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MANCHESTER: Pep Guardiola came out on top in
his duel with Zinedine Zidane on Friday and then
reminded his Manchester City players that their 2-1
win over Real Madrid that took them into the
Champions League quarter-finals was just “one
step” in their quest for European success.

City capitalised on two shocking mistakes by
Raphael Varane to get their goals, with Raheem
Sterling and Gabriel Jesus scoring either side of a
Karim Benzema strike for the visitors in this last 16
second leg, played at an empty Etihad Stadium.

After winning by the same scoreline in Madrid
back in February, before the coronavirus forced the
competition into hibernation, Guardiola’s team
advance 4-2 on aggregate to the final tournament in
Lisbon. They will now play Lyon there in the quar-
ter-finals next Saturday.

Guardiola would also have been delighted to
claim the scalp of Zidane, who had never been
knocked out of Europe’s elite club competition as
Real coach, leading them to three consecutive vic-
tories between 2016 and 2018 in his first spell
before returning to the job last year.

“It is important, we beat them twice. Zinedine
Zidane never lost knockout games,” Guardiola told
BT Sport. “You see the calm and personality they
play with, they are good, but we are here to try and
win the Champions League.

“It is one step, if we think that is enough we will
show how small we are. If you want to win you have
to beat the big clubs.” He added: “We are more than
satisfied. The players will go to Portugal to try to
make the next step. We know exactly what team we
beat.” The circumstances may be highly unusual, but
this is still City’s finest Champions League result,
their most significant victory in a knockout tie.
City’s best performance in the competition remains
a run to the semi-finals in 2016, when they went out
rather limply to Real.

Now, with only two former winners still involved
in Bayern Munich and Barcelona, City should very
possibly be considered the favourites to win

the competition in Lisbon on August 23. If they
do so, the victory would taste all the sweeter
coming so soon after their successful appeal to
the Court of Arbitration of Sport against a two-
year ban from Europe for Financial Fair Play
breaches.

However, Guardiola will be wary of Lyon, who

took four points off City in the 2018/19 group stage.
As for Real, they missed the suspended Sergio
Ramos but were undone by mistakes by their other
first-choice centre-back.

Varane was dispossessed inside the box in the
ninth minute allowing Sterling to put City ahead,
and his poor headed backpass attempt gifted Jesus
another goal midway through the second half.

But they will get over this. They have dined out
on success in the Champions League in recent
years yet their main objective after the coronavirus
shutdown was to win La Liga and they did that.
“Ninety-five percent of what we did this year was
excellent. We have to be very proud of the team, of
what we have done this season,” Zidane said.

UPHILL STRUGGLE 
It was already going to be an uphill struggle for

them in the absence of Ramos, sent off late in the
first leg, and their task became even harder after
they conceded an early opener.

City’s high pressing paid off as Varane was

barged off the ball in his own area by Jesus, who
squared for Sterling to score.

There was a response from the 13-time European
champions, though, with Benzema and Eden Hazard
forcing saves from Ederson before their equaliser
arrived in the 28th minute.

A fine move ended with Benzema feeding
Rodrygo and the young Brazilian clipping in a cross
from the right for the Frenchman to head in from the
edge of the six-yard box. It was his 65th Champions
League goal, putting him one clear of Bayern

Munich’s Robert Lewandowski on the overall list
and behind only Cristiano Ronaldo, Lionel Messi
and Raul.

However, the tie was effectively ended by anoth-
er Varane blooper. The Frenchman struggled with an
awkward high ball downfield and his header back
towards Thibaut Courtois was short, allowing Jesus
to prod it beyond the goalkeeper and in.

Real will not return to Lisbon, where they won
the Champions League in 2014, but the dream
remains alive for Guardiola and City. — AFP

Guardiola targets ‘next step’ in Champions 
League after Man City dump out Real Madrid

Tie effectively ended by another Varane blooper

Blackhawks, Coyotes, 
Canadiens advance
MONTREAL: Bottom-seeds Chicago, Montreal
and Arizona completed shocking upsets in the
qualifying round Friday to reach the Stanley
Cup playoffs, the worst teams inside the
National Hockey League bubbles eliminating
favourites.

But the Toronto Maple Leafs might have
pulled off the biggest stunner of all by staying
alive in the championship quest with a 4-3
overtime victory over Columbus.

Chicago’s Dominik Kubalik scored the
game-winning goal 8:30 into the third period to
give the 12th-seeded Blackhawks a 3-2 vicory
over Western Conference fifth-seeded bubble
host Edmonton and a 3-1 victory in their best-
of-five play-in series.

