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PHILADELPHIA: Tobias Harris scored 23 points
and grabbed 15 rebounds to lift the host Philadelphia
76ers past the Orlando Magic 108-101 Friday near
Orlando, but the Magic ended up the day’s big winner
nonetheless.

Despite the loss, Orlando clinched the Eastern
Conference’s final playoff spot after the Washington
Wizards lost to the New Orleans Pelicans later in the
day. Joel Embiid added 23 points and 13 rebounds
while Alec Burks scored 22 points. Al Horford had 21
points and nine rebounds and Shake Milton handed
out a career-high eight assists for the Sixers, who
won their third in a row. The Sixers played without
All-Star Ben Simmons, who will remain sidelined in-
definitely with a partially dislocated left kneecap.
Nikola Vucevic led the Magic with 21 points and 12
rebounds while Evan Fournier added 22 points. D.J.
Augustin scored 16 points, James Ennis III added 14
and Markelle Fultz had 13 for the Magic, who fell to
32-38. Terrence Ross missed all 10 of his field-goal
attempts and did not score a point.

BROOKLYN NETS 119 - SACRAMENTO
KINGS 106

Brooklyn improved to 3-2 since the restart and re-
bounded nicely from a 149-115 loss to the Boston

Celtics on Wednesday night to join the Magic in
clinching an Eastern Conference playoff spot. Caris
LeVert made 9 of 21 shots and also handed out seven
assists as the Nets shot 48.8 percent, made 17 3-
pointers and handed out 30 assists. Joe Harris added
21 points and center Jarrett Allen nearly posted a
triple-double with 17 points, 11 rebounds and a ca-
reer-high eight assists. The Kings fell to 1-4 since the
restart after going 10-5 in their final 15 games before
the pause on March 11. Sacramento dropped to 13th
in the Western Conference, 3 1/2 games behind
eighth-place Memphis. Bogdan Bogdanovic led
Sacramento with 27 points on 11-of-19 shooting.

BOSTON CELTICS 122 - TORONTO 
RAPTORS 100

Jaylen Brown scored 20 points and Jayson Tatum
added 18 as Boston rolled to a victory over Toronto.
The Raptors had won seven consecutive games, in-
cluding their first three contests, since the resump-
tion of play.

Kemba Walker scored 17 points in a contest in
which Boston never trailed and led by as many as 40.
Brad Wanamaker added 15 points, Daniel Theis con-
tributed 11 points and 11 rebounds, Semi Ojeleye tal-
lied 11 points and Robert Williams III scored 10 for

the Celtics. Fred VanVleet scored 13 points to lead
Toronto. Rondae Hollis-Jefferson, Kyle Lowry, Nor-
man Powell and Pascal Siakam added 11 points apiece
and Terence Davis had 10.

SAN ANTONIO SPURS 119 - UTAH JAZZ 111
Derrick White poured in 24 points and Jakob

Poeltl added 19 points and 10 rebounds as San An-
tonio overwhelmed short-handed Utah at the HP
Field House near Orlando in a key NBA seeding
game. The Jazz played without four starters - Mike
Conley (right knee soreness), Rudy Gobert (rest),
Donovan Mitchell (left peroneal strain) and Royce
O’Neale (right calf soreness). Lonnie Walker IV and
Rudy Gay added 14 points for the Spurs. DeMar
DeRozan hit for 13 and Dejounte Murray scored 11
for San Antonio. Jordan Clarkson scored 24 points
off the bench for the Jazz, with Tony Bradley adding
15 points and 11 rebounds, Miye Oni and Emmanuel
Mudiay contributing 14 points each, and Joe Ingles
pumping in 12.

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES 121 - OKLAHOMA
CITY THUNDER 92

Dillon Brooks scored 22 points to lead Memphis
to a win over Oklahoma City. The Grizzlies win

snapped a five-game losing streak that dated back
to before the season was put on hold by the pan-
demic. It also kept Memphis in the eighth spot in the
Western Conference, a game ahead of Portland with
three games remaining. Memphis shot 55.4 percent
from the field, including 8 of 11 shooting for Jonas
Valanciunas, who added 19 points. Ja Morant also
scored 19. Chris Paul led the Thunder with 17 points.
Oklahoma City shot just 35.1 percent from the field,
its worst shooting performance of the season.

