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News in brief

Eleven from one family drown 

PANAMA CITY: Eleven people from one family died
Sunday in Panama when their home was swept away in
a flash flood as they slept, officials said. Nine of them
were minors, said Carlos Rumbo, head of the national
civil protection service. Two other people are missing
in the sudden rise of the Bejuco River in Veraguas
province west of Panama City. President Laurentino
Cortizo expressed his condolences on Twitter. The civil
protection service had warned Sunday of heavy
storms with lightning and gusting winds in much of the
Central American country. —AFP 

Gunmen kill eight in Niger 

KOURE, Niger: Gunmen on motorcycles killed eight
people including a group of French aid workers as
they visited a part of Niger popular with tourists for
its wildlife, officials said. “There are eight dead: two
Nigeriens including a guide and a driver, while the
other six are French,” the governor of the Tillaberi
region told AFP on Sunday. France confirmed its
nationals were among the dead, without giving a fig-
ure. French aid group ACTED said several of its work-
ers were among those killed during a tourist outing.
“Among the eight people killed in Niger, several were
Acted employees,” said the NGO’s lawyer Joseph
Breham. It is believed to be the first such attack on
Westerners in the area, a popular tourist attraction in
the former French colony thanks to its unique popula-
tion of West African or Niger giraffes. —AFP 

Taleban pledges peace talks 

KABUL: The Taleban said yesterday they were
ready to hold peace talks with the Afghan govern-
ment after a contentious prisoner exchange, which
authorities said would begin in the next two days.
“Our stance is clear, if the prisoner release is com-
pleted, then we are ready for the intra-Afghan talks
within a week,” Taleban spokesman Suhail Shaheen
said, adding that the first round of talks will be held
in Doha, Qatar. Thousands of prominent Afghans on
Sunday agreed to the release of hundreds of Taleban
prisoners accused of serious offences, overcoming a
key hurdle in starting negotiations. “The Afghan gov-
ernment will start releasing the 400 Taleban prison-
ers within two days,” National Security Council
spokesman Javid Fasial said. —AFP 

Journalist faces verdict 

ALGIERS: An Algerian journalist faces years in
prison if convicted yesterday in a trial rights groups
call a test of press freedom in a country recently
rocked by anti-government protests. Khaled
Drareni, 40, was arrested on March 29 on charges
of “inciting an unarmed gathering” and “endanger-
ing national unity” after covering demonstrations by
the “Hirak” protest movement. Weekly protests
rocked Algeria for more than a year and only came
to a halt in March due to the novel coronavirus cri-
sis. The prosecutor called for Drareni to be sen-
tenced to four years in prison, fined 100,000 dinars
($784) and stripped of his civil rights at the opening
of his trial at the Sidi M’hamed court in Algiers on
August 3. Drareni, editor of the Casbah Tribune
news site and correspondent for French-language
channel TV5 Monde, denied the charges when he
appeared via video-conference due to coronavirus
measures. —AFP 

MINSK: Belarus yesterday declared a landslide
election victory for long-serving leader Alexander
Lukashenko after police used stun grenades, tear
gas and rubber bullets to disperse protesters
denouncing the vote as a fraud. Prominent rights
group Viasna said one man was killed, dozens
wounded and more than 300 arrested during the
police crackdown overnight Sunday to Monday.
The protests erupted after an exit poll showed
Lukashenko soundly beating main opposition
challenger Svetlana Tikhanovskaya-a result con-
firmed by election officials yesterday.

Central  Election Commission chief Lidia
Yermoshina announced Lukashenko had won
80.23 percent according to preliminary results,
handing him a sixth term. Tikhanovskaya won 9.9
percent, while three oth-
er candidates each won
less than two percent.
Russian President
Vladimir Putin and
Chinese leader Xi Jinping
both quickly congratulat-
ed Lukashenko, but
Poland cal led for an
emergency European
Union summit on the
clashes.

“The authorities have
used force against  their  c i t izens, who are
demanding change in the country. We must sup-
port the Belarusian people in their quest for
freedom,” Pol ish Pr ime Minister  Mateusz
Morawiecki said in a statement. Tikhanovskaya, a
37-year-old stay-at-home mother and political
novice, galvanised the opposition during the
election campaign, attracting tens of thousands
of supporters to the ex-Soviet country’s biggest
demonstrations in years.

Thousands took to the streets of Minsk and

other cities on Sunday night to denounce the
result, sparking clashes with police that Viasna
said led to more than 300 arrests. Shocking
images released by pro-opposition media and
posted online showed police firing stun grenades
and rubber bullets into the crowds and a police
van ramming into the demonstration and running
down a protester. Young protesters were seen
covered in blood, lying immobile on the ground or
being dragged away by police.

‘Mockery of our people’ 
Viasna said one protester had died after suffer-

ing a “traumatic head injury... as a result of being
run over by a police vehicle”. It said dozens of
protesters were injured including at least 10 who

had to be taken to hospi-
tals. An interior ministry
spokeswoman denied
there had been any
deaths. The Belarusian
Investigative Committee
launched a criminal probe
on charges of organizing
and participating in “mass
unrest”-punishable by jail
terms of eight to 15 years.
Alexander, a 35-year-old
protester in Minsk,

accused Lukashenko of blatantly rigging the vote.
“I came out to protest because the country needs
a change in power,” he told AFP. “This is a crime, a
mockery of our people.”