“We’re going to keep getting better as we
go along,” Blackhawks captain Jonathan Toews
warned. Other rink upsets saw East 12th seed
Montreal down Pittsburgh 2-0 to claim that
series 3-1 and West 11th seed Arizona edge
Nashville 4-3 in overtime, the Coyotes winning
their first post-season series since 2012 by 3-1
as well.

East bubble host Toronto made a fightback
for the ages to defeat the Blue Jackets on an
Auston Matthews power-play goal 13:10 into
overtime, leveling their play-in matchup at 2-2
to force a decider Sunday.

Columbus led 3-0 before Toronto’s William
Nylander scored with 3:57 to play, John
Tavares followed 51 seconds later and Zach
Hyman netted the equalizer with 23 seconds
remaining in regulation — each score coming
with the goalie pulled for an extra attacker. 

“This group has to be unbelievably proud.
What a comeback,” Matthews said. “We just
tried to flip the script, stay with it. We just kept
plugging away and forced a game five.”

The NHL return from its COVID-19 shut-
down saw 12 teams each enter quarantine bub-
bles in Toronto and Edmonton — four top
teams from earlier games deciding playoff
seedings and eight others playing a qualifying
round for playoff spots.

Toews cleared the puck from behind the goal
to set up Kubalik’s decisive slap shot. The
Blackhawks will face the West top seed, either
the Colorado Avalanche or Vegas Golden
Knights, in the first best-of-seven round of the
playoffs, which open Tuesday.

Montreal’s Artturi Lehkonen opened the
scoring with 4:11 remaining in the third period
and the Canadiens, who had the worst record of
the 24 returning NHL teams, spoiled the 33rd
birthday of Penguins captain Sidney Crosby, a
three-time NHL champion and two-time
Olympic gold medalist. “It was an important
goal for sure,” Lehkonen said. “We showed up
to the camp ready to play and knew we would
have a chance. Now we’ve just got to move on
to the next one.”

Carey Price made 22 saves for Montreal for
his sixth post-season shutout, his first since
2015, the last year the Canadiens had won a
post-season series. Shea Weber scored an
empty-net goal with 32 seconds to create the
final victory margin for Montreal, which faces a
first-round playoff series against the East top
seed, either Tampa Bay or Philadelphia. — AFP

Uphill 
struggle

Lyon hold off Juve 
to reach Champions 
League last-eight
TURIN: Lyon coach Rudi Garcia hailed his team for
seeing off Juventus and the “extraterrestial”
Cristiano Ronaldo to reach the Champions League
quarter-finals on Friday. Captain Memphis Depay’s
early penalty sealed Lyon’s berth in the last-eight
despite losing 2-1 on the night in Turin.

A goal up after winning February’s first leg, Lyon
will face Manchester City at the final tournament in
Lisbon after drawing 2-2 on aggregate and going
through on away goals. “We came up against an
opponent who has an extraterrestrial in its squad,”
said Garcia of five-time Ballon d’Or winner Ronaldo
who scored both of Juve’s goals on Friday.

Lyon squeezed past the Italian champions thanks
to Depay’s 12th-minute penalty which put Garcia’s
side two goals ahead in the tie and left Juve with a
mountain to climb. Needing to score three unan-
swered goals in order to go through, Portuguese
star Ronaldo tried his best to drag the Italian cham-
pions over the line.

He levelled the scores on the night with a penalty
of his own with two minutes left in the opening peri-
od before crashing home a second goal on the hour
mark. However Juve performed poorly and Lyon
managed to hold on to set up a clash with Pep
Guardiola’s City, who put out 13-time winners Real
Madrid, on August 15.

“I think we did very well in the first half,” added
Garcia. “Unfortunately the penalty awarded to them,
which was completely unjustified, put them back in

the game.” “This is the victory of a group. We want-
ed to be in the Final 8 in Lisbon, we are there. 

“We’ll still be outsiders and that suits us very
well.” Despite their nine consecutive Italian league
titles in a row, Juventus could not get past a French
side that finished seventh in Ligue 1 this season.

“We went out because of the first half in Lyon,”
said Juventus coach Maurizio Sarri. “I’m devastated,
but satisfied with the performance. We are very sor-
ry. We had a good game tonight.”

Ronaldo spearheaded the Juventus attack as
the five-time Champions League winner pushed
for a last-eight spot in his native Portugal. Lyon’s
early breakthrough came after Rodrigo Bentancur
was judged to have fouled Houssem Aouar, and
Depay calmly slotted past Wojciech Szczesny
from the spot.

Juventus had dominated play early with Federico
Bernardeschi dribbling through the Lyon defence
after 19 minutes before Marcelo deflected the shot
clear of goal. Ronaldo sent a header wide after 21
minutes with Lopes denying a curling Ronaldo free
kick, but he drew Juve level from the spot just
before the break when Depay handballed a Miralem
Pjanic free-kick.

