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Sometimes one receives messages on social
media that are meaningful and have a purpose
- in other words, not everything is bad. I agree

that mobile phones are now very important in our
lives to the point that I do not exaggerate to say that
it is the third element without which we cannot live -
blood, oxygen and mobile phones.

Of course, phones and their social media applica-
tions are multi-edged, not double-edged only. They
can be used for many beneficial purposes and help
in many aspects, and of course they can be used in a
lethal fashion, or actually misused by those spread-
ing false rumors that are detrimental to the society
and can cause much chaos and create rifts between
society members and even strife. We saw and
learned how social media is used by terrorists to
communicate and even plan their heinous activities. 

We also must be careful and know how to avoid
invasive social media by abusive operators who have
the means and knowledge how to get into your
computer or mobile phone and download all what
you have stored and turn around to start blackmail-
ing, and this is worse than hacking, as it is more per-
sonal and may destroy families and break up mar-
riages. Of course one should not give in to the
blackmailers - rather they must resort to authorities
who can in most cases identify and hold them to
account, instead of becoming virtual slaves of those
scavengers. 

On a different page, I received messages that I
would like to share with you:

At one stage of your life you will recognize that
respect is more important than love, and that con-
sensus is more important than proportionality, confi-
dence is better than envy and patience is the great-
est evidence of sacrifice.

Staying at a distance from problems does not
mean weakness - rather it means that you are more
able to enjoy your life.

When you forgive you will not change the past,
rather will make the difference in the future!

There is a fine line between gaining and breaking
hearts. Everything around us will disappear except
for good deeds which will always be instilled in the
heart, and congratulations to those who plant the
seeds of goodness on all paths and congratulations
for he who gifted those who came across his life
with part of his kindness. The purity of heart is not
stupidity - rather it is a good deed that you will be
rewarded for.

A way of life
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By Abdellatif Sharaa

In my view

CORRECTION
The Kuwait Times published an article August 9 incor-
rectly stating that a gate blocking beach access was
placed on state property. The property is privately
owned and not state property. Kuwait Times apolo-
gizes for this and regrets the error. 

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: The Philippine Embassy in Kuwait has
revealed that more than 25,075 Filipinos have lost
their jobs or left Kuwait as a result of the coron-
avirus pandemic. Exact numbers of those who have
lost their jobs permanently or temporarily and who
have left Kuwait for good are not available. The
embassy is unable to determine how many may
have lost their jobs but remain in Kuwait, looking
for new employment. 

“We’ve got the number of unemployed Filipinos
based on the number of applications for cash
assistance, an aid program organized by the
Philippine’s Department of Labor and Employment
(DOLE) to Filipinos who were abandoned by their
employers,” an official at the embassy told Kuwait
Times. The official did not want to be named. 

Of the more than 25,000 Filipino nationals in
Kuwait who sought financial assistance from the
DOLE, a total of 19,587 were approved and
received aid. “The cash assistance being handed
over by DOLE is worth KD 60 ($200) each and
the distribution continues as we speak,” he said.
“Until now there are Filipinos who aren’t back at
work and those that have no work are still being
assisted by the embassy through food packs,” he
added.

Financial woes
After more than five months of the coronavirus

pandemic, many private sector companies in
Kuwait have laid off staff or cut salaries. Early esti-
mates from March and April suggested that as
many as 250,000 expatriates had lost their
salaries or income. Though the economy has begun

to reopen with the move to phase two and now
phase three of Kuwait’s resumption of public life,
many private sector businesses - and by extension
their employees - remain financially strapped. 

“I worked for four years in a company, and dur-
ing the lockdown, many of us were called by the
human resource department of our company. We
expected to receive some cash assistance because
of the lockdown, but we were wrong. We were
called to receive a termination letter. We were
about 50 people in the company who were called
just to receive the letter,” one Filipino worker said.

Kuwait Times asked if he wished to continue
working in Kuwait by seeking other employment.
“Yes, but my problem is my visa. It’s article 18 but
under a government project, and according to
them, it’s non-transferable. It means we need to go
back to our country and return if we want to con-
tinue working in Kuwait. I want to stay because my
mother is here and I want to be with her. But
because of the restrictions, I have no choice but to
return to the Philippines,” he said. 

