
SILVERSTONE: Max Verstappen delivered Red
Bull’s first victory at Silverstone since 2012 on
Sunday when he made the most of a superior strate-
gy in sizzling conditions to beat both Mercedes and
claim victory in the 70th Anniversary Grand Prix.

It was the Dutchman’s first victory of the season
and the ninth of his career and the first time a race
had been won by a driver who did not start on pole
position in seven races since last year’s Mexican
Grand Prix.

Verstappen owed his victory to a team decision to
start the race on hard compound tyres while his main
rivals all launched from the grid on mediums, the two
Mercedes men struggling to manage tyre-wear
throughout the race.

During the race, Red Bull asked him to ease off,
but he replied saying “I don’t want to drive like a
grand-ma” before the team relented. Verstappen won
by 11.326 seconds ahead of championship leader and
six-time champion Lewis Hamilton who passed
Mercedes team-mate Valtteri Bottas in the closing
stages. The Finn finished third. “I didn’t see that com-
ing, but after the first stint it seemed we were really
good on tyres. I didn’t have any tyre issues at all - a
great day for us,” said Verstappen.

Hamilton said: “That was a massive challenge, but
congratulations to Red Bull. It was definitely unex-
pected to have the blistering (on tyres) as hard core
as that.” Bottas, who started from pole, said: “Very
frustrating for me, to start from pole and finish third.

“It’s not ideal and I think that as a team we were
sleeping at some points in the race. My strategy was
far from ideal.” Hamilton’s podium finish meant he
equalled Michael Schumacher’s career record of 155
podium finishes. It was also his record-extending
38th points scoring finish in a row.  

Charles Leclerc came home fourth after a sterling
drive for Ferrari ahead of Alex Albon in the second
Red Bull, Lance Stroll and his Racing Point team-

mate Nico Hulkenberg.
Esteban Ocon finished eighth for Renault ahead of

Lando Norris of McLaren and Daniil Kvyat of Alpha
Tauri. On a hot day, the track temperature was 43
degrees when the lights went out, Bottas clinging to
the lead from his 13th career pole position.

Unsurprisingly, Verstappen out-started
Hulkenberg to take third, the German making his first
start since last year after his call-up to replace
Covid-19 victim Sergio Perez.

At the front, Hamilton piled pressure on his team-
mate while at the back, after an unforced spin, Vettel
slipped to 20th and last for Ferrari. He was back up to
14th by lap nine as the pit-stops began and
Verstappen, like Vettel on hard tyres, began to close
in on the two Mercedes.

Almost immediately, Hamilton admitted “my rears
are finished” shortly before Bottas pitted, leaving
Hamilton to fend off Verstappen before he stopped to
take a new set of hards.

This gave Verstappen the initiative ahead of
Hulkenberg and Stroll with Bottas fourth, after re-
joining, and Hamilton fifth, adrift by 3.6 seconds. 

The ‘Hulk’ soon pitted and returned in seventh
as the race settled to await Verstappen’s need for
new rubber.

‘SOMETHING’S WRONG’
For Mercedes, it was a longer wait than expected.

By lap 25, he led Bottas by 17 seconds and Hamilton
by 20 with both battling rapid tyre-wear. Finally, on
lap 27, the Dutchman came in for mediums allowing
Bottas to pass him before he re-joined and swiftly re-
passed the Finn. 

In third, Hamilton reported blistering. As if in
response, Red Bull matched Mercedes’ tactics on lap
33 when both Bottas and the leader pitted for hard
compounds and Hamilton, with blisters, took the lead

with 19 laps to go.
“Something’s wrong with the car to make the left

rear do that, said Hamilton, who had an advantage of
11 seconds.  After his punctured win last week,
Hamilton was worried. 

“The tyres aren’t going to blow, right?” he asked.
For Hamilton, a stop was inevitable and it came

on lap 42 when he locked up as he entered the pit
lane.  Back on hards, he reeled off fastest laps in
pursuit before regaining third on lap 46 and then
second on lap 50. — AFP
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Bryce Menzies competes in the Mint 400 in Las Vegas, Nevada USA in 2020. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Ferro is the first 
champion as 
WTA Tour returns
PALERMO: France’s Fiona Ferro became the first
WTA champion in five months on Sunday as she
overpowered Anett Kontaveit 6-2 7-5 to win the
Palermo Ladies Open, the first Tour event to be
staged since the COVID-19 epidemic shut down the
sport.

Ferro went 10 matches unbeaten in regional
exhibition events after the Tour was suspended in
March, and continued to gather further momentum
with five more wins in Palermo this week as major
tennis returned in the Sicilian capital.

“I think it was my best match of the week,” the
23-year-old Ferro said after landing the second title
of her career with a dominant display. “I was feeling
relaxed... I don’t know why because it was a final! I
wasn’t really feeling pressure.”

Several exhibition events have taken place glob-
ally since the sport was halted in early March due to
the pandemic but the women’s claycourt tourna-
ment in Palermo was the first across both the elite
WTA and ATP tours in five months.

There were strict health protocols, including lim-
ited number of fans and no handshakes between
players after the match.

Players and officials underwent COVID-19 tests
every four days and one player who tested positive
pulled out of the tournament last weekend.

“I had a good intensity throughout the whole
match, I didn’t miss a lot, made a lot of winners, so
I’m really happy to have the trophy with me,” said
the Belgian-born Ferro.