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS 118 - 
WASHINGTON WIZARDS 107

Jrue Holiday scored 28 points as New Orleans
overcame the absence of Zion Williamson to keep
Washington winless in five games since the restart.

Williamson, who has been on a minutes restric-
tion (conditioning), was held out as the Pelicans
were playing their second game in as many days.
Brandon Ingram added 17 points, JJ Redick started
in Williamson’s place and scored 15, Frank Jackson
scored 13 and Derrick Favors had 12 points and 10
rebounds. Rui Hachimura led Washington with 23
points, Thomas Bryant scored 22, Troy Brown Jr. had
20 points and 10 rebounds, and Ish Smith had 18
points and 10 assists. — Reuters

WASHINGTON: Lydia Ko produced a barn-
storming finish to snatch a one-shot lead with a
six under-par second round at the LPGA
Marathon Classic on Friday. The former world
number one from New Zealand bagged back-to-
back birdies on the 17th and 18th holes to
leapfrog England’s Jodi Ewart Shadoff for sole
possession of the lead at Highland Meadows in
Sylvania, Ohio.

Ko believes that being able to pick up strokes
on the 17th and 18th holes at Highland Meadows
— both par-fives — could be crucial over the
weekend. “To finish off with a couple birdies on
the last two holes is nice,” Ko said. “I think that’s
going to be the key for this golf course, and es-

pecially in the final groups, whether that’s me or
for any other players. Because it is two par-5 fin-
ishing holes, there could be a huge turnaround.”

Ko’s pair of closing birdies bookended a blis-
tering start to her round, when she reeled off four
consecutive birdies over the first four holes to
move into the lead. Her roller-coaster 65 in-
cluded nine birdies, three bogeys and six pars,
leaving her at 13 under after 36 holes.

For most of the second round, it looked as if
Ko would have to settle for a share of the lead
with playing partner Ewart Shadoff. The 32-
year-old from Yorkshire was flawless in compil-
ing an eight-under-par 63, making five birdies
before the turn with two more on the 11th and
13th holes.

Ewart Shadoff then briefly took the lead with
a birdie on the par-five 17th to move to 12 under,
before Ko’s strong finish left the Englishwoman
a shot off the pace. Ewart Shadoff said her game
had benefited from playing with the in-form Ko.

“We get on really well, and obviously our
games are kind of bouncing off each other,” she
said. “To play with each other tomorrow we’ll

have a similar vibe as today, so that’s a nice feel-
ing to have.”

Ewart Shadoff’s round follows her strong
showing at last week’s Drive On Championship
at Inverness Club in Ohio, where she led going
into the final round before fading from con-
tention.  World number two Danielle Kang, who
had shared the overnight lead with Ko after an
opening 64 on Thursday, had also looked poised
to challenge at the top of the leaderboard with
another blemish-free round.

Kang lost ground with a bogey on the 17th,
however, before a birdie on the 18th gave her a
four-under-par 67, to leave her in third on 11
under, two off the lead. Ko, Ewart Shadoff and
Kang have put clear daylight between them-
selves and the rest of the field.

The chasing pack is led by Mexico’s Maria
Fassi, who is fourth on nine under after a five-
under-par 66. Kristen Gillman and Megan
Khang are tied in fifth place on eight under,
five off the lead, while Australia’s Minjee Lee
is seventh on six under after a four-under-par
67 on Friday. — AFP
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Nets, Magic fill out East playoff field
ORLANDO: Markelle Fultz #20 of the Orlando Magic drives to the basket during the game against the Philadelphia 76ers on August 7, 2020 at The HP Field House at ESPN Wide World Of Sports Complex in Orlando, Florida. — AFP

Celtics produce wire-to-wire win over Raptors

SYLVANIA: Lydia Ko of New Zealand hits a tee shot on the seventh hole
during the second round of the Marathon LPGA Classic at Highland Mead-
ows Golf Club in Sylvania, Ohio. — AFP


