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Leo, a British longhair cat sits atop a table at Ngao’s Home
- a one of its kind cafe and cat rescue place in Hanoi
ahead of the International Cat Day. International Cat Day,
created in 2002, is celebrated on August 8 every year. 

In this file photo, festival goers cheer during a concert at the EXIT festival near Novi Sad. — AFP photos

Nguyen Thanh Binh, owner of Ngao’s Home plays with his
cat.

Leo, a British longhair cat gets her wounds treated at
Ngao’s Home.

A woman enjoys a drink at Ngao’s Home. — AFP photos

If your idea of the purr-fect day is
spending it curled up with convales-
cent rescue cats and a coffee, then

one cafe in Vietnam has you covered.
Ngao’s Home Cafe in Hanoi is a loving
home for 15 felines, many of whom were
abandoned or found injured after being
bitten by dogs or suffering serious acci-
dents. “I try to help cats with difficult

backgrounds, to heal their physical and
mental wounds,” said 24-year-old cafe
owner Nguyen Thanh Binh ahead of
International Cat Day on Saturday.

The cafe has clawed its way up the
favorite list of many cat lovers since it
opened last month, offering coffee and
cuddles but also the chance to give the
animals medicine and even engage with

them on a deeper level. “When I come to
this cafe, apart from playing with the
cats, I can hear their stories and
empathize with them,” 20-year-old stu-
dent and customer Le Hoang Yen told
AFP. Many cats in Vietnam are cherished
pets but others are sold for their meat,
which is considered a delicacy in parts
of the country. Thieves have been known

to steal cats which can then be sold on
for consumption.

Owner Binh was inspired to start the
coffee house, which runs as a non-profit,
after spotting cats in cages, and others
who had been injured by thieves. “Once
me and my friends have the cats, we first
bring those who with injuries or medical
problems to a vet. Then when they get

better, I take them here to the cafe for
even better care,” he said as he stroked
a fluffy white feline, blind in one eye. He
also hopes one or two customers might
be tempted to take home more than a
coffee. “I will help them find new owners-
ones who really love them.”— AFP 

In a studio embedded deep inside an
old Belgrade printing factory turned
art ists’  space, the rock group

Dingospo Dali rehearses for a show
they are not sure will come to pass.
Like musicians around the world, the
group’s plans have been disrupted by
the coronavirus pandemic, which has
silenced the concert scene in Serbia
and thrown Balkan artists into an even
more precarious existence.  

“I lost a lot of work, as a musician
and also as a sound engineer,” Nikola
Vidojevic, the band’s 33-year-old
drummer, told AFP. “The pandemic
stopped everything.”  The six rockers
still jam in their studio in the former
BIGZ printing and publishing house on
the Sava river which has become a
mecca for independent musicians and
artists in the Serbian capital.  Built in
the 1930s, the building housed one of
the largest printing works in the region
before Yugoslavia’s collapse. 

Over the past 15 years, its rooms
have been reclaimed as a hub for

independent rock and alternative art.
Music wafts through the building’s
huge network of graffiti-streaked hall-
ways,  wi th rooms occupied by
dozens of bands, nightclubs and art
studios, helping cut the loneliness of
the pandemic. But today the moody
neon-lit corridors carry a new heavi-
ness, with many artists now in dire
financial straits.  “Most of the tens of
thousands of musicians in Serbia
have no other source of income than
music,” said Nikola Jovanovic, owner
of a music publishing house and con-
cert organizer. 

Exit out 
The loss of Serbia’s popular sum-

mer festivals, including Exit, one of
Europe’s biggest events, as well as
Beer Fest and the Nisvi l le Jazz
Festival, have spread the anguish
across a whole economy of entertain-
ment workers. Sreten Kovacevic, 63,
who runs a company that bui lds
stages for Exit and Nisville, has had to
let go of seven of his eight employees.

“The people who used to work for us -
technicians, sound and lighting peo-
ple, sound engineers — are now prob-
ably also looking for alternative ways
to make money. It’s all stopped. The
future is very bleak,” he said.
Previously graced by the likes of Manu
Chao and The Cure, the Exit festival
was initially postponed to August and
then cancelled altogether due to the
resurgence of coronavirus.

“For the first time in its 20 years of
existence, the festival won’t be taking
place,” lamented Exit  manager
Zdravko Vulin.  A thousand jobs are
ultimately threatened, he said. “It’s an
absolute catastrophe for the industry
as a whole,” added Ivan Blagojevic,
60, director of the Nisville festival,
which has previously hosted global
stars like Candy Dulfer and Tony Allen.
He’s wishing for the festival to be able
to go ahead in September but the
worsening course of the pandemic
leaves little room for hope, with hun-
dreds of new cases recorded daily. 

