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Finance minister comfortably 
survives no-confidence vote

Lawmakers file to grill premier, education minister
By B Izzak 

 
KUWAIT: Finance Minister Barrak Al-
Sheetan comfortably survived a no-confi-
dence motion yesterday despite a concert-
ed campaign to unseat the minister, who 
has only been in office for the past few 
months and has already faced two grillings. 
Thirty-two MPs renewed their confidence 
in the minister, while 12 voted against him 
with three abstentions. Only elected MPs 
who are not Cabinet members are allowed 
to vote on no-confidence motions. 

Sheetan promised after the vote that the 
income of Kuwaiti citizens will not be 
touched as long as he is finance minister. 
But immediately after the vote, MP 
Abdulkarim Al-Kandari filed to grill HH the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah for alleged plans to tax citizens in the 
face of a deepening budget deficit and for 
allegedly mishandling the battle against the 
coronavirus. 

Kandari said the government had in fact 
taken a decision a few months ago to initi-
ate studies to raise charges on public 
services and the prime minister is directly 

responsible for such decisions and not the 
finance minister, and thus the premier 
should be held accountable. He said he 
believes that the government has failed to 
deal adequately with the coronavirus crisis 
despite solid popular backing and should 
be questioned for this. 

Three other MPs also filed two grillings 

to question Education Minister Saud Al-
Harbi for failure to run the ministry and 
employ bedoon (stateless) teachers. The 
grillings were filed by MPs Al-Humaidi Al-
Subaei, Khaled Abul and Awdah Al-
Awdah. With barely three to four weeks 
left for the current term of the Assembly  
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KUWAIT: The total number of res-
idents who lost their Kuwait resi-
dency visas because they failed to 
renew them online while out of the 
country has increased to around 
75,000, security sources told Al-
Rai daily, blaming the residents 
themselves or their sponsors for 
losing their visas as they had not 
seized the opportunity when the 
interior ministry opened online 
renewals.  

Responding to a question about 
families holding dependent visas 
sponsored by residents whose visas 
have been cancelled, the sources 
said authorities are waiting for a 
decision to resume visa issuance 
and flights to find suitable solutions 

for their problems by studying each 
case individually.  

In a related development, 
informed sources told Al-Qabas 
daily that the manpower authority 
has started implementing verbal 
instructions to renew work permits 
for expats aged 60 who do not hold 
university degrees for only one year, 
during which they must start 
preparing to leave the country, as 
they will not be able to renew their 
residencies the following year.  

The sources added that various 
labor departments have started 
implementing the new instructions, 
and expats in this category who 
managed to renew their residency  
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75,000 iqamas lapse; 
curbs on expats over 60 

KUWAIT: Finance Minister Barrak Al-Sheetan gestures after surviving a no-confidence 
motion yesterday at the National Assembly. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

HOUSTON: Former Vice President Joe Biden and Senator Kamala Harris speak 
in this Sept 12, 2019 file photo after the third Democratic primary at Texas 
Southern University. —AFP 

MINNEAPOLIS: Rep Ilhan Omar bumps elbows with supporters at a campaign 
stop in the Dinkytown neighborhood on Tuesday. — AFP 

BANGALORE: Policemen stand next to burnt police vehicles along a street 
yesterday after violence broke out overnight in the Devara Jevana Halli area 
following a derogatory Facebook post. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: US presidential hopeful 
Joe Biden named Senator Kamala Harris, a 
former rival in the White House race, as his 
running mate Tuesday, marking a historic 
first for American women of color. Biden’s 
announcement capped a months-long 
search for a Democratic partner to chal-
lenge President Donald Trump in 
November. Harris, who would become 
America’s first female and first black vice 
president if elected, is a “fearless fighter for 
the little guy, and one of the country’s finest 
public servants”, Biden, 77, said in revealing 
his running mate. “I’m proud now to have 
her as my partner in this campaign.” 

The decision, announced in typical 
2020 style on social media, was a crucial 
moment for Biden as he aims to build a 

broad coalition of voters to oust Trump 
from the White House. It also provided an 
early financial windfall he said, tweeting 
after the vice-president announcement 
that “we are on track to have our biggest 
fundraising day ever”. Harris, who at 55 is 
two decades Biden’s junior, could appeal 
to younger voters and women, particularly 
those in the suburbs who have been flee-
ing Trump. 