In a news conference after pol ls closed
Tikhanovskaya said she did not trust the results. “I
believe my eyes, and I see that the majority is with
us,” she said. “We have already won, because we
have overcome our fear, our apathy and our indif-
ference.”  She also called on members of law
enforcement to stop using force. Her ally, Maria

Kolesnikova, said the government was “incapable
of running the country” and an “unprecedented”
political crisis was setting in. Tikhanovskaya
decided to run for president after the authorities
jai led her husband, popular blogger Sergei
Tikhanovsky, and barred him from running.

On Sunday afternoon, huge queues formed
outside polling stations in Minsk and other cities,
after Tikhanovskaya urged her supporters to
vote late to give authorities less chance to falsify

the election.  Many wore white bracelets that
have become a symbol  of  the opposit ion.
Tikhanovskaya said that if she won she would
release political prisoners and call fresh elections
to include the entire opposition. Lukashenko has
sought to boost his support by warning of out-
side threats and raising the specter of violent
mobs. Authorities have detained 33 Russians,
describing them as mercenaries sent to destabi-
lize the vote. —AFP

Belarus declares landslide Lukashenko win after crackdown

Belarus police, protesters clash
after claims of ‘rigged’ election

MINSK: Riot police detain a demonstrator during a protest after polls closed in Belarus’ presidential
election, in Minsk. —AFP

US hits 5 million 
COVID-19 cases
WASHINGTON: The United States has reached the
extraordinary milestone of five million coronavirus cases as
President Donald Trump was accused of flouting the consti-
tution by unilaterally extending a virus relief package. The
US has been hammered by the COVID-19 pandemic,
recording nearly 163,000 deaths-by far the highest of any
country, ahead only of Brazil, which on Saturday became
the second country to pass 100,000 deaths.

The global death toll is at least 727,288 since the novel
coronavirus emerged in China last December, according to
a running tally from official sources compiled by AFP.
Nearly 20 million cases have been registered worldwide-
probably reflecting only a fraction of the actual number of
infections. As around much of the globe, the small African
country of Malawi on Sunday imposed tight social restric-
tions to try to contain the disease, shutting all bars and
churches, while hot weekend weather drew crowds in
Europe to the beach.

In Washington, the new virus relief package-
announced by Trump on Saturday after talks between
Republican and Democrat lawmakers hit a wall-was
“absurdly unconstitutional,” senior Democrat Nancy
Pelosi told CNN. Fellow Democrat and Senate minority
leader Chuck Schumer, appearing on ABC, dismissed
Trump’s unilateral measures as “unworkable, weak and far
too narrow.” But with the nation’s economy still struggling
to dig itself out of an enormous hole, Democrats appeared
skittish about any legal challenge to a relief package they
see as seriously inadequate.

The four executive orders Trump signed Saturday at his
golf club in Bedminster, New Jersey will, among other
things, defer payroll taxes and provide some temporary
unemployment benefits. The president was seen as keen to

show himself taking decisive action ahead of a November 3
election that could see him ousted from office, with polls
showing a large majority of voters unhappy with his han-
dling of the crisis. On Sunday night, Trump blamed what he
called Democratic stubbornness for his being forced to take
executive action. “The Democrats were unwilling to do any-
thing,” Trump told reporters as he boarded Air Force One
to return to Washington.  “It was time to act,” he said. “We
have to get money out to the people.”

Summer crowds 
Democrats say the president’s orders infringe on

Congress’s constitutional authority over the federal budget.
But Pelosi demurred when asked about possible legal
action, saying, “Whether (it was) legal or not takes time to
figure out.” White House economic advisor Larry Kudlow
defended the new measures. “Maybe we’re going to go to
court on them. We’re going to go ahead with our actions
anyway,” he said.

Trump’s Democratic opponent in the presidential elec-
tion, Joe Biden, tweeted that five million coronavirus cases
was “a number that boggles the mind and breaks the heart.
“It shouldn’t have gotten this bad,” he said. The US on
Sunday had added 47,197 new cases in 24 hours, with 532
additional deaths, according to Johns Hopkins University.
US fatalities now total 162,913, and the number of infections
is  5,041,473, the Baltimore-based university said. 

Elsewhere, growing infections in and around Paris
prompted French officials to make face masks compulsory
outdoors in crowded areas and tourist hotspots in the city
and surrounding areas from yesterday. The mask will be
obligatory for all those aged 11 and over in “very crowded
zones,” said a police statement, including the banks of the
Seine River and more than 100 streets in the French capital.
As temperatures soared across western Europe, holiday-
makers crowded beaches at the weekend despite warnings
about the risk of infection.

Local authorities in Germany warned that some beaches
and lakes would be closed if there were too many people.