Plea for help 
Deprived of concerts, artists have

asked for financial support from the gov-
ernment - so far, with little luck. “We went
to the ministry of culture, we didn’t get an
answer, to the ministry of finance who
never answered us, just like the chamber
of commerce,” says Jovanovic. The
chamber of commerce told AFP that it
was examining “all aspects of the crisis”
to seek solutions, acknowledging that
income from copyrights was on course to
contract significantly this year, by nearly
50 percent. The culture and finance min-
istries did not respond to AFP’s requests
for comment. In the meantime, groups
like Dingospo Dali are figuring out how to
survive. Singer and lyricist Sandra
Vidojevic, 31, is pessimistic. “I gave up
my job to devote myself to music, maybe
I shouldn’t have,” says the former airline
employee. — AFP 

A reveler poses during the EXIT festival near Novi Sad. Members of the ‘Dingospo Dali’ band rehearse at their
studio in Belgrade.

In this file photo, fans cheer during the EXIT festival in Novi Sad.

Migration, racism, corruption and
the coronavirus pandemic are
among the thorny issues that

Hollywood star Diego Luna will tackle at
the dinner table in his latest television
project. The Mexican actor is bringing
together politicians, experts and opinion
makers to highlight social issues on “Pan
y Circo” (Bread and Circus), a series of
discussions that he will moderate starting
Friday on Amazon Prime Video.

It reflects a growing tilt towards social
activism for Luna, known internationally
for his roles in movies including “Rogue
One: A Star Wars Story”, “Milk” and “The
Terminal”. His latest project marks a radi-
cal departure from his role as drug traf-
ficker Miguel Angel Felix Gallardo in the
Netflix series “Narcos: Mexico”. “Turning
attention toward the issues that con-
cern... is a responsibility that comes with
the spotlight,” Luna told AFP in a video
interview.

Gael Garcia Bernal, his co-star in the
2001 racy road-trip movie “Y tu mama
tambien” and former Colombian presi-
dent and Nobel laureate Juan Manuel
Santos are among the guests who will
gather in a dinner party setting. “This
conversation already happens at other
tables. We’re simply bringing it to ours to
amplify the debate,” Luna said. “So that’s
where the effort goes... reflecting more
and more and questioning the reality in
which we live,” added the 40-year-old.
The actor-director has stepped up his
activism in recent years and in 2018
founded a platform bringing together
numerous organizations and social
movements in Mexico.—AFP

Mexican actor, director and producer Diego
Luna visits ‘The IMDb Show’ in Santa Monica,
California. — AFP 

Anew “Dirty Dancing” movie is in
development, with Jennifer Grey
expected to reprise her iconic role

as Frances “Baby” Houseman after more
than three decades. The original 1987
romantic smash hit about a teenage girl
who falls for her summer camp dance
instructor propelled Grey and co-star
Patrick Swayze to global fame.

Its climactic scene in which Swayze
vows “Nobody puts Baby in the corner”
before capping a dance routine by lifting
Grey above his head has entered movie
folklore. Grey will star in and executive
produce the new movie, Lionsgate CEO

Jon Feltheimer said in an earnings call
Thursday. “It will be exactly the kind of
romantic nostalgic movie that the fran-
chise’s fans have been waiting for and that
have made it the biggest selling library title
in the company’s history,” he said. 

“Dirty Dancing”-a low-budget movie
which went on to gross over $210 million
worldwide-has already spawned a pre-
quel, 2004’s “Dirty Dancing: Havana
Nights.” Feltheimer joked that the new film
was “one of the worst kept secrets in
Hollywood.” But no plot details were
revealed, and it is not known if the movie
will be a direct sequel. —AFP

First Oprah Winfrey gave up her usu-
al place on the cover of O maga-
zine to Breonna Taylor. Now she is

posting billboards of the slain emer-
gency room technician, seeking criminal
charges for the police who killed the
Black woman in her own apartment. O,
The Oprah Magazine said it is posting
26 billboards with Taylor’s image around
Louisville, the Kentucky city where Taylor
was killed in her home on March 13 in a
case that has motivated activists for
racial equality across the United States.

“Demand that the police involved in
the killing of Breonna Taylor be arrested
and charged,” reads the billboard, which

is similar to the cover of the September
issue of O going on newsstands on Aug.
11. It will be the first time in 20 years that
a photo of Winfrey has not graced the
cover of her own magazine. The cover
and billboard also feature a quote by
Winfrey, the actress and entertainment
and lifestyle mogul, which reads: “If you
turn a blind eye to racism, you become
an accomplice to it.” The billboards
began going up on Thursday and will be
installed by Monday, the magazine said.
They will stay up for a month.—Reuters