The former California attorney general 
is the first person of Indian descent in the 
running mate role, and personifies the 
diversity seen as key to building enthusi-
asm for the Democratic ticket, particularly 
in a year marked by a historic reckoning 
on race. Republican and staunch Trump 
supporter Sarah Palin - herself a former 

vice presidential nominee - congratulated 
Harris on Instagram and posted a lengthy 
list of advice for the campaign trail, includ-
ing keeping her allies close and staying 
true to herself. 

Harris, who ran for the 2020 
Democratic presidential nomination 
against Biden, said she was “honored” to 
join the ticket and would “do what it takes” 
to help him win. “@JoeBiden can unify the 
American people because he’s spent his 
life fighting for us. And as president, he’ll 
build an America that lives up to our 
ideals,” she tweeted. 

For Harris, being elevated onto a presi-
dential ticket is the political moment of a 
lifetime.  
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Biden picks Harris as White House running mate 

WASHINGTON: US Representative Ilhan 
Omar held off a well-funded challenger 
Tuesday and won the Democratic primary 
in her congressional district, putting her on 
track for re-election in November along 
with other members of the “Squad” of four 
liberal freshmen. Omar defeated attorney 
Antone Melton-Meaux, who had accused 
her of prioritizing her celebrity over her 
constituents, and several other challengers, 
the New York Times said. 

One of the first two Muslim women to be 
elected to Congress in 2018, Omar won 
57.2 percent of the vote Tuesday compared 
with 39.4 percent for Melton-Meaux in 
Minnesota’s 5th district, the Times said. She 
is likely to win again in November in the 
solidly Democratic district. “In Minnesota, 
we know that organized people will always 
beat organized money,” Omar, 37, said in a 
statement. “Despite outside efforts to 
defeat us, we once again broke turnout 
records.” 

Progressive Democrats have generally 
done well this primary cycle. With Omar’s 
victory, all four members  of the liberal 
group of congresswomen nicknamed the 
“Squad” are expected to be re-elected in 
the autumn. The best-known “Squad” mem-
ber, Representative Alexandria Ocasio-

Cortez of New York, dispatched a primary 
challenger in June. Last week 
Representative Rashida Tlaib won her pri-
mary, and the fourth Squad member, 
Representative Ayanna Pressley, is running 
unopposed in her primary in Massachusetts 
next month. 

Minnesota, Wisconsin, Connecticut, 
Vermont and Georgia all held primary elec-
tions for Congress on Tuesday. The out-
come will help set the stage for November 
elections to the House of Representatives 
and Senate that will determine the balance 
of power in Washington. Melton-Meaux, an 
attorney, criticized Omar for her comments 
on Israel, some of which have been seen as 
anti-Semitic, as well as her failure to show 
up for some House votes.  
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‘Squad’ sweep  
as Omar holds  
off challenger

BANGALORE: At least three people died 
in clashes with police in the Indian city of 
Bangalore overnight after a Facebook post 
offensive to Muslims sparked protests in 
which a police station was attacked, and a 
politician’s house and vehicles were 
torched. Unable to quell protesters using 

batons and tear gas, besieged officers 
opened fire as they risked being overpow-
ered during the violent unrest in a Muslim-
dominated neighborhood, the southern 
city’s police chief told Reuters yesterday, 
adding that 110 people had been arrested 
for alleged vandalism and attacking the 
police. 

A police official said an emergency law 
prohibiting gatherings had been imposed 
in Bangalore, with nearly 10,000 police 
reservists patrolling the streets to keep 
order. The city of 12 million people, best 
known as India’s Silicon Valley, is home to 
a sizeable Muslim community. Pant said the 

person responsible for the offensive post 
had been arrested. The post, which report-
edly involved Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), 
has since been deleted.  

“What was written about the Prophet 
(PBUH) is the working of a sick mind with an 
intention to create violence,” Congress Party 
lawmaker Dinesh Gundu Rao said on Twitter. 
Police gave the first name of the accused 
man as Naveen, and said he is the nephew of 
another Congress politician, whose house 
was attacked and burnt in the violence. The 
politician, R Akhanda Srinivasa Murthy, 
appealed for calm in a video message car-
ried by media. — Reuters 

Three killed in  
Bangalore over 
Facebook post