Belgian police meanwhile arrested several people Saturday
at the resort of Blankenberge after a brawl broke out on a
beach between officers and youths they had told to leave
for refusing to respect virus safety measures. Around 5,000
people demonstrated in Vienna for increased financial sup-
port for nightlife and relaxing coronavirus regulations.

In Peru, indigenous people armed with spears and
angry over what they consider government neglect of
their communities in the pandemic assaulted a settlement
for oil workers deep in the Amazon, triggering a clash with
police that left three natives dead, the government said
Sunday. Back in the US, in another burst of defiance over
health warnings, thousands of bikers converged on a town
in South Dakota for what is billed as the largest cycle
gathering in the world. In past years, the 10-day rally in
Sturgis has drawn hundreds of thousands of bikers to
socialize, drink and party together-raising fears among
some locals that this year’s version could be a super-
spreader event. —AFP

DEADWOOD: Motorcyclists ride through downtown
Deadwood, South Dakota during the 80th Annual
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally. —AFP

7 dead as floods 
hit Greek island 
ATHENS: A baby was among seven people who
died as torrential rains and floods swept the Greek
island of Evia, damaging dozens of houses and
blocking roads, authorities said Sunday. The eight-
month-old baby was found dead in a house in the
village of Politika on Sunday, said a spokesman for
firefighters involved in rescue efforts. The baby’s
parents were unharmed.

Hours earlier, a man and woman in their 80s were
found unconscious by firefighters in two houses in
the same village, the spokesman said. They were
confirmed as dead at the hospital. Two other people
who died, a 74-year-old man and a 73-year-old
woman, were from the village of Bourtsi, the ANA
news agency reported. The five dead were among
an earlier official toll, which also listed one person
as missing, following torrential rains late Saturday
and early Sunday.

In a new toll, firefighters said seven people had
died-but gave no immediate details of who they

were-and that one person remained missing. One
woman was found after being reported missing.
The ANA news agency said a helicopter had spot-
ted the missing woman, who had been swept away
by the floodwaters from her home in Bourtsi.
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis voiced his
“profound pain for the loss of lives” and said he
would visit Evia, Greece’s second largest island
after Crete, yesterday.

‘A nightmare’ 
Torrents of water blocked roads in the west of

Evia, which lies about 100 kilometers northeast of
Athens. Some tourists were unable to leave one
campsite on the island, ANA reported. “We are expe-
riencing a nightmare, we are using every possible
means” to combat the floods, said Ana Fanis Spanos, a
lawmaker from the central Greece region. Storm
Thalia battered several regions of mainland Greece
Saturday, though the weather was improving on
Sunday. Hundreds of homes were flooded in Politika
and several surrounding villages. Blocked roads pre-
vented fire trucks from reaching the affected sites.

Two rivers burst their banks and filled roads with
mud, local authorities said. The ground floors of many

houses were flooded. Manos Anastasiou, a hotel
employee in Politika, told AFP how astonished he was
at seeing so much rain in such a short time. “I’m 51
years old and it’s the first time I have seen something
like this,” Anastasiou said. About 100 firefighters and
two helicopters as well as the coastguard were
deployed to rescue those trapped. —AFP

EUBOEA, Greece: A goat stands in a flooded field, fol-
lowing a storm at the village of Politika, on Evia
island, northeast of Athens. —AFP

One killed,
dozens injured
and more than

300 arrested 

Protesters call for 
an end to Spanish 
monarchy 
BARCELONA: Protesters on Sunday called for an end to the
Spanish monarchy after the sudden departure of the former
king Juan Carlos from the country this week amid a corruption
scandal. Juan Carlos, who abdicated in 2014 in favour of his son
Felipe, abruptly announced his decision to leave yesterday but

there has been no official confirmation of where he went, set-
ting off an international guessing game. “We have to clean up
the system of corruption and we should start with the crown,”
said Jose Emilio Martin, a bus driver, who was among about a
hundred protesters in Madrid on Sunday. Protests against the
royal family have spread across Spain since the ex-monarch’s
dramatic exit, with about 100 republicans demonstrating in
Valencia on Sunday and more protests planned in Mallorca this
week during King Felipe VI’s visit to the island.

A poll by SigmaDos published on Sunday in the conser-
vative newspaper El Mundo found 63.3% of those ques-
tioned felt it was a bad idea for the 82-year-old ex-monarch
to have left, while 27.2% agreed with his departure. Some
80.3% said they thought Juan Carlos should face any poten-

tial legal proceedings. The poll, carried out between Aug. 4-6
after he left, found 12.4% said he had nothing to answer for
and 7.3% did not voice an opinion.

Despite the disapproval, reflecting Juan Carlos’ sinking
popularity in recent years, some 69.2% of those questioned
in Sunday’s poll said he played an important role in the tran-
sition from dictatorship to democracy after the death of
Francisco Franco in 1975, while 24.4% said he played “little
or no” role. In June, Spain’s Supreme Court opened a prelimi-
nary investigation into Juan Carlos’ involvement in a high-
speed rail contract in Saudi Arabia, after Switzerland’s La
Tribune de Geneve newspaper reported he had received
$100 million from the late Saudi king. Switzerland has also
opened an investigation. —Reuters