The Portuguese then scored a second long range
effort, with Leonardo Bonucci missing a chance
minutes later. Paulo Dybala came on with 20 min-
utes to go but failed to lift the Italians, with the
Argentine who had been carrying a thigh injury,
limping off quarter of an hour later.

Ronaldo missed a chance to win the tie when he
sent a header wide, ending Juventus’ hopes of a first
Champions League title since 1996. Juve, who had
won only two of their last eight league games, end
the season in the worst possible way, exhausted by
the accumulation of matches interrupted for three
months because of coronavirus. — AFP

Woakes hails ‘miracle 
man’ Stokes as 
England fight back 
MANCHESTER: Chris Woakes said it was no sur-
prise to see fellow all-rounder Ben Stokes drag
England back into the first Test against Pakistan at
Old Trafford on Friday as “we know he is capable of
miracles”.

Stokes who didn’t bowl in the third Test against
the West Indies at Old Trafford last month because
of a quad injury, took 2-11 in 21 balls late on the
third day as Pakistan reached stumps on 137-8 in
their second innings — a lead of 244 runs.

England, outplayed for most of this match, now
have a shot at claiming an unlikely victory after
Stokes had Mohammad Rizwan lbw with just his
eighth ball of the match before he bounced out
tailender Shaheen Afridi.

Last year, Stokes starred with the ball before his
stunning unbeaten century saw England to an out-
rageous one-wicket in the third Test against
Australia at Headingley.

And Woakes, who also took 2-11 on Friday, said
there was every chance the England vice-captain
could repeat his Ashes heroics in Manchester.

“I’m not overly surprised that he could do what
he did,” Woakes told reporters. “That’s Ben Stokes,
we know he is capable of miracles. “He’s got a bit of
a golden arm, he always has had. He has the knack
of picking up wickets. “When you are in a bit of
dog fight, he’s the sort of player you want in your
team. He always puts his hand up and gives 110
percent.” Pakistan will now hope leg-spinner Yasir

Shah, who took 4-66 in England’s first-innings 219,
can boost their total when he resumes on his
overnight 12 not out.

The tourists are still relatively well-placed. Only
twice has a team chased more than 200 to win in
the fourth innings of a Test at Old Trafford, with
England making 294-4 against New Zealand in
2008 and 231-3 against the West Indies at the
Manchester ground in 2004. England are trying to

end a run of losing the first Test in each of their last
five series. And they will need to bat well on a wear-
ing pitch where Yasir took three for four in 27 balls
on Friday to leave England over a hundred runs
behind Pakistan’s first-innings 326. “We are very
confident, the lead is 244 at the moment,” said
Pakistan spin-bowling coach Mushtaq Ahmed.  “If
we can get another 20 to 30 runs that will be a very
good score on that pitch.”  — AFP

MANCHESTER: Pakistan’s Asad Shafiq (L) plays a shot on the third day of the first Test cricket match
between England and Pakistan at Old Trafford in Manchester, north-west England. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s French defender Aymeric Laporte (C) vies to head the ball with Real
Madrid’s Serbian forward Luka Jovic during the UEFA Champions League round of 16 second leg foot-
ball match between Manchester City and Real Madrid at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, north west
England. — AFP

Silva determined to go
out on a high at PSG
PARIS: Thiago Silva’s eight years as a Paris Saint-
Germain player are about to come to an end and the
Brazilian centre-back has one piece of unfinished
business to contend with as the Qatar-owned club
head to Lisbon targeting Champions League glory.

That is something that has so far eluded Silva
and PSG, despite all the money Qatar Sports
Investments have ploughed in. A humiliating col-
lapse against Manchester United last season meant
a third consecutive last-16 exit, but this time they
are through to a first quarter-final since 2016 and
face Atalanta in Lisbon on Wednesday.

“I have seen everything here. This competition is
so important, for the players but also for the club.
Winning it was the objective when I came here,”
Silva, whose contract is about to expire, said in an
interview with AFP.

The game is being played as a one-off tie behind
closed doors in the Portuguese capital after UEFA
were forced to rethink the tournament format due
to the coronavirus pandemic.

PSG secured qualification just before football
ground to a halt in mid-March, as they overturned a
2-1 first-leg deficit by beating Borussia Dortmund
2-0. That game was played behind closed doors too
but the PSG players celebrated their victory with
thousands of fans who had gathered, somewhat
irresponsibly, outside the ground. However, the out-
pouring of emotion was understandable after the
disappointments of previous years, including the
astonishing exit at the hands of Barcelona in 2017
despite winning the first leg 4-0. — AFP