“Many of us are working for government proj-

ects and our company is included, I heard,” he
rued. “It was the hardest chapter of my l ife
because we all come to work and are doing our
best to showcase our skil ls in the job.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 happened and suddenly
we are all affected,” he said.

‘Everything closed’
Another terminated barista said his company

decided to close the coffee shop in March due to
lack of customers. “We closed on March 1. We
were given time by our employer to look for
another job so he could transfer the visa. But at
that time, everything was closed - Kuwait imposed
curfews and lockdowns. So I stayed at home with a
friend. I am not paying anything and he said he will
do so until everything is settled and I get a job. I
know the situation is really very hard now, but we
cannot do anything. Even going home costs KD
300 for a one-way plane ticket,” he said. 

The most affected workers within the Filipino
communities are those working in salons, barber-
shops and spas, as well as tailors and those con-
nected to mass transportation (bus drivers) - all of
these businesses remain closed. 

“Until now we do not have work at the salon.
We cannot provide home service as well because
houses are prohibiting visitors. Our shop is closed
and I don’t know if they are going to reopen even
when salons will be allowed to reopen, because
our employer hasn’t communicated with us since
we closed our shop,” salon worker Dina told
Kuwait Times. “I am still surviving because my flat
mates are working in the hospital and they are
bringing food, and sometimes we get aid from
organizations or the government,” she added. 

Firefighters put out
fuel truck blaze
KUWAIT: Five Kuwaiti firefighting squads have
extinguished a large fire that broke out in a fuel
truck after it overturned on Jahra Road, the coun-
try’s fire agency said. The fire of the truck, which
carried 36,000 liters of diesel fuel, was put under
control within a relatively short period of time, the
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate said in a press
release on Sunday. However, the truck’s driver was
injured in the accident and was immediately taken
to hospital, it added. —KUNA

Woman stabbed
in family dispute
KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti woman narrowly escaped death after
her nephew stabbed her while she was sleeping, due to some
family disputes. Security sources said the woman was rushed
to Adan Hospital in critical condition, while the suspect, who
stabbed his aunt eight times in her sleep, was detained for
attempted murder.

Jleeb fight
An expat was rushed to hospital after he was stabbed dur-

ing a fight with some of his compatriots in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh,
said security sources, noting that the assailants were arrested
and referred to relevant authorities. 

Armed robbery
A Kuwaiti reported that the driver of a vehicle fired some

shots at him from a Kalashnikov machinegun and stole his
mobile phone and KD 1,500 in cash after forcing him to stop
while he was driving in Kabd, said security sources. The man
said he was driving his car in Kabd accompanied by a friend,
when the driver of a vehicle with tinted windows stopped him,
pointed the weapon at him and fired a few shots to frighten
them before he stole the cash and mobile. A case was filed. 

Money laundering
State security detectives continued interrogating Saad Al-

Tamimi, who was arrested a few days ago by state security forces
and is due to be referred to the public prosecution, said informed
security sources. The sources added that investigations showed
strong suspicions that the suspect’s wealth had grown significant-
ly though money laundering operations but remarked that investi-
gations conducted so far had not yet shown any financial transac-
tions with lawmakers or officials despite his strong connections
with some of them. —Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

Unemployed expats look for new
work while struggling to survive

More than 25,000 Filipinos unemployed or have left Kuwait

Aid approved
for 19,587 

people

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: General Surgery and Obesity Consultant at
Sabah Hospital Dr Mohammad Al-Saleemi revealed that a
medical team succeeded in carrying out a rare and compli-
cated operation on a patient’s abdomen and colon. The
procedure follows two previous surgeries performed on
the patient; a woman in her 50s who is suffering from
hypertension and diabetes in addition to depression, he
explained. “Such procedures are usually carried out abroad
with several teams involved, including one to remove the
colon and another to cut out intestinal adhesions. But in
Kuwait, it was performed by one team and was 100 per-
cent successful as the patient no longer suffers any prob-
lems,” he said, adding that the procedure was carried out in
February 2020.

Sabah Hospital team conducts ‘successful’ surgery