She struck 51 winners and broke Kontaveit’s
serve five times in a clinical display as she clinched
the title on her second match point. — Reuters

Verstappen claims 70th Anniversary 
GP win as ‘sleeping’ Mercedes wilt

That was a massive challenge, but congratulations to Red Bull: Hamilton

SILVERSTONE: Winner Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen holds up the trophy on the podium
during the presentation for the F1 70th Anniversary Grand Prix at Silverstone in Northampton. The
race commemorates the 70th anniversary of the inaugural world championship race, held at
Silverstone in 1950.  — AFP

Australia pitches 
‘Super 8’ rugby with 
NZ, SAfrica, Japan
SYDNEY: Rugby Australia yesterday proposed a
Super 8 series with teams from New Zealand, South
Africa, Japan and Argentina to be played at the con-
clusion of either a domestic or trans-Tasman tour-
nament. The plan was unveiled as part of its drive to
secure a lucrative new broadcast deal, with the cur-
rent one running out at the end of the year. Its
vision includes options for either a domestic Super
Rugby competition, as is being played currently due
to the coronavirus pandemic, or a trans-Tasman one
from 2021. 

New Zealand last month suggested a new event
with its five existing teams, two to four from
Australia and one from the Pacific in a shake-up of
the struggling flagship southern hemisphere Super
Rugby tournament.

But there was little consultation and the plan
angered its SANZAAR partners, with Australia
insisting all of its teams — ACT Brumbies,
Queensland Reds, NSW Waratahs, Melbourne
Rebels and Western Force — must play.

Rugby Australia’s pitch includes a four-week
Super 8 tournament featuring the top two teams
from Australian, New Zealand and South African
Super Rugby, and the leading one from Japan’s Top

League and South America’s domestic tournament.
“We will do whatever is in the best interests of

Australian rugby and we’ve been working hard on a
variety of competition models, not just for Super
Rugby but for every level of the game,” said interim
Rugby Australia chief Rob Clarke.

He added that discussions had taken place with
the other countries, but gave no indication about
how the plan was received.

“We’re in no means cutting off our SANZAAR
partners and we’ll be looking to do things jointly
with them beyond the Rugby Championship wher-
ever possible,” he said.

“That said, we do need to have a competition
that has integrity to it and has an ability to grow our
game here in Australia and grow our fan base and
some of the options we’re looking at we believe will
do just that.”

Super Rugby was launched in 1996, emerging
from the amateur South Pacific Championship as a
10-team professional competition featuring clubs
from Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. 

Its 25th anniversary season this year has not
been one to celebrate, as the COVID-19 pandemic
not only halted cross-border competition but bru-
tally exposed its flawed format.

With 15 teams in five countries straddling 16 time
zones, it has long been criticised as unwieldy,
expensive to run, exhausting for elite players and
difficult for fans to follow. 

Part of the Australian broadcast package also
included an annual ‘State of Union’ clash between
New South Wales and Queensland, similar to rugby
league’s State of Origin. — AFP

O’Sullivan laments
world championship
‘morgue’ after 
beating Ding
LONDON: Five-time champion Ronnie O’Sullivan
ended Chinese star Ding Junhui’s world champi-
onship dream on Sunday at a Crucible Theatre ven-
ue he described as a “morgue” due to the ban on
spectators. The mercurial 44-year-old Englishman
won an enthralling high-quality second-round
encounter 13-10 to set up a quarter-final clash with
three-time champion Mark Williams.

O’Sullivan — who will be bidding for a first semi-
final appearance since losing to Mark Selby in the
2014 final — said playing in front of an empty audi-
torium was an unrewarding experience.

There were meant to be 300 fans allowed in
for each session but the pilot scheme was can-
celled by the government on the first day of the
championships because of new concerns over the
coronavirus.  

“It is better with the fans, of course it is,”
O’Sullivan told the BBC. “It is like playing in a
morgue out there. It feels like a village at the
moment, the players are much more relaxed, for the
top players it can be a nightmare.” 

O’Sullivan admitted he needed to pull himself
together as he battled to focus properly. “I am just
glad I found a way to try and compete with my
mind out there,” he said. “For a while I have been
going out and slapping the ball about having fun,
not caring if I won or lost. “Deep down I do care
but treat it like a bit of fun.”

Earlier Australia’s 2010 world champion Neil
Robertson set up an enticing quarter-final with
three-time winner Selby after completing an
impressive 13-9 victory over Barry Hawkins.

The 38-year-old made short work of Hawkins in
their final session having begun it locked at 8-8. He
won five of the six frames to clinch a place in the
quarter-finals for the eighth time. Selby will be a
formidable opponent but, with three titles this sea-
son, world number two Robertson will not be lack-
ing in confidence as he seeks to reach his first world
final since his stunning success a decade ago. 

Selby won their only previous meeting in the
championships, getting the better of ‘The Thunder
from Down Under’ 17-15 in the 2014 semi-finals.
Robertson said he had few concerns about facing
Selby as his “expectations are very high” for the
tournament.

Robertson said the virus-prompted shift from the
tournament’s usual April date meant playing condi-
tions were very different. “The table is playing very
heavy, it is very humid out there and it does not feel
like playing at Sheffield. “It feels like playing in Asia
and it is tough to screw the ball back.” Kyren
Wilson will play defending champion Judd Trump in
the last eight after he beat fellow Englishman Martin
Gould 13-9. — AFP

A great 
day for us


