuring the 
police department, while Melton-Meaux said the 
police function should be “more narrowly focused”. 

A refugee from Somalia, Omar quickly became a 
target of conservative critics after she was elected 
in 2018. Republicans rebuked her left-wing politics, 
and President Donald Trump has falsely accused 
her of supporting Al-Qaeda. Members of both par-
ties chided her for her comments on Israel.  

In Georgia, a Republican businesswoman who 
has made inflammatory comments about Muslims 
like Omar and expressed support for QAnon, 
Marjorie Taylor Greene, defeated neurosurgeon 
John Cowan in a primary runoff for an open 
House seat. — Reuters  
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